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Prologue. 

Canadian Arctic. 

For most people, the Arctic is an icy desert, the land of polar bears and 
walruses; the land of cold men: the Inuit living by hunting and fishing, 
depending solely on nature for their survival. Yet already in the 16th and 
17th centuries, British expeditions made strategic voyages to the Arctic. The 
presence of American and Norwegian whalers greatly worried the British 
military. These whalers had already discovered and traveled through several 
coastal sectors on the eastern side of the Arctic archipelago. The behavior of 
these foreign whalers was increasingly open to criticism and led Canada to 
take a greater interest in the sovereignty of these territories. During the 1880s 
a figure came on the scene who was to mark the fields of exploration and 
Canadian national life. This colorful, courageous and determined man is 
Captain Joseph Elzeard Bernier. This Quebecer was one of the main 
architects of Canadian sovereignty over the Arctic. His dream, to cross the 
Northwest Passage. Like Jacques Cartier before, he will fail. However, 
through his many travels, he asserted Canadian sovereignty throughout the 
Ice Archipelago. In addition to the objective of crossing the Northwest 
Passage, Bernier received instructions to patrol the waters of the Arctic 
Archipelago, to issue licenses to whalers and, for the first time, to act as 
gamekeeper and justice of the peace. On July 1, 1909, on Canada's National 
Day, going beyond the instructions given to him by a government vacillating 
too much in the face of American influence, Captain Bernier then made a 
revolutionary gesture. Without the consent of the Canadian government, this 
Quebecer takes possession and claims Canadian sovereignty over all the 
arctic islands and territories including the famous Northwest Passage. 
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Lac Bienville, Nouveau-Quebec, July 29, 1990 



/ 

Leandre Ethier pulls his sore mass from his down and takes his head out of 
the bivouac looking west. A weak pale glow sufficient to draw the relief 
rises slowly from the horizon. The bivouac, full of frost, merges with the 
milky permafrost, an amalgam of rocks, frozen lichens and ice. He takes a 
puff of his first cigarette of the morning, coughs, clears his throat vigorously 
while cursing the morning cold. Above the 52nd parallel, the nights are cold 
even in the heart of July. A long day of prospecting begins. 

s 

Despite all the insults uttered since waking up, Leandre Ethier loves the 
North. Land of solitude for most southerners, paradise for Inuit and some 

s 

adventurers. An early pioneer, Ethier came to Matagami in 1965 to take part 
in the first explorations of the territory which would later lead to the 
construction of hydroelectric dams on the Grande River, phase 1 of the 
James Bay mega project. Profession: pioneer, he likes to repeat. A daring 
prospector in search of the right vein, in 1965 he was among the first whites 
to glimpse this isolated kingdom inhabited for millennia by the Crees and 
the Inuit. Without the courage of these adventurers, no road, no airstrip, no 
camp, no village, would have seen the light of day in the middle-north of 
Quebec. Without this vital infrastructure, the thousands of builders who 
came afterwards would have been unable to erect these monuments that we 
admire today. Miles and miles of dikes, dams taller than skyscrapers, 
impressive power stations, one of which, LG2, the largest underground 
power station in the world, immediately brings to mind a cathedral carved 
into the rock, gigantic spillways carved in granite, river diversions. Titanic 
works. To achieve this century-old project, it was necessary to divert the 
waters of part of the Caniapiscau, Grande Baleine and Opinaca river basins 
into the La Grande River, which is a tributary of the Eastmain River. Three 
power plants. LG2, LG3, LG4, were built spanning a distance of 500 
kilometers. In addition to the power plants, the complex includes 18 
spillways and water flow control structures and a total of 80 dikes. The 
power and the energy produced (3,800 megawatts) are sent to Montreal on 
high voltage lines that can reach 1.5 million volts. A northern town called 
Radisson, which can accommodate up to 18,000 workers, was erected from 
scratch as well as a 450-kilometer road winding through swamps and taiga 
linking Matagami to Radisson built in 450 days, at the rate of one kilometer 
by day. Almost 15 billion US dollars in investments, an epic that forever 
marked the political and economic life of the province of Quebec. 

- "Because the James Bay project is more than a simple hydroelectric 
project" argued the Prime Minister of the time before the National 



Assembly. "It makes logging and mining possible, the opening of a vast 
territory to fishing, hunting, tourism and let us not forget, it allows, in the 
medium term a considerable industrial development, not only for 
Northwestern Quebec but also for all regions Quebecers' social project, 
spurred on by the young, newly elected Prime Minister, will henceforth be 
electric. Moreover, his entire political career will revolve around economic 
development by enhancing the natural resources, especially hydroelectric, of 
the Belle Province. Its political theorem, or rather "the gospel according to 
Robert" as journalists liked to joke, is that Quebec's economic strength is the 
development of natural resources; that within this wealth, the particular asset 
is the hydroelectric wealth and that, third, the development of this 
hydroelectric wealth is the conquest of northern Quebec: New Quebec. 

Another busy working day ends for Feandre Ethier as well as a long month 
of prospecting. - "Hopefully the helicopter can come tomorrow", he 
thinks. The northern climatology being very capricious, a cold and humid 
mist can fall on you in a few minutes and cut you off from civilization for 
several days, sometimes weeks. "Fortunately, the provisions of dried food 
are sufficient," he told a fictitious interlocutor to encourage himself. Years 
of loneliness had developed in him a tic that makes more than one laugh in 

the south, he speaks to himself aloud without noticing it. For the people of 
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Matagami, Feandre Ethier is a very funny man who has lived in the tundra 
and the taiga all his life. He is a storyteller and a joker as we have rarely 
seen. He still has incredible hunting and fishing stories, a sympathetic 
mythomaniac who specializes in implausibility. He tells these stories with a 
lot of color and everyone loves him because everyone loves the "stand up 
comics" of the taverns of Quebec. 

Throughout the month of July, he had sifted through a vast territory around 
Fake Bienville for a Japanese company. It is a soil hardened by permanently 
frozen water. This permafrost is therefore very difficult to drill with the core 
drill. Each 50-centimeter core represents a period of almost 2,000 
years. Each stratum, perfectly visible, may correspond to ten years, as the 
prospector hopes in order to establish a link between the sediments and their 
origin. 

Feandre Ethier, the geologist, has been interested in this region for several 
years. More than 20 years ago, he found very shiny stone fragments 
there. After analyzes in the government's soil and materials laboratory, the 
specialists concluded their expertise by cataloging the sample of impactites 



with no commercial value and closed the file, not for Ethier, on the 
contrary. By harassing the specialists with questions, he eventually learned 
that these fragments were called impactites or fusion glasses. The 
prospector's samples indicated that the rocks had undergone a very high 
pressure from a very powerful shock accompanied by a very high 
temperature sufficient to cause the minerals to melt together. These parts of 
molten and recrystallized rock are called melting glasses. The rocks thus 
reconstituted from molten glass and transformed minerals are the main 
characteristics of a meteorite impact, hence the scientific name of 
impactites. The impactites present the extraordinary interest of preserving 
molecular traces of the meteorite. When the meteorite has volatilized, 
molecules of extraterrestrial origin are trapped in the molten glass so that the 
composition of the impactites represents an uneven mixing of the meteorite 
with the earth's rock. Using the carbon-14 test, specialists identified the time 
of impact at around 25,000 years. Moreover, by comparing these fusion 
glasses with those obtained by experimental underground explosions, it was 
concluded that the force of this impact represented the energy released by 
the explosion of a bomb of 170 megatons, that is to say an explosion 8,500 
times more powerful than the Hiroshima bomb. 

All these learned explanations disappointed the geologist to the highest 

point. "Fusion glasses.fusion glasses" ... he muttered in front of several 

empty beer bottles at the Matagami tavern. With each sip of hops, the 
mythomaniac took up more space in him, so was born the legend of the 
diamonds of "garnottes", a play on words formed from "carrot", designating 
both geological fragments and the red color of the prospector's hair 
system. After years of fruitless research and popular mockery, the prospector 
resigned himself. For more than ten years, we never heard him speak again 

of his treasure despite the repeated attempts of his "brush buddies" wanting 

/ 

to pay a pint of good blood at his expense. Feandre Ethier's diamonds were 
irreparably buried in the depths of his inner mine submerged in beer, gin and 
whiskey. 

In January 1990, the prospector's flame was awakened by the news by the 
Montreal newspapers of the impending harnessing of the Grande Whale 
River, setting in motion phase 2 of the James Bay project. The watershed 
needed for power plants will submerge hundreds of kilometers of land, the 
size of Febanon, under billions of cubic meters of water including the 
prospecting area where it once found the impactites. Even though the 
economic situation was not conducive to investment in prospecting, he 




decided to go to Montreal to try his luck. The Canadian and American 
companies politely declined his offer, some even refused to meet with 
him. Finally, a Japanese mining company, Tokyo Mining, after a summary 
analysis of the melting glasses, agreed to release the funds necessary for a 
month of prospecting in the North, that is to say nearly 15,000 dollars. It will 
be the best investment ever in the history of global geology. 
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Canadians like to think of themselves as a northern people. Yet they never 
understood anything or wanted to learn from a people who managed to live 
in the North for centuries, a people who never sought to modify the 
environment but rather to live in harmony with it. The whites of the south 
have never listened attentively to the voices of people from distant lands. In 
fact, for the Indigenous peoples of Canada and the United States, the 
discovery of the North American continent by Jacques Cartier is the second 
largest land fraud in human history, the first being the discovery of North 
America, south by Christopher Columbus a century ago. In each new 
unexplored region, Canadians have encountered Aboriginal people. The St. 
Lawrence Valley was the homeland of the Iroquois; the whites invaded it, 
the West was the homeland of the Crees; the whites annexed it; the Pacific 
coast was the homeland of the Salismans; the whites occupied it. Today, the 
whites are told that the distant lands of the North are the homeland of the 
Dene and the Inuit, they try to dodge through quasi-fraudulent territorial 
negotiations which will repatriate the natural resources to and for the benefit 
of the south, leaving, on the contrary part of the hundreds of millions of 
dollars that Aboriginal people do not know what to do with, not out of 
ignorance but out of custom. The industrial machine must move forward and 
in order to move forward, it needs natural resources, just like we need food, 
regardless of the fate of the people who live in the path of this machine. If 
the development of Canada in the last century was based on the railroad, that 
of the North was long in the hands of bush pilots. Without them, no 
prospectors, no surveyors, no development. 

/ 

While waiting for the helicopter, Leandre Ethier thinks about the work done 
over the past month. His instinct tells him he's hit the mark. His reasoning is 
simple. Over millions of years, the earth was formed from the decomposition 
of rock and dust carried by the winds. With each century, with each 
millennium, the surface of the planet has become increasingly thicker. The 
rudimentary drilling equipment in his possession did not allow him to reach 



strata of 25,000 years. On the other hand, it was possible for him to reach 
this place by drilling underwater perpendicular to the steep cliff of Lake 
Bienville. Erosion and the perpetual movement of water preventing the 
accumulation of sediment. Great discoveries are almost always born out of 
simplicity. It was therefore once again under the taunts of the population of 
Matagami that he left to prospect a month earlier, this time taking scuba 
diving equipment. 

- "Hey 'Garnotte Cousteau, where are you going!" shouted an 
individual. The new nickname circled the village at lightning speed. A 
nickname is like a mark of Cain, the mark remains indelible there like an 
armadillo. 

The sound of the rotor brought him out of his reverie. Finally... 

Ill 

Matagami. 

Matagami proudly calls itself the capital of the Middle North of Quebec, 
population, 10,000 inhabitants. This city experienced considerable growth 
during preparatory work for phase 1 of the James Bay project: the 
harnessing of the La Grande river in 1965. At the end of the 1970s, this small 
mining town, 175 kilometers north of Amos, never ceased to dream, to make 
projects, to invest, to build, to believe that it would quickly become the 

nerve center of everyone, development of James Bay. The great hopes for 

/ 

prosperity begin when the exploration teams arrive; Leandre Ethier in the 
lead, and create a certain animation. The Hydro-Quebec transshipment yard 
and the airport are overflowing with activity. Matagami quickly takes on the 
appearance of a mushroom town. At the Town Hall, we dream. Ten years 
later, Matagami's economic dream collapsed with the opening of the 
Matagami-LG2 road and the birth of the first construction site. Almost all 
lucrative activities followed the northern route. Today, goods are still 
transhipped there, but it is no longer the promised El Dorado. Matagami has 
become a small mining town again, but it still has scars that still appear. The 
only major change, in 1965, Matagami was the city at the end of the world, 
now it is a link city between Montreal and LG 2 where gold no longer flows 
freely. 

On the way back, flying over the LG2 watershed, the inevitable 
happened; the fog bank. A veritable inland sea, this basin is at the origin of a 



major climatic upheaval the extent of which meteorologists are only 
beginning to measure. And that's only the beginning. In 15 years, when 
phases 2 and 3 are completed, the hydrographic basin will cover the 
equivalent of France. Quebecers are artificially creating a sea equal to or 
greater than the Aral Sea that the Soviets have succeeded in destroying just 
as artificially. 

- "God damn it, how do you manage to find your way around"? 

The pilot gives a loud laugh. - "God is my co-pilot, he cries in a hoarse voice 
covering the noise of the rotor and stops insulting him, we badly need him. 
Believe me, he is now the guide". . 

Ethier found the technique of piloting God very reckless, it must be said that 
God had learned to pilot in Vietnam, the rase-mottes, that knows him. The 
only way to navigate and increase visibility is to fly close to spruce trees and 
follow the course of rivers. A real roller coaster. 

On his quasi-clandestine arrival at Matagami airport, the prospector moved 
with an alert step towards the counter of Quebec Air, never having been able 
to call otherwise this aviation company, now Intair Canadian, which 
contributed largely to the development of northern Quebec. Quebec Air 
means keeping the bond of affection that unites this man and all the other 
pioneers of the North to this venerable institution of the twin-engine 
aircraft. The load of aggregates, nearly 1,500 kilos, was recorded and 
therefore left for Montreal where the next day, under the wings of an Air 
Canada freighter, it will reach its final destination, Narita airport in Tokyo, 
then the Tokyo Mining laboratories. Preferring to flee the gibes of his 
companions, the geologist did not go to the tavern that evening. Back home, 
after a delicious hot shower, he drained a 40 ounces of big gin and fell 
asleep. The next day, after a restful sleep, he headed for the tavern at 8 am, 
ordered a lumberjack lunch with a high cholesterol content and undertook a 
binge that would last two weeks he had sworn to himself. 

Maintaining a frantic pace, Ethier had largely exceeded the limit of 0.8 and 
this for 48 hours. Meanwhile, on the other side of the planet, the load of 
aggregates finally arrives in Narita, the loads to be more precise that of 
Northern Quebec and another coming from the Soviet Union on an Aeroflot 
flight which must both take the direction of Tokyo Mining. Seeing that the 
two loads were going to the same place, the office dispatcher ordered the 



two loads to be loaded in a jumble into the company truck. This innocuous 
gesture of a Japanese worker allied to the instinct of an alcoholic Quebec 
prospector will be at the origin of one of the greatest scientific discoveries of 
the end of this century. The history of humanity is thus strewn with 
anonymous heroes who, by innocuous gestures, mark destiny. 

IV 

Japan 

Even though Japanese civilization has existed for several centuries, modern 
Japan is only 120 years old. On January 3, 1868, for the first time in 
millennia, the emperor opened Japan to foreign influences by proclaiming 
the end of the power of Shogun Togugawa; the decay of the social and 
economic system accentuated its fall. A new glorious name was immediately 
given, according to custom, to the reign of the new emperor. It was called 
the Meiji Reign: Enlightened Government. The only 16-year-old Emperor 
Meiji brought to power a firm spirit, matured by events, open to bold 
novelties. He had a remarkable gift, that of knowing how to surround 
himself with excellent advisers who, like him, were burning with an ardent 
desire to make Japan a new one. Japan, until then divided into multiple 
clans, became, under the shock of the West, a nation united by a kind of 
psychological fusion reinforced by a remarkable linguistic and racial 
unity. Reduced to the dimensions of North America, the Japanese racial unit 
would be equivalent to a Canadian and American population of 250 million 
individuals, 98% of which would be of Indian race. 

Opening up to foreign policy, Emperor Meiji and his advisers pondered at 
length the examples of Egypt and Turkey who, after getting into debt, 
squandered the funds borrowed in Europe, thus providing a pretext for 
intervention, colonial-type foreigner. Japan's economic take-off under Meiji 
took place quickly without any foreign capital since the penetration of 
foreign capital compromised national independence. The growth of 
industrialization was dazzling, exports doubled, sparking European 
protectionism. The zaibatsu (power of money), a true family oligarchy, share 
large-scale industry and commerce, asserting economic power as a 
counterweight to military power. The Meiji generation was remarkable on 
all fronts: responsible government, economic and industrial development 
which promotes the expansion of Arts and Letters and of Japanese culture in 
general. The men of the Meiji generation were great because they were 
formed by the revolution of modern Japan, itself carried by powerful 



historical forces. Unfortunately, success did not last long for Emperor Meiji 
who died in 1912 at the age of 60. 

The post-Meiji era, the Showa era of Emperor Hiro-Hito was the one in 
which new problems arose on all sides, to which narrow-minded soldiers 
were increasingly going to impose their solutions and lead the country to 
ruin. 

Tokyo, August 16, 1990 

Three weeks have passed since the arrival of the aggregates. Nihisma, slim 
but strong, proudly wearing a full blazer, silk tie, president and CEO of 
Tokyo Mining, leans back in the leather chair and looks out the panoramic 
window of his office on the twentieth floor of his headquarters, company 
located in the satellite district of Ikebukuro north of downtown 
Tokyo. Ikebukuro developed around the most important railway junction in 
the capital. You will find everything that the metropolis can offer without 
having to venture into its center. The center of Tokyo is a hell of noise and 
pollution caused by the traffic of millions of cars and trucks. It is the only 
city in the world that allows private or non-private helicopters to fly over the 
city center day and night. Noise frequently reaches the critical tolerance 
threshold during peak hours. Experts have warned Tokyo city councilors: if 
noise levels continue at the rate of the past 20 years, by the end of the 
century, no 10-year-old will be found with normal hearing. This is why 
Nihisma decided, one day, to move the head office of his company further 
north. Tokyo Mining overlooks the Seibu, one of the largest shopping 
complexes in the world, covering 35 hectares and whose 40 entrances 
welcome more than 200,000 customers every day. 

Absorbed in his thoughts, the Japanese CEO abruptly leaves the panoramic 
view and takes a new look at the report which is in front of him, 
sighing. Sixty-two-year-old Nihisma is the perfect example of the rigor and 
legendary discipline of the Japanese. Forty years ago, it was as a jugyoin 
(employee) that he enlisted in Tokyo Mining because that is what it is. The 
system of life-long employment is the basis with the family of the Japanese 
socio-economic system, the pillars of which are mutual loyalty and the will 
to unite all forces in the direction of greater efficiency. In the company, all 
employees feel united and each voice has the same force. This is why the 
word rodosha (worker) is never used, we prefer shain (member of the 
company). Nihisma is a CEO, but above all a shain of an impetuous vitality 



and a harshness that his especially Western competitors fear. He is one of 
those known as the new samurai, those who trade like others wage 
war; "peaceful" economic policy supplanting militarist policy. Nothing 
could better symbolize the soul of these new kings of international trade than 
Bushido (the way of the knights), a model of behavior to which every 
samurai must submit. The influence of Bushido, once of a warlike nature, 
suddenly became one of the precepts of the art of Japanese 
commerce. Almost a third of Japanese business leaders say they are of direct 
samurai ancestry and over 50% of large business leaders have their roots in 
the samurai universe including Nihisma. 

On this morning in mid-August, Nihisma has just taken the most crucial 
decision of his long career as an administrator while once again reading the 
report of Professor Yokoi, chief chemist of the Study, Research, Mapping 
and Analysis Service, of Tokyo Mining samples. Never before has the 
handwritten mention "urgent and confidential" from the very hand of the 
researcher taken on so much meaning. Professor Yokoi did not go all the 
way. The conclusion of the report is brief, eloquent and above all 
unimaginable a few hours before. 

Because the Canadian and Russian aggregates arrived in a jumble, the chief 
chemist decided to put some order in this mess by taking care of the routine 
analyzes himself. The Soviet aggregates came from the Siberian Republic of 
Yakutia which, according to infrared photos from Japanese detection 
satellites, would be the largest mineral region in the world not yet 
mined. The Japanese mining cartel has been interested in this territory for 
several years, but the Soviet leaders have always refused access to 
it. Lacking capital and foreign currency, the Moscow Ministry of Mines 
agreed in early June to issue a prospecting permit in return for hard 
cash. Two weeks later, a prospecting team was already on site. The Russian 
aggregates, the first surprise, revealed the presence of ytterbium, an ore of 
the rare earth family. We know the fantastic properties of this mineral and 
the extraordinary possibilities it offers in advanced technology, but the 
scarcity of the material made all commercial uses null and void. Japanese 
surveyors' field records indicated that the samples came from 25 different 
boreholes spanning 25 km, one well per kilometer inside the Stanovoi 
Mountains, mountain ranges crisscrossing southern Yakutia. The scientist's 
verified and cross-checked analyzes confirmed a grade of 0.87 troy 
ouncespH, a purity which is found in the 25 samples. Japanese prospectors 


had therefore discovered a mountain, a mountain range formed of almost 
pure ytterbium. A phenomenal discovery. 


* * The troy ounce is used to measure the weight of rare and precious metals 

s 

The analysis of Leandre Ethier's samples turned out to be a real 
headache. The Quebec aggregates in fact did not meet any of the 
specificities for all mineral families. Either there is a mistake or he has 
discovered a new ore hitherto unknown on earth. According to the 
geometrical surveys of the prospector, this new material would extend over 
several kilometers on the shores of Lake Bienville; extraordinary mining 
potential, provided we know of course what this ore could be used for. The 
only possible avenue for the moment is that the impactites of Nouveau- 
Quebec are formed from zirconium and iridium, two other rare materials 
whose contents are, again here, excessive, amalgamated by an intense fusion 
of several thousand degrees. Kelvin to another unknown substance probably 
of extraterrestrial origin. The scientist was at this stage of his report when he 
reread what he had just written. "Intense fusion ... Intense fusion ... Why 
not," he said to himself. 


Montreal, August 16, 90 


V 


The regional agglomeration of Montreal, with nearly three million citizens, 
forms not only the first urban community in Quebec, the ninth largest 
agglomeration in North America, but also makes Montreal the second 
French-speaking city in the world. Cradle of French civilization in America, 
Montreal has also taken on a decidedly North American and cosmopolitan 
character. A forest of skyscrapers dominates it and gives it a slender 
appearance. The island of Montreal is one of the most important business 
centers in America. More than 200 large companies have their head offices 
there, a dozen banks, 15 large insurance companies, several securities 
brokerage firms, as well as the Stock Exchange and the three main Canadian 
consulting engineering groups (Lavalin-SNC, Monenco and Triton Systeme) 
which are among the top 15 firms of their kind in the world. The greater 
Montreal region occupies a little less than three percent of Quebec's 
territory, but it includes more than half of the Quebec population and more 
than 70% of manufacturing production (9,000 companies). 



Located 660 kilometers from the Atlantic Ocean, on the shores of the 
St.Lawrence River, the Port of Montreal is the gateway par excellence to the 
hinterland which includes Central and Western Canada as well as the 
American "Midwest". This immense "hinterland" has a population of 100 
million inhabitants with an enormous production and consumption 
capacity. Montreal is also home to the headquarters of the Societe de 
l'energie de la Baie James (SEBJ) and Hydro-Quebec, both state-owned and 
among the most powerful hydroelectric corporations in the world. . 

Richard Pepin, 50, lawyer by profession and fine negotiator is at the head of 
Hydro-Quebec, the largest state-owned company in Quebec. The president, 
seated in front of a huge solid oak table filled with microphones, has just 
announced at a press conference that all hydroelectric expansion work will 
be put forward by two years to meet consumption; a development plan 
bordering on 60 billion. Following the harnessing of the Grande River, 
Quebec decided to equip itself with a new heavy industrial sector, based on 
the abundance of cheap electricity. It is in Quebec that we find the largest 
aluminum production complex in the Western world. Large consumers of 
electricity, aluminum smelters, among others, have an interest in coming to 
Quebec. It is in fact the desire of Quebec to transform the shores of the St. 
Lawrence into a kind of "Aluminum Valley" devouring electricity. Contracts 
for the sale of thousands of megawatts to the American states of New 
England and New York greatly jeopardize Hydro-Quebec's production 
capacity. The fear of nuclear power, the pollution of coal from thermal 
power plants and the enormous energy needs of the Americans, nearly 5,200 
megawatts, are helping to get ahead of the development program, probably 
one of the most daring on this planet with several tens of billions of 
investment and income. The Grande Baleine project is the keystone of 
Quebec's industrial strategy for the 21st century. When it is completed, 
Quebec will produce half of the electricity in Canada, that is, a quarter of the 
hydroelectricity produced in North America. The hydrographic map of the 
time will show for all to see a flooded territory of an incredible area. 

VI 

Post at La Baleine, New Quebec. 

The Grande Baleine project is as gigantic as the majestic river that flows into 
Hudson Bay and which bears its name. The Grande Baleine, Petite Baleine, 
Nastapoca and Boutin rivers will be diverted to form four immense 
reservoirs to store water. Several dikes and dams will be built to channel the 



retained water to the three power plants known under the names GB1, GB2, 
GB3, production capacity: 3,060 megawatts. An area of over 3,000 square 
km will be affected by this huge hydroelectric complex according to Hydro- 
Quebec, 5,000 square km according to the Cree Indians who oppose the 
project. For the Cree chief of the Whapmagoostui band, a village at the 
mouth of the Great Whale River, the watershed will destroy the valleys 
where vegetation and wildlife are concentrated. The increase in mercury 
levels, up to 9 times above the critical threshold, will have negative impacts 
on the fish which in turn will contaminate the Amerindians who have 
inhabited the territory for millennia. Not to mention, the procession of social 
problems that inevitably lead to this kind of major projects. Confronted with 
a culture that does not share the same values, forced to remain in physical 
and moral ghettos, the Cree, in desperation of causes, became violent 
towards themselves and turned to alcoholism, cocaine and others, narcotics, 
bringing with them an impressive rise in family disputes, child sexual abuse 
and suicide. The rate of violent death including suicide is several times 
higher than that observed in Quebec and elsewhere in Canada. Reduced 
access to the traditional diet increases cases of malnutrition. It is the whole 
dismantling of the social fabric and the disintegration of the family that are 
at issue here. 


Tokyo, August 16, 90 


Vll 


Nihisma is reading the report for the xth time, and each time he feels a 
certain fear, anxiety mixed with immeasurable joy. He now knows more 
than any other that this discovery will have international scientific 
repercussions that will upset the planet's energy chessboard. But above all, 
he knows that Japan is, for the moment, the only holder of the secret. 

A few days earlier, the scientist Yokoi had visited a blast furnace in the 
suburbs of Tokyo where he was able to proceed with the intense fusion of 
the aggregates. Out of simple curiosity, he decided to melt Soviet ytterbium 
in a single mold with melting glasses from New Quebec. Back in the 
laboratory, he attempted several complex scientific experiments in order to 
discover the hidden properties of this unique alloy on earth. After several 
failures, several days of effort, the alloy finally revealed one of its secrets: 
superconductivity at room temperature, the dream of all researchers in 
industrial nations, so considerable are the applications in advanced 



technology, an incredible technological advance for Japan is already a good 
leader in many areas of basic research. 


Until now, a significant part of the transmitted electricity was lost due to the 
resistance of the materials, which act as brakes on the current. Energy loss is 
considerable, perhaps 50% loss in the production and transportation 
stages. The new material discovered by Yokoi allows electricity to be used 
without slowing it down. Anything that runs on electricity, refrigerators, 
boats, subways, will be able to run with half the energy and twice the size of 
motors. Supercomputers will leap several generations in speed, power and 
volume, and magnetic suspension trains, which "levitate" on the rails and 
spin frictionlessly almost as fast as an airplane, will become profitable. More 
so, Nihisma now knew that the material discovered enabled the manufacture 
of the cell that converts liquid hydrogen into electricity. Japan is now able to 
control all of the world's energy production. Given the magnitude of the 
discovery, the CEO of Tokyo Mining called an extraordinary meeting of 
Hakko Ishui. 


Quebec. 


Vlll 


For the Cree Indians of James Bay, the Great Whale project is equivalent to 
drowning more than 5,000 years of history under the mass of reservoir 
water. For millennia, the Crees have lived in small mobile communities 
covering an immense territory. Trapping, hunting and fishing routes 
stretched from the middle north to New England, following the valley of the 
St. Lawrence; a secular semi-nomadic tradition of hunters and gatherers then 
prevailed. The establishment in 1760 of the Hudson's Bay Company shifted 
from a self-sustaining economy to a European-type market economy. After 
the establishment of the trading company, a vast movement of 
sedentarization was set in motion in order to eradicate the virus of nomadism 
from these populations. Churches and government departments saw this as a 
great opportunity to cultivate them and thus gain access to the paradise of 
Western civilization. One of the first missionaries declared to these tribes: 
"Those who live in Christ, live by agriculture". The transition from tents to 
houses by the creation of reserves, a sort of Canadian-style gulag, as well as 
the obligation of school attendance from September to June for Amerindian 
children are the determining and decisive factors in the acculturation of the 
Natives. Education, yes, but not too much, because until 1952, the law 
prohibited Amerindians from attending Canadian universities. Amerindian 



acculturation is measured by the difference between the forest and the 
reserve. 

Such a moral assault deeply marked the first inhabitants of Canada who, 
despite everything, since the arrival of the whites, clung to their beliefs, to 
their own identity, to their origin. This awareness of their identity has given 
them pride not only coming from the past, but also resolutely turned towards 
the future. On the announcement of phase I of the James Bay project, the 
harnessing of the Riviere la Grande in the heart of the Cree territory, they 
got organized and legally challenged the project. A resounding judgment of 
Judge Malouf confirmed the land rights of the Cree Indians and granted an 
injunction thus stopping the construction of the dams. The government now 
had to negotiate; thus was born the James Bay agreement, a sweet revenge 
of the Amerindians. This 500-page agreement is the only modern treaty 
signed by Aboriginal people. For a sum of 225 million dollars, they 
renounced their rights to a territory of 1,080,000 square kilometers, almost 
twice the size of France, with the exception of the lands neighboring their 
communities, (category 1 lands) kept a exclusive hunting, fishing and 
trapping rights in category 11 lands and non-exclusive over the rest of the 
territory (category 111). 

In return, the document recognizes an autonomous regional government and 
contains a long list of government commitments in terms of housing, 
education and community facilities. Cree languages and culture will now be 
taught in schools. The agreement also allowed the Indian bands to be 
incorporated, to use their assets as collateral for the purpose of bank loans 
allowing the joint venture with the outside. Thus were born corporations like 
Air Creebec, Cree Yamaha, Cree Housing Corporation which are today the 
pride of this people once dispossessed of everything, living on social 
assistance. 

One of the most innovative clauses of the agreement is the guaranteed 
income program for hunters and fishermen (43% of the community) 
administered by the Government of Quebec. This program has almost 
replaced social assistance benefits. To be eligible, a hunter must spend at 
least 120 days in the forest. This Quebec creation, unique in the world, 
allowed the Aboriginals to maintain their traditional way of life without 
counting the economic benefits for the community: hunting provides a 
supply of necessary meat, feeds the transport and equipment industry as well 
as that of fur, of which the Crees are the main suppliers. A program which 



demonstrates that peaceful coexistence between white interests in the South 
and indigenous peoples in the North is possible. The honeymoon will have 
been short-lived. With phase 11, the Big Whale project, everything collapses, 
rather drowns. The entire fragile ecosystem of this northern territory will be 
disrupted: 12 centuries-old trapping and hunting grounds or lines will either 
be modified or flooded as well as the nesting areas for hundreds of species 
of waterfowl and migratory birds. Less game, the beautiful guaranteed 
income program becomes inadequate, it's a return to poverty and social 
assistance Peaceful coexistence is over, again, the Crees have taken back the 
warpath. 


X 

Japan 

The Hakko Ishui Club is arguably the most powerful financial group on the 
planet. All the big industrial cartels called zaibatsu and all the big banks are 
represented there. Already in 1945, at the end of the Second World War, 
General MacArthur tried in vain to dismantle this financial oligarchy. 

In a country dominated by its economy, most of the power naturally belongs 
to the big bosses, to the managers of industrial Japan. It is from them that the 
major orientations come, they are the ones who hold the most important 
order books. As much as Showa-era Japan was ruled by the military clan, 
today it is ruled by the rulers of modern zaibatsu. Almost all zaibatsu are 
grouped together under the roof of the fabulous keiretsu. 

The keiretsu represents on the global financial scene the most formidable 
weapon of the Japanese economy. The keiretsu is a cartel of cartels, it is the 
associative meeting of the largest Japanese zaibatsu who, in turn, control 
thousands of companies. There are seven keiretsu in Japan: Mitsubishi, 
Mitsui, Sumitomo, Fuyo, Sanwa, Dai-Chi and Kanggo. The seven together 
have cumulative assets of $ 4,298 billion, which represents 15% of Japan's 
gross national product, and employs 2 million Japanese. Seventy-eight 
percent of the annual trading volume on the Tokyo Stock Exchange 
originates from these seven keiretsu; a capitalization estimated at 2.5 trillion, 
5 times more than the entire Canadian economy. 

Again, it is only the analogy with the military that allows us to fully 
understand the structure of a keiretsu. The keiretsu is the aircraft carrier of 
the Japanese economy. Each plane represents different company in different 



business sectors. The aircraft carrier is defended by an escort of destroyers, 
the zaibatsu. As in the navy, employee discipline (shain) is essential. It is 
recommended that each employee preferably buy his golf balls, television, 
household appliances, food products, insurance, plane tickets, toilet paper 
and deposit his savings inside the system of companies and banks forming 
the keiretsu. Not only in Japan, we buy Japanese but we buy inside the 
keiretsu in which we work; farewell to foreign competition, the keiretsu 
forming an almost impassable wall between them. 

The chief command of the seven keiretsu, aircraft carrier of the economy 
rests in the hands of the Club JJakko Ishui, it is there that the major 
international strategies are decided. Internally, club members have a duty to 
help each other in case of difficulties. If, for example, an American 
heavyweight like Exxon (turnover 87.3 billion) is stupid enough to take on 
Mitsubishi Oil (turnover: 5.2 billion) to swallow it, he will not face him a 
featherweight but a "colossal family" far more muscular than him. If by 
hypothesis, the Mitsubishi family could not settle their account with Exxon, 
they would then have recourse to a more extended "family", that of the 
Hakko Ishui club. This typically Japanese financial behavior is called by 
economists: the strategy of cross-shareholdings. This strategy is both an 
offensive and defensive weapon which allows a large part of the capital of 
the company coveted by a foreign rival to be kept out of the market. This 
capital is found "suddenly" held in the coffers of shareholders and reliable 
friends in other words, by the zaibatsu affiliated to the keiretsu to which 
Mitsubishi Oil belongs. 

In terms of global strategy, the keiretsu cut the entire planetary industry into 
as many targets that are reduced one after the other, a bit like eating a 
sausage, round after round until devour the whole. The transition from one 
industrial target to another only takes place after having reached the world 
rank and eliminated the most foreign competitors. This strategy is 
intelligence-driven in itself. Each keiretsu has entire services of translators 
who go through day after day everything that is printed or edited in order to 
draw up summaries. The integrated network of information available to 
keiretsu executives is unique in the world and extremely effective. Thanks to 
the power of information, the Hakko Ishui club rule from far and from above 
and have collegial power above the government whose inspiration and 
advice in fact dictate to the cabinet of ministers its main duties and against 
which he cannot go. It is these leaders of the supreme economic directorate 



for the most part unknown to the Japanese themselves that Nihisma, CEO of 
Tokyo Mining, summons urgently for an extraordinary meeting. 


XI 


Siberia 

Next to the European lands of the Soviet Union, Siberia is the eastern 
adventure of the Russians. For a long time, multiple worlds crossed in this 
harsh immensity surrounded by taiga, swamps and deserts. From the Urals to 
Sakhalin, one met in turn Bashkirs and Hirghiz, Tatars and Ostiaks, Buryats 
and Tungouses. The famous Cossack Yermak launched, in 1582, the Russian 
conquest by driving back the Tatars towards the east. The Russian advance 
ended in 1860 in the Pacific provinces. The port of Vladivostok was founded 
in the same year. 

The Russian Empire worked to consolidate its presence by conceding land to 
peasant settlers and by mass deporting prisoners who provided cheap labor 
as loggers and miners. France doing the same to colonize New France a 
century earlier. A cosmopolitan world of merchants, gold miners, Cossacks 
and traffickers mingled in the kabaki of Yakourst, the capital, a sort of fur, 
gold and general store counters. The development of mineral wealth 
hastened the construction of the Trans-Siberian at the beginning of the 
century. As in Canada, the railroad was the centerpiece of Soviet economic 
development, favoring the penetration of the territory by immigrants. As in 
Canada for the Amerindians and the Inuit, colonization and industrialization 
wreaked havoc on the populations of Bashkirs, Tatars, Ostiaks and 
others. Today, few of the fine traditions of the Bashkir riders or the Ostiak 
fishermen of the Ob basin remain. 

Ytterbium deposits in the Autonomous Republic of Yakutia are 
geographically located south of the Yakut capital in the Stanovoi 
Mountains. Yakutia is to Russia what New Quebec is to Quebec multiplied 
by 1,000, so immense is the surface area and the natural resources of its 
soil. This Siberian autonomous republic, the size of France, cut in two by the 
Fena River, the eighth river in the world, is the jewel of the Soviet empire; a 
rough diamond that Japanese, Americans and Europeans envy, and for good 
reason. 



First, natural gas, an ocean containing one-eighth of the world's known 
reserves, oil reserves equal to half of the entire Arab world, far greater than 
North American reserves. Many do not know that the largest oil company in 
the world is the Soviet state. The Yakut taiga has half the Siberian timber, 
fifteen times the volume of timber felled each year on the planet. Diamond 
deposits are estimated at ten million carats: 22% of world reserves. Gold, 
mountains of gold, nearly 23% of the world's reserves; tons of mica, a 
precious material essential to the computer industry. Yakutia alone could 
ensure a thousand years of coal consumption for the whole world. Huge 
reserves of asbestos, tungsten, molybdenum, zinc, lead, manganese, nickel, 
iron, silver and uranium, in short, the largest ore reserves in the world 
without count the territories not yet prospected but whose geological history 
is similar. A Russian legend reports that God, upon arriving in Siberia, froze 
his hands and spilled his entire bag of natural riches. When Western 
governments and industrialists wish the success of the plan to restructure the 
Soviet economy (perestroika), it is in reality Yakutia's natural resources that 
they all dream of one day appropriating. Inhospitable and distant land, land 
of exile for political dissidents, Siberia is a set of little exploited lands as 
recalled by the Tatar origin of its name: "sib" (to sleep), "ir" (land), literally: 
" slumbering lands "The big engineering companies will take care of waking 
them up. 


Xll 


Tokyo, Japan, September 2, 90 

The name of the most powerful financial group on the planet comes from the 
ancient imperial doctrine of Hakko Ishui that the Emperor of the Rising Sun 
has the divine right to rule "the eight corners of the world". Divine right 
which was forever alienated with the end of World War II; Emperor Hiro- 
Hito having renounced, under the order of Washington, all his titles or 
divine rights, relegating him to the rank of ordinary citizen. On the other 
hand, it is universally accepted today that the big names in Japanese industry 
such as Honda, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Sanyo, Sony, as well as Japanese banks 
(nine of the ten largest in the world) reign supreme, and of course the "eight 
corners of the world". The West understood too late that the imperial powers 
which they had usurped the emperor were repatriated by the main Japanese 
industrial and financial conglomerates and adapted to the economic realities 
of our modern time. Don't the meetings of the Hakko Ishui club take place 
according to the ancient rite of Gozen Haigi, the sacred imperial 



conference? Instead of talking about military strategy, we discuss economic 
strategy; which amounts to the same thing: the yen being the ammunition, 
the zaibatsu shains are the infantry and bankers, industrialists and brokers, 
the new samurai. 

According to the custom of the Hakko Ishui club, only the man who called 
the exceptional meeting will have the right to speak, silence is required for 
all other members. At the end of their presentation, each will retire alone to a 
small cell to reflect and meditate. It is only when all the members return that 
we can finally discuss the purpose of the meeting. In monastic silence, 
Nihisma nervously begins his speech. 

- "The conquest of energy is the history of humanity. From the ancestral 
conquest of fire was born the greatest conquests of man. For the first time, a 
being appropriated the environment to transform it into a source of energy. 
From this date, all human culture will be born from the efforts of man to 
transform, preserve, transmit or defend this energy. From these efforts will 
be born fabulous inventions: water wheel, turbine, steam engine, windmill, 
gas engine, atom fission. Atrocious wars will also be born in order to 
appropriate or defend them. And yet history teaches us that these wars were 
a mistake, plundering the nourishing territories of Asia and Africa, the 
Roman Empire appropriated more energy than Greece, with its sober 
regime, possessed in the 5th century. But Rome produced no poems, no 
statue, no original architecture, no scientific work, no comparable 
philosophy e to the Odyssey, to the Parthenon, to the works of Greek 
sculptors of the 6th and 5th centuries and to the science of Pythagoras, 
Euclid, Archimedes, Hero. Thus the grandeur, luxury and quantitative power 
of the Romans, despite their extraordinary engineering skills, remained 
relatively insignificant. Even for the development of technology in general, 
the work of Greek mathematicians was more important. This is why no 
effective ideal of collective well-being can be based solely on increasing 
energy production and even less on a constant increase in consumption. The 
whole West is learning this bitter lesson at its expense. " 

- "I must, Nishima continues nervously, to warn you against an excess of 
euphoria over this discovery which I will now tell you about. As you know, 
the entire international scientific community is working hard to converting 
liquid hydrogen, the fuel of the 21st century, into energy for everyday 
consumption. Molten hydrogen feeds the sun, but its association with 
oxygen provides us with water. This is precisely the simplicity of this alloy 



hydrogen-oxygen which has allowed us, since the end of the last century, to 
create liquid hydrogen by electrolysis of water. The energy possibilities are 
real and fascinating given the multiple advantages of this element which is 
both the simplest and the most most abundant in the Universe. However, the 
energy applications of hydrogen remain, for the most part, at the 
experimental stage. All the problems arise from the fact that one is unable to 
create an e-conversion cell. The efficiency of hydrogen in terms of 
consumption energy, so to speak, closing the loop. We can easily produce 
liquid hydrogen, we cannot consume its energy ... at least until 
today. Thanks to an alloy available in large quantities, the secret of which 
only we know and discovered by Professor Yokoi, we have this conversion 
battery. I let you think about the consequences of this discovery which is 
both scientifically fabulous and politically dangerous. Here we are faced 
with both political and moral issues. If we are to use sensibly and wisely the 
enormous sources of energy at our disposal, we also owe it to ourselves to 
examine in detail and even bring about the events necessary for the desirable 
end that we have all promised to accomplish before our Emperor Hiro. - 
Hito, the day before his death. It is therefore today possible for us to fulfill 
the last wish of the emperor which, by being fulfilled, will allow the 
transition from the Showa era to the Heisi era known as "the state of peace 
found". 

Without a single sigh or whisper, all retreated to their cell ... all were 
smiling. Several years later, historians will call this period; "The transitory 
era of the lily". 

Xlll 

Poste a la Baleine, New Quebec 

For the Cree spokespersons gathered in the Grand Council of bands, 
opposition to the Great Whale project is categorical, not only because it 
threatens their survival as an indigenous people but also, because this 
ecological disaster, the most important in North America. North will be 
used, in large part, to supply the Americans with electricity under 
questionable long-term export contracts. They insisted at length on the loss 
of control of their population, on the degeneration of youth grappling with 
endemic alcohol and drug problems. These problems, if they are not unique 
to the people of the North, become catastrophic for a nation of 8,000 
dispersed people who are seeing a major cultural change in their way of life 



imposed. Since the construction of the Matagami-LG2 road, hundreds of 
"white savages" have invaded their ancestral territories. 4X4 caravans have 
spread through this fragile ecosystem with its procession of noise and 
abandoned beer cans. All terrain trucks equipped with 19 cubic feet cooler 
filled with trout, walleye, pike. Lakes have seen themselves deprived in a 
few hours of their main parents. The perverse effect of northern tourism 
development: the poaching industry, of which some Amerindians are also 
guilty, risks destroying the value of the territory. 

But the most dangerous is yet to come. The entire development of James 
Bay, whose hydrographic basins will cover the size of France, is only the tip 
of the iceberg of northern development compared to the Grand Canal project 
already nicknamed "The environmental Frankenstein" 

The United States is going to have serious water supply problems in the 
relatively near future due to the drying up of the aquifers, the water tables in 
the American Midwest. The Grand Canal project therefore consists of 
transforming James Bay into an immense sea of fresh water. To do this, we 
would separate James Bay from JJudson Bay by a 160-kilometer dike 
between Churchill in Manitoba and New Quebec. The fresh water stored in 
this way will then be transported to the Great Lakes and from there to other 
parts of Canada and the United States. To get there, the water will follow the 
Harricana river whose course will be "reversed" by means of eight stepped 
reservoirs following one another over 270 kilometers. Then, the water will 
be discharged by a canal into the upper reaches of the Ottawa River near Val 
d'Or in Quebec from where it will flow south through Lake 
Temiscamingue. Near Mattawa in Ontario, the water will flow again into 
Lake Nipissing and then through the French River into Lake Huron. The 
several hundred megawatts needed by pumping stations to transport water 
would be supplied by Hydro-Quebec from the dams of the NBR phase. From 
the Great Lakes, water would be redistributed through a transcontinental 
network of pipelines, aqueducts and drainage canals. The Grand Canal will 
require an investment of 100 billion spread over eight years; 50 billion for 
the construction of the dike separating Hudson's Bay from James Bay and 
the transfer of water to the Great Lakes and an additional equal sum for the 
pipeline to the United States. According to the Crees, with the Grand Canal 
project, we no longer speak of socio-economic impacts but of cultural 
genocide. 


XIV 



Tokyo, Japan, September 2, 90 

After an hour of seclusion and meditation, the Hakko Ishui group reformed 
and according to custom, the dean of the assembled members, the president 
of Mitsubishi spoke. 

- "Gentlemen, I believe that this hour of reflection has enabled us to measure 
the economic, political and strategic extent of the secrecy that we possess. I 
would like to thank Mr. Nihisma for the accuracy of his remarks and his 
very justified warning. . My first concern, you all know me, will be of a 
financial nature. Currently, if I am not mistaken, the production of hydrogen 
is three times the cost of petroleum. According to you, Professor Sakaimoto, 
how could we make this discovery profitable? " 

- "The answer comes from Germany and environmental groups slowly 
replied the director of the National Energy Institute. Hydrogen is a pure 
environmentalist product. No more C02 pollution from cars, hydrogen is a 
clean fuel. Abandonment also of coal-fired power stations; no more 
Chernobyls and Tree Miles Island on the planet, within 30 years, nuclear 
power falls into disuse. Not only, liquid hydrogen is easily transported by 
sea but, in addition, all it takes to produce it are masses of water and 
electricity, in short this discovery is an ecological and financial miracle. 
Imagine the industries and the houses of the planet, all converted to 
hydrogen thanks to the conversion battery. " 

- "But why did Germany take back the president of Toyota?" 

- "This is the most important aspect, German citizens are the first in the 
world to want to add to the cost of oil the costs of pollution; green GNP if 
you will. From now on natural resources and goods resulting consumption 
will be priced which will include the cost of environmental damage and the 
cost of decontamination programs. All industrialized countries will have to 
follow the German example in the near future. This green surcharge gives 
hydrogen a boost, strong competitive position, billions of profits in prospect. 
Just for Japan, this discovery represents a substantial saving because to meet 
the demand for electricity in 2010, we will have to build, according to our 
forecasts, 40 nuclear power stations. Look at China , our neighbor, the 
biggest market of the 21st century, consumes so much coal that every square 
kilometer of Beijing, (Beijing) the capital, receives on average 39.2 tons of 



dust during in the winter months, I did say 39.2 tonnes per square kilometer. 

ft 


- "Okay for the financial and environmental benefits but what about the 
political aspect continued the CEO of the Bank of Tokyo. This discovery 
represents a net cut of at least 50% of oil production, that will OPEC and the 
oil multinationals do? " 

- "You are right, resumed Sakaimoto, that is why caution is required. We 
will address these considerations later in due course. At the moment, we 
have another problem on our hands." 

- "A problem!" Worries Nihisma 

- "Not insurmountable but let's say in size .... rather delicate." 

- "Of a political nature?" asks the mining boss again 

- "Politics and economics sharply slice Sakaimoto. I mean mining rights. 
The Republic of Yakutia poses little problem; its foreign exchange needs 
will allow us to obtain them easily; the great difficulty comes from Quebec." 

- "What a difficulty!" Nihisma gets carried away 

- "Millions of cubic meters of water said slowly Sakaimoto so that everyone 
understands well. In five years, the Canadian mining deposit, by its 
geographical location in the heart of the Great Whale watershed, will be 
submerged under mountains of water . We have no choice, construction of 
the James Bay complex must be stopped immediately or else ..." 

- "I want to point out to you that Canada is a good trading partner said the 
perplexed banker. Our trade represents 20 billion per year and we have 
major investments in this country, we should not..." 

- "Nothing! Cut off Sakaimoto once again, compared to the profit generated 
by hydrogen, we are talking about a market of 300 billion dollars per year 
for at least..." 


- "100 years according to our mining forecasts" continued Nihisma proudly. 
Huge deposits "... 



- "There! Without forgetting the ultimate goal behind this operation; our 
promise to our Emperor Hiro-Hito. At the moment, we need to know more 
before establishing our plan of action. I therefore propose that we mandates 
our Embassy in Canada to provide us with a full report on this hydroelectric 
project and on the socio-economic situation of the province of Quebec. A 
report also on the forces present for and against the project. Finally, we must 
find a Canadian industrial conglomerate to partner with for the realization of 
our mining project. Can you free Master Fujihama for this work "Sakaimoto 
asked, staring at the man in front of him. 

- "Of course answered the president of Mitsubishi." 

- "You will understand that we will greatly benefit from the services of this 
great futurist, master of international foresight so that he prepares us a 
dossier and a complete action plan covering the next thirty years. It is good 
to be able to create a new one. source of energy you still have to be able to 
transport it where you want it, don't you! " 

By the end of the meeting, it was evident to every member of the Hakko 
Ishui club that Dr Sakaimoto, director of the National Energy Institute had 
taken the leadership of operations. In their own home, they were all satisfied 
with it. 


XV 


Yakutia, USSR 

Needless to say, it is in Yakutia that we find the most geologists per square 
kilometer. Almost everything is virgin, almost everything is to be taken, to 
be exploited and yet the republic stagnant in debt, unable to showcase this 
gift from heaven. Given the size of the territory, the enormity of the task to 
be accomplished, the sums to be invested, external aid is essential. Every 
day, the leaders of Yakutia tirelessly ask themselves the same question ... 
how?.how? ... and again how? 

How to establish the infrastructure necessary for development plans that are 
dormant on the shelves? How to get them to work? How to recruit qualified 
personnel and especially how to ship these tons of wealth to those who 
consume it? 




From 1960, industrial development in Siberia took off after several years of 
quarrels between prospectors and economic theorists. It was finally decided 
that it would be more profitable to bring industries to where the resources 
and energy are. The first Trans-Siberian railway built under the Czars 
between 1890 and 1904 was intended to link Moscow to Vladivostok, a 
fishing and war port in the Far East, the capital of the distant maritime 
republic of the Pacific. At the time, strategic, military and administrative 
concerns were dominant, economic interest secondary. This 9,175-kilometer 
route was the essential instrument that helped consolidate and accelerate the 
colonization of southern Siberia. Seventy years later, the economic hope of 
the Soviet people rested once again on the BAM: the Baikal-Amour- 
Magistrale, i.e. the Nordic splitting of the Trans-Siberian by a new railway 
line with a length of 3,200 km allowing to reach the most important mineral 
deposits of Yakutia. By far the biggest investment ever made by the USSR 
for a civil engineering project; almost 10 billion dollars comparable to the 
initial effort of the conquest of space by the Soviets. Thanks to the BAM, 
millions of hectares of virgin land where no one has ever entered, ready for 
exploitation have been opened up. 

As with the Quebec James Bay project, the Soviet century project raised 
engineering to unprecedented heights. The BAM, just like the LG2 dam 
being works of art of modern technology. Some tunnels of the railway reach 
a length of 15 km - need to guard against earthquakes of magnitude 10 and 
temperature differences exceeding 100 degrees Celsius - absolute vacuum 
where it was necessary to bring everything, men, machines and materials. 

American capital financed James Bay; the yen, the BAM. In exchange, 
thousands of Japanese containers are now taking the Trans-Siberian to 
Russia, Eastern and Western Europe and even the east coast of the United 
States, saving two to three weeks and costing 30% cheaper. Japan has long 
known that it cannot do without Russia and China. Japan is therefore forced 
to navigate calmly between the two great powers of the Asian continent, 
being discreet and cautious so as not to worry the Americans. This political 
hide-and-seek game aims to repatriate the famous Kuril Islands and 
Sakkaline, an archipelago of 35 islands that the Japanese had to cede, in 
1945, to the Soviets as spoils of war. Sakkaline's Soviet nuclear warheads 
can strike Tokyo and any other Japanese military objective or industrial 
complex in less than 15 minutes. 



XVI 


Japan 

The Hakko Ishui club was founded at the end of World War II. Few 
Westerners remember or have noticed that nowhere in Hiro-Hito's speech 
ending the war in 1945 does the words "surrender", "defeat" or "surrender" 
appear; the emperor was simply specifying that the fighting had to stop. At 
that time, the "arrogant" American victors made two enormous mistakes 
which cemented the social cohesion of the vanquished against the Yankee 
forever: the atomic bomb of Nagasaki and the chrysanthemum taboo. The 
founding of the Hakko Ishui group became the Japanese zaibatsu's response 
to this disrespectful America 

On August 6 and 9, 1945, the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
were literally "brought back to the Stone Age", the favorite expression of the 
great boss of the US Air Force at the time, General Curtis Le 
May. Throughout his presidency, Harry Truman claimed that the destruction 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki had saved a quarter of a million human 
lives. And yet even General Dwight Eisenhower informed his superiors "that 
Japan was already defeated and the use of the bomb was completely 
unnecessary." So why the Japanese holocaust? Eight months earlier, on 
February 13, 1945, Winston Churchill ordered the total destruction of 
Dresden. Yet, as aerial photographs of British Mosquito planes later showed, 
Dresden was completely devoid of German military installations. So why the 
German holocaust? But above all, why a second atomic bomb, that of 
Nagasaki, when Japan was already "knocked out" by that of 
Hiroshima? Dresden, Hiroshima and Nagasaki were, in fact, only guinea-pig 
cities whose destruction was intended to impress the Soviets militarily and 
marked "unofficially" the beginning of the cold war: diplomatic strategy 
concocted by the Churchill-Truman tandem . The secrecy of this powerful 
explosive completely changed the diplomatic balance in favor of the allies. It 
therefore remained to demonstrate to the Russians that we had the 
capabilities to use them. Hiroshima and Nagasaki demonstrated this 
dramatically. 

Thus, September 27,1945 marked the end of two thousand six hundred years 
of Japanese invincibility. That day, a small man wearing a black jacket, 
striped pants and top hat, the fallen emperor came to meet the new American 
"shogun": General MacArthur, Supreme Commander of the Allied 



forces. The photograph immortalizing the meeting, published on the front 
page of Asahi Shimbun, the largest newspaper on the planet, dismayed the 
Japanese people. MacArthur, his hands in his pockets, no tie, in a simple 
shirt and beige pants, stands next to the Emperor who barely reaches his 
shoulder. The sloppy dress of the giant MacArthur and the contrast between 
the two men scandalized not only the editors of Japanese newspapers but 
also almost all readers. The chrysanthemum taboo, prohibiting the Japanese 
press from publishing photographs of the emperor, was thus violated on the 
orders of the SCAP, the supreme command of the allied forces. On the 
evening of September 28, the Hakko Ishui club was formed for the first time 
and its members swore to the emperor that this humiliation would one day 
be avenged. 
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Quebec 

The Quebec electricity company project has postponed the nuclear deadline 
by several decades. In the 1970 election, the opposition party was resolutely 
pro-nuclear, the ruling party resolutely hydroelectric. Bourassa won. History 
has since proven PM Bourassa right. Twenty years ago, oil provided 70% of 
energy consumption; today, its share has fallen to 43%. Black gold has been 
replaced mainly by electricity, which now meets 40% of energy needs. By 
making massive use of electricity, Quebec has almost doubled its degree of 
energy autonomy, which is now approaching 80%. Not only has hydropower 
turned out to be more profitable economically, but above all, the nuclear 
industry has continued to follow a real Way of the Cross strewn with pitfalls 
that have greatly undermined the credibility of this new energy technology. 

Bourassa's energy credo is the basis of Quebec's energy credo. Only a strong 
and healthy economy will ensure the collective and autonomous future of the 
people of Quebec. Political stability, qualified and available labor, clean and 
inexpensive energy, tax cuts for investors like to repeat Bourassa to 
American and European manufacturers. Hence the importance of the free 
trade treaty with the Americans, which engages Quebec society in the game 
of international competition. The only downside is the Aboriginal issue, its 
Achilles heel. Once again, by relaunching the Grande Baleine project, 
tension is mounting between the two ethnic groups, white from the South 
and indigenous from the North. Especially now that Native American 
opposition to hydroelectric projects has crossed the border. Europeans and 



Americans are hearing more and more about Bourassa's projects; the Cree, 
wielding public relations as before the tomahawk. 


The entire Indigenous media strategy will henceforth be played outside 
Canadian borders, in New York, Washington, London and Paris. Their 
slogan: "Cree territory is no longer for sale". Already the canoe expedition, 
which brought them from Hudson's Bay to the Hudson River in New York, 
has paid off. The National Audubon Society, a powerful ecological 
organization with 550,000 members, was quick to react by asserting that the 
Quebec government's hydroelectric project is endangering an ecosystem that 
is unique in the world. It intends to wage a fierce legal battle by asking the 
American courts for a moratorium on all sales contracts between Hydro- 
Quebec and the states of the Northeastern United States. Audubon is a tough 
opponent with an annual budget of 35 million and consists of a team of 200 
environmentalists. It also produces prestigious television shows broadcast by 
the American educational channel PBS. 

His intervention is based on the fact that American citizens are the source of 
the increased demands for electricity from Quebec. It is this American 
public opinion that is the target. In a few months, the National Audubon 
Society found itself at the head of an imposing pressure group including the 
Green Party of Vermont, the No Thank group of Maine, Greenpeace, the 
Friends of the Earth and the Quebec Federation of Wildlife. ; in all, more 
than 34 recognized organizations forming a powerful lobby against the 
projects of Prime Minister Bourassa. Not to mention Japan, which will also 
join in. 
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Tokyo, November 4, 90 

Three months have passed since the discovery of Professor Yokoi, two 
months since the last meeting of the Hakko Ishui club. Master Fujihama has 
been at work ever since. Reports, analyzes, records and statistics arrive at 
breakneck speed on tickers. In one month, the attaches of the Japanese 
embassies in Moscow and Ottawa have amassed an impressive sum of data 
covering all the social, economic and political activity of both the Soviet 
Union and Quebec. Never had we seen so many Japanese in the pharmacies 
of the concerned and targeted ministries. A Japanese army of engineers, 
economists, peeled like a swarm of locusts in a cornfield, hundreds of 



reports, technical studies and statistics. All this data, once returned to Tokyo, 
was compiled by a team of twenty computer scientists supervised by the 
master of Japanese foresight. 

The secret of Fujihama is also a state secret: the photonic computer, so 
powerful that it surpasses by several generations anything that exists on 
earth. Photonics is a laser-based technology that manipulates and transforms 
signals with light rather than conventional electronics, chips. Each three-inch 
diameter disc contains 550 optical devices. Each of its devices can be used 
to transmit, as an example, the entire text of the Encyclopedia Britannica 
from Boston to Washington in one second. A large part of the futurist's 
"infallibility" rests on these optical devices which provide him with reports 
of hitherto unmatched accuracy in a few minutes; reports called in the local 
jargon: cumulative impact studies. The cumulative impact study, as its name 
suggests, is not limited to the analysis of a single element. On the contrary, it 
expresses the global knowledge of a given environment, its own dynamics 
and its evolution. Thus, the cumulative impact study on the global control of 
the hydrogen production-consumption system took into account parameters 
such as: the global economic and political situation in relation to the 
distribution of fresh water on the planet, power generation, international 
shipping routes, North-South relations and so on. 

The study of Fujihama is drawn as follows on the world map. After 
obtaining Russian and Quebec mining rights, two northern technopoles will 
be built on the mining sites. The Soviet ytterbium will take the BAM to the 
port of Vladivostok where it will embark on huge ore carriers heading for 
Hudson Bay via the Northwest Passage. The drop-off point is the deep-water 
port of Poste a la Baleine, which will be built in conjunction with the plant 
for processing ore into conversion piles. The light ore carriers will leave 
filled with boxes containing the conversion batteries for distribution. In 
Montreal, a hydrogen transformation complex will pump fresh water from 
the St. Lawrence; so it will be on the Lena in Yakutia. All the major rivers 
flowing into the St. Lawrence such as the Saint-Maurice, the Montmorency, 
the Saguenay, the Moisie, the Romaine will have their pumping and 
hydrogen plants linked by a pipeline network leading to the port of Sept lies, 
which will supply huge tankers of liquid hydrogen which, in turn, will 
supply the Americas and Africa. From Yakutsk will leave two important 
pipeline networks connecting and transporting the hydrogen supplied by all 
the major rivers of Siberia. A network will go to Moscow and supply 
Europe; the second, south to the port of Vladivostok, will supply Japan, 



Asia, Indonesia and Australia by tankers. Eventually, all the major rivers on 
the planet could be used to produce hydrogen on site, however, the USSR, 
Canada with almost 40% of the world's fresh water and Brazil, thanks to the 
immense hydrographic basin. Amazonian, will be the world's largest 
producers of hydrogen. 

- " But it’s colossal!" Exclaims the president of Mitsubishi in front of the 
members of the Hakko Ishui club gathered to hear Master Fujihama and his 
project. And how much will it cost us? " 

- "Our forecasts amount to a trillion 800 billion dollars ... in constant dollars 
of course spread over 30 years", answers the futurist calmly. 

- "That's a lot, observed a discreet voice." 

- "It is little decided Sakaimoto for the control of this source of energy." 

- "But tell me Master Fujihama, asks the president of Sanyo worriedly, why 
do you make Montreal the hydrogen capital of the world? Why is the only 
conversion battery plant in Quebec? In short, why create so many jobs in 
Quebec? Could we not build the battery here in Japan? " 

Master Fujihama, reassuringly calm, hands his interlocutor a very detailed 
file. - "As you will see after analysis, he said, this cumulative impact study 
shows that Canada has a quarter of the planet's freshwater reserves, another 
quarter in Siberia. Two sparsely populated regions are shared near the half of 
the fresh water on earth. From Sept-Iles, a deep-water port, we can easily 
reach, by the St. Fawrence Seaway, the American Midwest and by the 
Atlantic the ports of both Americas and Africa . Add to this the Canada-US 
free trade treaty allowing us to circumvent the protectionist laws directed 
against us. Finally, the socio-economic decline in the east of Montreal has 
made this working-class neighborhood a reservoir of labor. A significant 
work, the east of Montreal is the third world of Quebec. The impact study 
tells us that 20% of the population of Montreal lives below the poverty line, 
more than 40% in the neighborhoods in the east These neighborhoods are 
abandoned, land can be acquired for a mouthful of bread. We are going to 
make the poorest city in Canada, the most prosperous. " 


- "But why?" insists again the president of Sanyo. 



- "In Annex 1, you will see," Fujihama said calmly, "that our own statistics 
tell us that within 10 years Japan will run out of 2.6 million skilled workers 
to run our existing industries. To increase our share of the economy, global 
market, it is urgent to find new reservoirs of labor. There will be China, one 
day, but at present, our relations are too strained on too many subjects of 
contention. On the other hand, the analysis of the miracle The economic 
growth of Quebec since the 1960s is very similar to our own at the 
international level probably, because both of us suffered a military defeat 
one day and above all, were humiliated by the victors. Believe me, my 
recent study of Quebec society makes me think that, psychologically, there 
is more resemblance between a Japanese and a Quebecer than there will ever 
be between a businessman from Montreal and Toro nto. Has anyone in this 
room ever heard of Canadian nationalism? " 

- "You are probably right, laughed the president of the Bank of Tokyo. Now 
tell me how are we going to do our job? You know very well that the 
announcement of this extraordinary discovery and your international project 
of production of hydrogen will cause an imbalance, an earthquake, an 
economic tidal wave among the other great powers; the Russians and the 
Americans will never let us play the hydrogen card for our sole benefit, is it- 
this not master? " 

- "You are absolutely right," resumed Fujihama calmly. This is why 
Montreal is of such strategic importance, it is its major asset, its proximity to 
the United States. The Soviet missiles of Sakkaline, less than 15 minutes 
from Japan, are of our country a too vulnerable place if the Soviet bear 
wakes up. By fixing our installations in Quebec, we automatically fall under 
the protection of the American nuclear shield. If there is a confrontation, the 
Russians and the Americans will foot the bill, words, the best way to deal 
with chaos is to cause it. " 

- "Thank you, Master Fujihama for this excellent presentation, said 
Sakaimoto. You can now leave, you have free rein." 

Obediently, the futurist leaves the assembly. After a few moments of silence, 
Doctor Sakaimoto gave each member the Japanese translation of the first 
page of the daily "La Presse", the first French-speaking daily in America, 
second in the world. 



La Presse, November 5,1990 


Accidental death of George Carmichael. 

Triton Systeme, the most powerful Canadian military-industrial 
conglomerate, has just lost its president and majority shareholder, Mr. 
George Carmichael, who accidentally died in the crash of his plane near 
Causapscal, in the Matapedia valley. Mr. Carmichael, alone at the 
command of his twin-engine, was returning from a hunting excursion to 
the Matane wildlife reserve. According to Transport Canada inspectors, 
currently on the scene, the investigation promises to be difficult, the 
aircraft having totally disintegrated under the force of the impact. The 
absence of witnesses. 

After reading the dispatch, no member of the Hakko Ishui club dared to ask 
Sakaimoto if Carmichael's death was really accidental. Since it is so much to 

take advantage of chance and as chance often does things well.Only the 

president of Mitsubishi spoke to close the meeting. - "Since Quebec and 
Montreal become the strategic pivot of this whole operation, I suggest that 
this operation is now known and called among us under the name" lys de 
Heisithe lily being the floral emblem of Quebec." 

Since that day, a magnificent lily sits permanently in the middle of the huge 
bouquet of chrysanthemums adorning the meeting room of the Hakko Ishui 
club. 
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Tadoussac, Quebec, November 6, 90 

Marie Carmichael, tall and slender, black hair held back by a brightly 
colored Montagnais headband, cuts with a sure and expert hand the white 
and greasy flesh of another beluga found lifeless, lying on a large beach of 
blond sand near Tadoussac, a resort renowned for whale watching and 
located at the mouth of the Saguenay River on the shores of the St. 
Lawrence. 

At the height of the Saguenay, the depth of the St. Lawrence drops from 300 
to 30 meters over a distance of 20 km. From the bottom, then arrives a mass 
of salt water from the Atlantic which hits the steep wall and causes a 





tremendous mixing. On the surface, the less salty water of the Saguenay 
flows with a strong flow towards the sea, forgetting in its passage particles 
of great nutritional richness which accelerate the development of 
plankton. In addition to the tides, various eddies and other secondary 
horizontal and vertical currents constantly stir the waters thus greatly 
oxygenated. Over the centuries, Tadoussac has become the meeting place for 
large cetaceans in need of reproduction. For how much longer? Today there 
are more than four million official chemical compounds in use in Canada 
and the United States, of which 33,000 are commonly used. In a few 
decades, these pollutants transformed the Great Lakes into a huge toilet 
whose waste disappears into a large drain called the St. Lawrence River, 
connected directly to a super sewer called the Atlantic Ocean. The Great 
Lakes St.Lawrence hydrographic system, formed by the retreat of a glacier 
15,000 years ago, has become in a few decades, in the space of just three 
generations, one of the most contaminated regions of the planet. The belly of 
belugas is irrefutable proof of this. 

Once again, the autopsy performed by the biologist will confirm the 
presence of heavy metals (mercury, cadmium, cobalt, chromium, zinc, 
copper) of several harmful organic products (PAHs, BAPs, PCBs, mirex, 
DDT ) and pesticides such as chlordane, lindane and dieldrin. As usual, the 
pathological study of the cetacean will read as follows: bladder cancer, 
pulmonary trunk aneurysm, dermatitis, spleen fibrosis, perforated gastric 
ulcers as well as several tumors. 

Unlike other whale species, the beluga is the only one that lives in the St. 
Lawrence all year round. Its diet is very diverse but opportunistic focusing 
on the most abundant prey of the moment. Depending on the month of the 
year, its menu consists of cod, capelin, herring, smelt, shrimp and eel. Each 
fall, the eels of Lake Ontario, heavily contaminated by the chemical 
bouillabaisse of domestic and industrial discharges of some 6,000 industries 
and more than 60 million individuals, descend the river, heading towards the 
Sargasso Sea for themselves, reproduce there. It is enough that a beluga 
consumes 88 kilograms of eels, less than 2% of its annual food 
requirements, when the eels cross the region of Tadoussac, to explain its 
early death. For Marie Carmichael, saving the belugas from this open sewer 
also means saving the human race, the next species to be included in the 
long list of endangered animals. 



His life is a tireless personal struggle against the neglect and indolence of a 
society of human "junk bonds" asphyxiated by its own excrement. Flags, 
religion and family do not give her any sense of belonging. For her, the 
notion of traditional values must also include the slavery of millions of 
human beings and the barbarism of industrialists of death. All her life, she 
opposed her father, CEO and majority shareholder of Triton System, whom 
she called "Python System" to show her disgust. When her mother died, she 
definitively severed all family and sentimental ties with her father, left the 
home at the age of 20 and began studying marine biology in California. Five 
years later, she returned to Canada and settled in Tadoussac to undertake her 
doctoral thesis on cetaceans, she has remained there ever since. 

One morning, like that, without warning, at the dawn of his thirty-five years, 
a telegram upsets his peaceful life. This telegram, signed with the name of a 
recognized notarial office, tells her that she finds herself the sole heir to the 
largest Canadian military-industrial complex, she who had taken refuge in 
ecology precisely to forget this state of affairs. For a few moments, she 
seriously wondered whether to understand something about fate or if her 
father wasn't pissing her off one last time? 

The funeral was hell. For three days, she rubbed shoulders with all the 

Canadian politico-military.horror. His visit to the notary taught him the 

extent of his empire and his personal fortune. She wavered at this avalanche 
of numbers. Only comfort, this telegram of condolence accompanied by a 
plane ticket and a notice inviting him to the Tokyo Congress where, under 
the aegis of the company Mitsubishi, the greatest scientists from the most 
prestigious scientific institutes in the world, will meet. For a week, we will 
talk about foresight, we will make deserts bloom again, we will build dams 
here and there, we will talk about nature conservation. - "Thank God!" She 
said, reading the letter, in full what I need to take my mind off things. 
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Tokyo Congress, Japan, December 90 

The more this international conference progressed, the more it 
appreciated. Finally, Marie Carmichael found herself in friendly territory 
discussing with various colleagues of all nationalities. She had left a strong 
impression during the seminar on the protection of cetaceans. After 
describing the nature of this research, she had given herself up to a vibrant 




indictment for the survival of endangered marine species. The ovation, 
which she received from her peers in the international scientific community, 
excited her to the highest degree. It was then that Masaki Nakajima, director 
of the Tokyo Institute of Oceanography, offered him, as an aside, a 
surprising tete-a-tete with Master Fujihama, a world-renowned leader in 
foresight. She, who a month earlier looked after the belugas of the St. 
Lawrence, now finds herself at the head of an industrial empire and is 
preparing to meet one of the luminaries of modern Japan. 

The meeting took place in a magnificent Japanese garden whose harmony 
reflects a thousand-year-old culture which, in many ways, escapes us 
completely. Accompanied by the director of the Oceanographic Institute, 
Master Fujihama made his entrance; man commands respect. After the usual 
greetings, all three retired inside the pavilion inspired by the architecture of 
the Kamakura period (1185-1392); time when the samurai caste was born as 
well as its code of ethics: the hagakure, its code of honor: the Bushido, both 
based on Confucianism and Zen. 

- "I knew your father well, said Fujihama solemnly. His power was such that 
no diplomatic environment was closed to him. Quite normal for one of the 
biggest arms dealers in the world." This last remark somewhat annoyed the 
Quebecer. She was about to interrupt him, then restrained herself. 

- "The increase in arms sales to the Third World, to continue the Japanese, 
announces other tensions and worries me at the highest point because it now 
allows the belligerents to wage long and large-scale wars, of the Iran-Iraq 
conflict, forty-one countries participated in either side's war effort; twenty- 
one countries supplied the two adversaries with armaments. During the 
Kuwait-Iraq conflict, the force of Strike by coalition forces has demonstrated 
its power, but at what cost in human life. It is wrong to claim that these are 
so-called "regional" conflicts when we see the number of countries involved. 
I have prepared for you a cumulative impact study that I would like you to 
read. This document explains very well that the more countries reach a level 
of economic interdependence the more difficult it is for them to come into 
conflict with each other, end, we are thinking of creating an international 
investment fund The aim of which will be to give scientists around the world 
the opportunity to work on colossal projects of a peaceful nature. We are 
thinking, among other things, of the construction of the Kra Canal in 
Malaysia and of a dam on the Brahmaputra in India. While ensuring us a 
preponderant place on the Asian chessboard of the year 2000, these projects 



will help to enrich Malaysia and India, both in the process of 
development. We would like to involve you in these development projects 

- "Nothing less replies the heiress smiling. You know master, I know you by 
reputation through your work but very few people know who you are?" 

- "Let's say that I am an old visionary who saw his country colonize Korea, 
invade Manchuria, sink the American fleet at Pearl Harbor, receive two 
atomic bombs on my head, sign the end of hostilities, rebuild its entire 
economy and recover the slope until becoming one of the richest countries 
on the planet. " 

- "Just that!" She quipped. 

- "I know," he resumes affably, "that you are very uncomfortable at the 
moment to find yourself at the head of a huge military-industrial complex." 

After a few moments of silence, the futurist motioned to the director of the 
Oceanographic Institute, who immediately spoke. 

- "Before you part with your industries, I would like you to think about the 
adventure, the alternative that we are offering you. We believe that you want 
to sell your companies and, with these millions, to found an oceanographic 
research center, am I wrong? " 

- "It’s a possibility", vaguely answered the Quebecer. 

- "Okay continued Nakajima. On the other hand, this sale would not change 
the fact that your military companies would remain military in the hands of 
the new owners. We suggest instead that you give them to us and in return, 
we promise to convert them back into civil engineering and thus weaken 
industry and death lobbyists. We propose to buy back your consortium and 
your block of shares at the current price, that is to say close to 1.3 billion 
dollars; you build your research center oceanographic research and then, we 
guarantee you a twinning with our institute on a joint research project on the 
phenomenon of interactive transfers of heat and pollutants between the 
atmosphere and the ocean. You probably know that this is where will play 
the future of the planet? " 


- "Are you talking about the carbon cycle? 



Exact!". 


The carbon cycle is one of the essential mechanisms of life on earth, the 
recent study of which has revealed the enormous purifying potential of the 
oceans. We have been releasing 3,000,000 tonnes per year of lead into the 
atmosphere since the automobile age. The ocean has rid us of half of the lead 
emitted since the start of the industrial revolution in the last century. The 
North Atlantic alone received 60% of the lead circulating in our 
hemisphere. Sucked up by the ocean, the lead in the atmosphere ends up 
being fixed forever at the bottom of the marine ecosystem. It would be 
permanently trapped and neutralized in the sediments. Thanks to this 
interactive transfer between air and water, we were saved from an even more 
serious ecological disaster. Three weeks after the Chernobyl nuclear 
accident in the USSR, radioactivity begins to appear at a depth of 200 
meters. Surface plankton have played their purifying role by excreting the 
radioactivity absorbed at the surface to the bottom. A week later, the 
radioactivity returned to almost normal levels. 

- " This proposal is indeed very interesting, said Marie, but what guarantees 
do I have that you will respect your word to pacify the consortium?" 

- "We will name, if he accepts of course, Charles Haumont, president of the 
new company, the best friend of your family, great career diplomat and your 
godfather if I am wrong!" 

- "This guarantee is clearly insufficient given the scale of the transaction". 

- "What do you want then?" worries the director of the Oceanographic 
Institute. 

- "You have to show me your good faith, that's all. Because you see I have a 
hard time believing that the world's greatest killer of aquatic fauna, Japan, 
has suddenly turned green." 

- "What do you expect from us?" Fujihama is also worried. 

- "Simply that your government put an end to the killing of cetaceans and 
fishing with driftnets." 



Driftnet fishing involves leaving behind the trawler a net 35 to 60 kilometers 
long at 10 or 15 meters deep, picking up everything in its path. One 
thousand two hundred known boats practice this fishing. By allocating an 
average of 30 kilometers of nets per boat, 36,000 kilometers of driftnets are 
used every night in the North Pacific during the six months of the fishing 
season. Thousands of poisons of non-commercial species die needlessly 
every night, and hundreds of diving birds find themselves drowned in the 
cracks. 

- "But why only us when you know very well that the Koreans, the Chinese, 
the Malays also practice this type of fishing said the director nervously." 

- "Didn't Master Fujihama say that" we owe it to ourselves to set an example 
"So promote the adoption of international measures at the United Nations 
banning this crime forever" 

- "You will have your answer soon", answered dryly Fujihama, not used to 
ultimatums. 
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Yakutsk, USSR 

The USSR has millions of scientists and engineers, it is undeniable, but the 
state of research is dismal. Since perestroika, it has become increasingly 
evident that the totalitarian Stalinist regime has slowed down the economy 
but also scientific and technical development. The climate of fear of this 
ideological terrorism has sown paranoid gangrene in the scientific 
community, resulting in the resurgence of pushiness, the falsification of data, 
the appropriation of the work of others, the tendency to impose oneself as 
co- author. And the situation continues: such and such a director has his 
thesis written by a subordinate who has no other means at his disposal to 
finally obtain individual accommodation. 

The distant lands of Yakutia thus became a refuge for scientists fleeing the 
rotten universe of the capital. How else to explain the presence of more than 
2,000 professors for the only polytechnic institute in Yakutsk located in the 
heart of a territory that is described as the most inhospitable in the 
world? The remoteness bonuses granted to researchers and engineers are 
there for a few things; wages three times higher than in Moscow, free stay 



vouchers in black sea sanatoriums, free tourist trips through the USSR and 
even sometimes abroad. 

This cozy working climate is therefore favorable to great creative 
explosions, to controlled follies. Projects already exist for cities under glass 
dome, completely air-conditioned, opening up in summer like a flower in the 
sun. Geothermal power stations are being projected into the volcanic region 
of the Hamtchatka geysers, in particular by recovery wells drilled in the 
flanks of the Avatchinski volcano. A 100,000-kilowatt experimental tidal 
power plant in the Sea of Okhotsk on which Soviet experts have great hopes. 
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Zurich, Switzerland, January 20, 91 

Zurich is the cradle of Swiss banking activity. Modern economy manifested 
itself there very early on, in 1755, with the creation of the first Swiss 
bank. Foreign funds poured in and placed themselves in land mortgages at 
very low rates, so that Swiss capital found itself underemployed. Zurich 
residents then decide to take risks abroad when foreigners seek safety in 
Switzerland. Thanks to this spirit of daring, the Banque de Leu and Zurich's 
role as an international financial center were born. 

Master Fujihama had kept his word. Before leaving Tokyo for Switzerland, 
the Asahi News, the English edition of the leading Japanese newspaper, 
announced the end of driftnet fishing in the North Pacific. Fujihama’s 
meeting with Charles Haumont, scheduled for the Japanese consulate in 
Zurich, will therefore begin with auspicious start. 

After an interview with the heiress, Charles Haumont did not take long to 
convince, his curiosity outweighing his personal interest. Already, he 
foresaw the diplomatic challenges involved in the creation of the 
International Investment Fund and the related civil engineering 
projects. Moreover, this career ex-diplomat completely shared the Japanese's 
demilitarist analysis. As a diplomat, he made an important contribution to 
the promotion and defense of the Canadian position, thus giving Canada a 
key role as "peace keepers" within multiple forums and committees of the 
United Nations. 


- "I am delighted with your presence", said gently Fujihama while receiving 
the diplomat in the living room of the consulate. 



- "I am equally honored", politely replies the diplomat. 


- "I imagine, resumed the futurist that you have already analyzed and turned 
in all directions my proposal to appoint you president of Triton System. I am 
listening to you." 

- "Indeed, as a diplomat, I first asked myself why these two projects, the Kra 
canal and the Brahmaputra dam, were so important to you. It was by looking 
at the world map that I understood your strategy. The Brahmaputra dam will 
greatly enrich India. Agriculture by irrigation from the waters of the 
reservoir will reach its full efficiency, electric power will be available for 
industrial development therefore, the standard of living of the Indians will 
rise rapidly . " 

Haumont marks a pose trying to perceive any reaction in the Japanese. - 
"Continue, it's very interesting", said the futurist impassive. 

- "So, to resume Haumont, who says rise in the standard of living says rise in 
the consumer market. The entire commercial strategy of Japan is found here 
condensed. Too few Western economists have understood that the notion of 
capitalist profit is yours. No, what matters above all is the increase in the 
share of the world market, there is the real profit, not for the company but 
for the nation. Now, who will profit from the sudden Indian wealth? India's 
industrial sector, clearly deficient, will be unable to meet the demand for 
consumer goods and new technologies. All the countries bordering India are 
in the same situation. The only country capable of meeting the demand is at 
the same time near and far from India, Japan of course. Except that without 
the Kra canal, the transport costs will be enormous. To sum up, the 
Investment Fund finances a dam, Triton System obtains the management 
contract, the pro jet enriches India, then Japan floods the Indian market with 
its products via the Kra channel. A market, let's say it, of 950 million people, 
the second largest potential market in the world after China. Enough to keep 
the Japanese industry running at full speed for 20 years, the time needed for 
India to catch up with its technological backwardness. Now, master, it's your 
turn to explain to me. Doesn't this strategy sound like a kind of economic 
colonialism? " 

-. "Here is a very big word said the Japanese employed with a touch of 
irony. Does not the history of the XXth century teach us that at the end of 



the day, the countries of the third world which knew the Western 
colonization is doing better than the others.However, it should be noted that 
colonialism is a political notion that cannot be applied to economics In a free 
market economy, borders exist less and less, we will rather speak of foreign 
investment. I am not saying here that political colonialism was a good 
adventure, far from it. I am simply observing that economically, colonialism 
created commercial and industrial infrastructures which today benefit third- 
world countries free of their invaders. 

- "On the other hand, says Haumont, colonialist Japan has allowed itself 
atrocities against the Koreans who relegate the Amerindian reserves of 
Canada to a kind of club Med for yuppies. 

Fujihama feigns the remark. - "I am and remain in favor of independence for 
these countries. Except that historically, despite the ignominy of the 
Japanese presence in Korea, all the industrial infrastructure of modern 
Korea: irrigation system, road construction, was prepared by the Japanese 
presence. ". 

- "If I follow you well, you tell me that political colonialism was a mistake 
but not economic colonialism." 

- "Correct and to be more precise, let us add that this is the historical error 
committed by most imperialist countries of the 20th century. The more an 
imperialist power armed itself to carry out its hegemonic projects, the more 
it declined, the interior. This was the case with Japan in Manchuria, the 
United States in Vietnam and the USSR in Afghanistan. 

- "Historical error which, because of the American presence in the Vietnam 
conflict, has strengthened your economic leadership on the planet." 

- "We understand each other perfectly, remarks the futurist. Isn't it the 
English historian Toynbee who said:" to ignore your past is to condemn 
yourself to relive it ". Well !, it seems to me that the Americans do not have 
not learned the right lessons from their experience in Vietnam. A fine 
analyst of international diplomacy, you know that the industrial rise of Japan 
corresponds to the decline of the United States as an economic power and 
that it all started with the Vietnam war. , Washington never wanted to admit 
it was at war. The government tried to produce weapons without cutting the 
production of consumer goods. The result was to strangle high-tech research 



because we had need money for the massive production of weapons. Today, 
with the Kuwait-Iraq conflict, the United States demonstrated the extent of 
its decline by behaving like mercenaries in the pay of Arab countries, billion 
kuwaitis and saud However, the United States would have been 
economically incapable, at the risk of an unprecedented recession, to 
confront Saddam Hussein. " 

- "Let me continue with your reasoning," asks the Canadian, who is 
obviously happy to participate in such an analysis of the international 
political situation. 

- "Please", agrees Fujihama 

- "Same scenario for the USSR comments Haumont. The war in Afghanistan 
has cost him dearly. The withdrawal of the Soviets from the conflict 
coincides with this declaration by Gorbachev who affirmed that in the long 
term, the security of his country and its Superpower status depends on the 
economic health of its economy. All of Soviet foreign policy was shaken. 
The West increasingly distanced itself in matters of technology, the way 
things are going, the USSR, in ten years, will look like a third world country. 
The central objective of the Soviet president is therefore to obtain a truce in 
the arms race in order to devote significant financial resources to the 
modernization of the economy, superpowers in financial crisis due to their 
military spending and too much foreign debt. Meanwhile, the Japanese 
shooting star continues its route to the top. Peace and free trade remain a 
necessity for Japan vital. Japan, as an economic power, does not want and 
above all cannot play with military arrogance. So he only has the 
demilitarization card. " 

- "This is where you come in if you accept our offer of course said Fujihama. 
We want to make Triton System an international example demonstrating that 
the reconversion for civilian purposes of a military consortium is more 
profitable." 

- "And what do you expect from me?" 

- We buy Triton System from the heiress whom you will then convert into a 
civil engineering consortium, you prepare yourself for the contracts of the 
Kra canal and the Indian dam, these colossal contracts will help you to have 



the transition accepted by your council of administration. For now that's all. 


M 


- "And how will the financing be carried out?" 

-... We are gathered in Zurich for this. An account will be opened here in 
Switzerland, where all the sums covering the transaction will be 
deposited. First of all, you let the rumor run about the restructuring of Triton 
System, the brokers hate this kind of financial gossip. So they are going to 
advise their clients to divest their Triton shares, this spontaneous sell 
movement will create panic and lower the share price. Of course, we 
guarantee the majority shareholder Marie Carmichael the price before the 
artificial devaluation. You remain silent for two days to increase the 
panic. On day 3, to avoid the collapse of the consortium, we buy back on 
behalf of the FII all available blocks of shares, a transaction covered by our 
Swiss bank. Day 4, you convene your board of directors and the media for a 
public meeting, you announce the restructuring, the financing plan and the 
contracts. In five days, the FII obtains nearly 90% of the shares, 10% will 
remain in the hands of small savers. " 

- "This whole transaction is based on the trust I must have in you. Even if I 
accept, what guarantee will you have of my unwavering confidence?" 

- "This brilliant conversation has surely whetted your appetite immediately 
Fujihama, so I prepared you an excellent" fugu 

The diplomat’s blood froze, for the first time since the start of the interview, 
cold sweat beaded on his forehead. 

- "I see, this is where everything is played, let the diplomat down". 

Fujihama, without answering, places the dish of "fugu" in front of the 
diplomat. 

The "fugu" is the quintessence of Japanese gastronomic refinement, also the 
most disparaged. Moreover, a decree of the Imperial Flouse forbids the 
emperor to consume it, which, it is said, was the misfortune of Hiro-Hito, a 
great lover of exotic fish dishes. This Japanese delicacy can only be prepared 
by expert hands because it contains a violent poison, tetratoxin, one 



milligram too much is death; there is no known antidote. Straight in the eye, 
the two men stared at each other for.an eternity. 

The next day, at the head office of the Bank of Leu, the two partners sign 
their agreement. This agreement therefore provides that the International 
Investment Fund will in short be a holding company which, as its name 
suggests, cannot exercise any form of trade. It can only hold shares in other 
companies or companies such as Triton Systeme which, for their part, will 
trade; thus, the FII evades itself and finds itself perfectly sheltered from 
inquiries into foreign income as well as from all ministerial inquiries by 
foreign governments seeking to discover the owners since the shares are 
issued in bearer form. The FII can now seize Triton System without the 
Canadian government being able to intervene. 

Chapter 11 
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Washington, end of January 91 

Evil tongues claim, rightly or wrongly, that lobbying with each other is one 
of the oldest professions in the world, all of them seeking to maintain special 
contacts. All social or sentimental life is marked by this activity which 
consists, simply, in maintaining good relations between individuals or 
groups with the aim of getting one or the other to act in a given 
direction; ours. Politically, this same activity aims essentially at the victory 
of particular interests, in agreement or to the detriment according to the 
circumstances, of the general interest. 

Savin & Co is probably the most reputable lobbying firm in Washington and 
the United States in general. A specialist in relations in the American anti¬ 
chamber of power, Bob Savin, its CEO, has created, over the years, one of 
the most impressive networks of contacts, so diverse, that his firm is present 
in all major political issues, from the abortion debate to the NASA contracts 
and the Israeli-Palestinian crisis. Passionate about billiards, Bob Savin based 
all his lobbying strategy on this game. 

Imagine that the lobby, the pressure group, is the Hakko Ishui club 
represented by Fujihama, the player. This one uses the billiard cue, lobbyist 
Bob Savin. The colored balls, which the Fujihama player with the help of the 




wand (Bob Savin) will run on the green carpet (political chessboard), are 
officials, political parties, the Council of Ministers, members of Congress 
and Senate, other pressure groups and the press. The white ball (socio¬ 
political dynamism) determines the movement of the game by its 
pilings. Depending on the ability of the player (Fujihama) to control his 
wand (Bob Savin) and the trajectory of the white (socio-political dynamic), 
he will lead the colored balls in the pocket (the goal to be reached, here the 
stop James Bay works). The art of the game requires the player to provide 
the wand with the essential elements (blue or the devil) to properly direct the 
white ball, this will be the role of cumulative impact studies. 

Bob Savin now has in his hands dozens of well-sealed reports supplied by 
Fujihama which he must send to a pre-established list of recipients such as 
the American Coal Association, the Association of the Nuclear Industry, the 
National Audubon Society, the No Thank group from Maine, the Vermont 
Vert, the Grand Council of the Crees, Greenpeace, the Washington Post, the 
New York Times, the Globe & Mail, the Montreal Press, the European in 
London, the World in Paris and even the Hindustan Sun of New Delhi and 
other major Asian newspapers. Everything is now in place. Quebec and its 
crown corporation, Hydro-Quebec, were to suffer painfully from the 
repercussions of the largest judicial guerrilla war ever undertaken against a 
democratically elected state and government. 


USSR 


XXV 


Starving, locked in the cage that it has made for itself for three generations, 
the Soviet bear is now stretching out its paw to the West. The front 
superpower is always looking for solutions to properly feed its 
population. After years of perestroika under Gorbachev, the regime stiffened 
by decades of stagnation could not overcome the famine that threatens its 
population. Hunger and shame are the lot of millions of Soviets. The fall of 
the Berlin Wall and the advent of the new Germany caused the USSR to lose 
a trade estimated at more than 15 billion rubles per year. This decline 
accentuates the economic degradation of the country, already 70% of the 
most important companies at the world level, all rethought their commercial 
strategies in order to seize these new markets. Moscow therefore urgently 
needs foreign exchange estimated at 150 billion dollars. Washington and 
London have categorically refused. No question of supporting a government 
which still swallows between 18 and 25% of its budget in its 



defense. However, there is an emergency, the country is on the verge of 
mutiny. Hundreds of rural areas have come to the rationing ticket for meat 
and butter. Yet in Arbat, the old quarter of Moscow, fruits and vegetables 
flourish on the shelves of illegal market gardeners; the popular response to 
the dilapidated system: the black market is to the poor what tax evasion is to 
the rich 

What the Russians want is a little freedom and better living conditions, if 
democracy grants them a better existence, let's go for democracy, the masses 
answer. But the people do not know anything about the democratic demands 
and the implications of the free market economy, of the dramatic 
unemployment rates that will result. Both ideologically and economically, 
the country sinks into confusion. More and more, the republics are rebelling 
against a central government that no longer meets their expectations. The 
republics therefore claim the right to choose on their own new paths to 
preserve its security, including the search for foreign partners. 

This sovereignist position is endorsed by Boris Yeltsin, the president elected 
by universal suffrage of the Russian Federation to which the autonomous 
republic of Yakutia is attached. Its program aims in particular to accelerate 
the process of privatization of land and state-owned enterprises and to 
weaken the Kremlin's control over this vast federation which stretches from 
the Pacific coasts to the Baltic coasts, i.e. three quarters of the Soviet 
territory where the half of the 289 million Soviets. Boris Yeltsin's electoral 
success confirms the collapse of the entire political system founded by Lenin 
in the aftermath of the Revolution. This system, it should be remembered, 
replaced a nascent democracy with the omnipotence of a party which 
constantly replaced the popular will. 

In November 1918, when Lenin had just taken office, an election by 
universal suffrage mobilized some 40 million voters to elect the Constituent 
Assembly. Lenin's Bolsheviks, despite their dominant position, won only 
24% of the vote and 168 seats out of 419. Disowned by the voters, Lenin 
concluded that they were "wrong" and abolished the Constituent 
Assembly. Consequently, the elections were always, in the USSR, the 
obligation made to the voters to plebiscite (to 99.9%) the only candidate that 
the Party presented to their votes. Several decades later, by voting 
overwhelmingly for Yeltsin, the candidate fought by the Communist Party, 
Russian voters shattered this system and showed that, henceforth, for them, 
democracy and the voters' personal choice were inseparable. 



In this atmosphere of general economic decay and democratic renewal, the 
Japanese negotiators had no problem negotiating with the autonomous 
republic of Yakutia the mining rights of the Stanovoi Mountains. This 
gesture undoubtedly makes it possible to strengthen Yeltsin's position 
against the Soviet number one Mikhail Gorbachev, the latter having always 
opposed the pace and extent to be given to economic reforms as well as the 
respective powers of the Kremlin and the republics. Today the message is 
clear, the Russian workers have undertaken their second revolution and 
buried Lenin for the second time. 
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Nunavik 

During the 1970s, with the oil crisis, the exploitation of the Arctic's oil and 
natural gas resources began. The behavior of the men of the South then 
changes radically. The hunters, adventurers and missionaries of the 19th 
century were replaced by miners, geologists and workers; the crude 
expansion of the Arctic began. Spills of waste from oil drilling, mining, 
radioactive emissions from nuclear powered ships threaten Arctic lands and 
waters today. A Canadian study shows that 144 bears in the far north arctic 
were contaminated with several toxic substances, including DDT and other 
pesticides used thousands of kilometers further south. Circumpolar seas are 
threatened by wastes dumped at sea and carried by Atlantic and Pacific 
currents. Chemicals have been found in every link in the arctic food chain, 
especially in fats and meats and of course in the blood and breast milk of 
Inuit. The scale of this ecological crime is such that the Inuit may, in the 
near future, have to switch to a diet of chicken and beef in order to avoid 
contamination. This new diet would imply a real cultural revolution since 
the Inuit have hardly changed their diet since their arrival in Canada, more 
than 8,000 years ago. 

The once poetic Arctic has become strategic. It is no exaggeration to say that 
this region has become one of the most geostrategic places on the planet; the 
place where the military superpowers of the planet come together face to 
face. Beneath the polar cap, there are more American and Soviet 
experimental submarines than anywhere else in the world and probably a 
worrying concentration of nuclear warheads. Hundreds of military planes 
and commercial lines fly through its airspace every day. 



To combat this environmental disaster and the growing militarization, the 
Inuit created, for a decade, the Inuit Circumpolar Conference which 
proclaimed that the Inupiat and the Yupics of Alaska, the Yupics of Siberia, 
the Inivialut and the Inuit of Canada and finally the Kalaallit of Greenland 
are one and the same nation. The homogeneity of the territory combined 
with that of the culture means that the Inuit will probably succeed where the 
Amerindian groups fail and thus paved the way for other indigenous 
peoples. The approximately 105,000 Inuit of the circumpolar regions are 
now calling for their voice when it comes to talking about peace and 
security, the environment, culture and the economy. They now want to see 
their basic rights as a distinct people guaranteed by the legal system of 
circumpolar states. They consider their right to self-determination as a 
prerequisite for the protection of their culture. 
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Washington, February 10, 91 

Bob Savin knows by heart the political mores of the American capital. There 
are, in all, 536 policymakers in Washington; the president, 100 senators and 
435 representatives of Congress. Their social life, their political philosophy, 
the vices and virtues of each no longer hold any secrets for the director of 
Savin & Co. Then, there are the 298 parliamentary committees and sub¬ 
committees where each leader tries to attract the most great media coverage 
possible by covering hot topics like acid rain, the bankruptcy of Midwestern 
farmers, the role of the CIA in the Middle East, the Saving & Loan scandal, 
the biggest fraud in American banking history which will cost taxpayers a 
handsome sum of $ 500 billion. Everyone has their favorite cause, everyone 
wants their law in their name. An army of 20,000 parliamentary assistants 
must provide their respective bosses with the necessary arguments to defend 
their cause. Add to the table, hundreds of lobbyists who, every day, roam the 
halls of Congress to understand that the entire legislative life of the country 
is paralyzed. Bob Savin has known for a long time that the "congressmen" 
sail from one coalition to another, everything being a question of price. To 
be elected to the Senate, for example, you have to spend, on average, three 
million dollars, that is, you have to raise 10,000 dollars per week during the 
six years of the mandate. This fundraising race is therefore the joy of all 
kinds of lobbies, causing even more confusion in the “democratic” game of 
the American capital. No wonder congressional criticism, “congress- 



bashing” as they say there, has become the national sport of the American 
press. 

In less than a week, the strategy, developed by Fujihama, completely 
infiltrated the activities of the Congress. Various cumulative impact files 
were sent to the various associations concerned, of course with a check for 
10,000 dollars in the name of the congressman representing the pressure 
group. Thus, the representative of Massachusetts, coal mining state, is 
worried about the alarming prospects of unemployment for its population if 
the Great Whale project is carried out. The representative of Illinois defends 
Hydro-Quebec on behalf of the American Nuclear Association; all are 
clamoring for the creation of parliamentary committees. 

Environmental groups, meanwhile, received even larger checks which will 
be used to cover legal costs incurred. Same tactic, to support the indigenous 
groups in their judicial guerrilla warfare. In no time, American and Canadian 
courts were seized with a staggering number of injunction and moratorium 
requests against the hydroelectric project. 

Audubon and Sierra Club called on New York State to suspend electricity 
export contracts and hold public environmental hearings. Maine's No Thank 
group and Green Vermont called for public hearings on "electric 
highways"; these 750 million kilowatt high voltage transmission lines are, 
according to them, responsible for a high rate of leukemia in the populations 
living near them. 

At the suggestion of the Japanese impact report, The Grand Council of the 
Crees sent the government a multi-million dollar bill as property tax for 
improper use of the land. The legal challenge to this tax was immediately 
entered on the roll of Quebec courts, in addition to all those challenging the 
legality of phase II with regard to the convention signed previously. The 
legal disputes of Quebec and Hydro-Quebec quickly became buried by this 
avalanche of lawsuits. Only to respond to these lawsuits and legal challenges 
in both Canada and the United States, the Quebec state will have to spend 
some $ 150 million to ensure its defense because of the length of the trials. 

For its part, the international press, tired of the catchphrase of the 
Amazonian forests, is devouring the new northern Brazil that Quebec has 
become. For the past week, all of Quebec's diplomatic houses abroad, 
especially in Germany, have been literally taken by storm by green 



demonstrators, causing considerable additional costs to ensure their 
protection. Giant holes are appearing in the province's budget to cover these 
unforeseen events. 
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Nunavik 

In the early 1980s, after six years of debate and deliberation, the Inuit 
Circumpolar Conference adopted a document bearing the stamp of the 
centuries-old experience of the Inuit people and which also demonstrates to 
what extent the Inuit have achieved, over time, to tame and even appropriate 
the technologies of the modern world. Entitled "Arctic Policy", this 
document, in terms of domestic policy, specifies that the Inuit will seek to 
obtain full participation in constitutional discussions when their interests are 
at stake. Participation also in any national forum and international dealing 
with the problems of northern communities ranging from education to social 
services through sustainable economic development coupled with 
environmental protection and the definition of standards for scientific 
research carried out in the Arctic. Internationally, Arctic policy proposes a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone and a plan for the progressive demilitarization of 
the Arctic under United Nations supervision. Lastly, that the Arctic and the 
Antarctic become reserves of the world biosphere and that as such, the 
industrial development of the North be subject to restrictive measures. 

In 1987, the Quebec parliament adopted the creation and constitution of the 
first Inuit regional government on the planet. Now called Nunavik, this 
territory, located north of the 55th parallel, will now be managed by the 
Kativik Inuit administration, whose members are democratically elected by 
universal suffrage. The fourteen villages of Nunavik are no longer reserves 
but rather municipalities, like those in the south, under the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs. 

In 1989, the Inuit of Nunavik, aided by members of the Inuit Circumpolar 
Conference, began their first diplomatic battle against the NATO military, 
the Battle of Goose Bay in Labrador. As part of its obligations with NATO, 
Canada has authorized the air forces of West Germany, Holland and Great 
Britain to use, for low-level fighter-bomber training flights, the region of 
Goose Bay which presents a topography similar to those of many regions of 
the USSR, the potential enemy. The life of the Inuit was greatly 



disrupted. These training flights went against the Arctic policy of 
demilitarization demanded by the Inuit. The phantom 4, the F-2 and the F- 
18, the Tornado indeed often flew thirty meters above the ground, at speeds 
reaching 980 kilometers per hour. Bothered by this noise and this incessant 
coming and going, caribou and other game fled the traditional hunting 
grounds of the Inuit. Faced with a fait accompli, the latter decided to play 
the card of international diplomacy. The report of the mission of the 
International Federation of Fluman Rights found them right on the basis of 
article 2 of the United Nations Convention on Civil and Political Rights 
which stipulates "... in no case, a people cannot be deprived of their means 
of subsistence ". The pacification of the Arctic is underway. 
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Washington. February 15, 91 

While legal pressure and public opinion are mobilized to decry the Quebec 
government and its hydroelectric dam project, Bob Savin puts an end to the 
second part of his mandate vis-a-vis this anonymous employer that is 
Fujihama. He had to write a detailed report on the negotiating methods of 
the Aboriginal Canadians and present the best possible avenues to obtain 
success. Reading an impressive body of legal and treaty documents and 
analyzing the Cree and Inuit negotiating philosophy served to identify the 
recommendations included in his final report. 

According to Savin, it is obvious that the Inuit form a more homogeneous 
and better structured group than the Crees. Diametrically opposed 
negotiating methods flow from this. Seen from the American capital, the 
Cree negotiators have serious credibility problems by not wanting to respect 
agreements already signed even if their demands appear legitimate. It seems 
obvious to us, writes Savin, that the Crees are using their opposition to the 
Big Whale project to obtain from the government agreements on the other 
land claims of the other Indian bands. However, you should know that there 
are more than 660 Amerindian bands in Canada and more than 1,550 
territorial disputes registered to date. 

In addition, the too large number of Indian representatives at the negotiating 
table, the too large number of claims outside the Great Whale project make 
them stakeholders who are simply trying to raise the stakes of monetary and 
territorial compensation, such is the philosophy of the so-called "two-row 



wampum" negotiation strategy. Each retrocession of territory by the Crees 
must be accompanied by monetary compensation (1st rank) and in addition, 
by territorial compensation elsewhere in the country (2nd rank) in favor of 
another Amerindian band. 

The Inuit negotiating philosophy is quite different. For them, it is no longer a 
question of contesting agreements that have already been approved, but of 
signing new ones that will allow Inuit companies to associate with 
development projects as well as participation in profit. The entire Inuit 
negotiation philosophy is based on the entrepreneurship of the Nunavik 
community, which hopes to negotiate the various ways of benefiting from 
northern development rather than aborting them according to the Cree 
strategy. Any northern development project has a better chance of 
succeeding in Inuit territory, provided that they respect the northern 
development standards issued by them, concludes Savin. 

Unlike the Grande Baleine project which flooded thousands of kilometers in 
Cree lands, the Fujihama project on the northern shore of Fake Bienville 
only concerns a small area comprising the mine, the manufacturing plant and 
the port facilities, all located in the -above the 55th parallel therefore in Inuit 
territory. 
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Montreal, February 17, 91 

Place Ville-Marie is the financial heart of the metropolis. For more than 
twenty years, this skyscraper, one of the first in Montreal, has symbolized, 
for some, the pride of Quebec entrepreneurship in the 1960s, for others, it is 
the symbol of foreign control over the Canadian economy. This beautiful 
building has also dominated as a symbol of the financial success of the 
companies which have established their offices between the glass walls. 

The premises of Triton System on the 16th floor are, on this gray Monday, 
invaded by a pack of journalists. For the first time in the history of this 
company, a meeting of its board of directors will be open to the 
press. Donuts and coffee circulate at breakneck speed in an indescribable 
hubbub. The start of the press conference calmed the spirits. 



- "Gentlemen, ladies, silence please.Welcome to this press briefing. My 

name is Charles Haumont, the new president of the consortium. You all 
already know that Triton Systeme was recently bought by a Swiss holding 
company: the International Investment Fund. However, after studying the 
financial situation of the company, we decided to reorient the corporate 
philosophy of Triton Systeme towards civil engineering activities. This 
choice was voted and accepted at unanimity by the board of directors here 
present. The main purpose of today's press conference is to explain to you 
the reasons which led to the restructuring of the company. As you can 
imagine, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold War took the 
world's military industry by surprise, and Canada's abandonment of the 
construction of eight nuclear submarines and the withdrawal of the US offer 
to supply 387 AD ATS (Air Defense / Anti-Tank System ) at a unit cost of $ 
15 million, forced us to review our entire commercial strategy and accelerate 
our diversification in order to find new investment niches ". 

- "The shortage of military contracts, the threat of unemployment for 
hundreds of workers in a region severely impoverished by the recession, 
commanded us to act quickly. Triton System is therefore withdrawing from 
the military market. Already, we can announce the participation of our 
company in two major projects that will ensure the financial vitality of the 
company. Triton System will build the Brahmaputra Dam in India and the 
Kra Sea Canal in Malaysia. These two projects will ensure job security for 
our employees for the ten the next few years. Montreal is in dire need ". 

- "Questions?" ventured the CEO. 

- "Yes sir! - Pierre Dube de la Presse - Your withdrawal from the military 
market deprives you of contracts of more than 800 million dollars planned in 
the program of militarization of the Arctic by the government. Is it really a 
good decision? " 

- "Certainly, we believe that less than half of the program is realistic, our 
deficit is too large to engage in such expenditure, moreover, the whole Inuit 
nation is opposed to any increased militarization of the Arctic." 

- "Should we leave the Canadian Arctic without defense?" 

- "You know the defense of the Arctic always makes me smile. Take the 
example of the Canadian nuclear submarines which would cost the taxpayers 




nearly 10 billion dollars, an economic absurdity. Already, the Russian, 
American, English and French are infesting the Arctic Ocean and watching 
each other. A few more Canadian submarines will only add to the confusion. 
Realize that these submarines will torpedo our social programs much more 
than Russian submarines Rather, my experience of international diplomacy 
has convinced me that the Canadian tradition of its defense, hitherto subject 
to the imperatives of conciliation diplomacy, is better than that which is part 
of an ideology of confrontation, to force the great powers to jointly seek the 
means of guaranteeing a truly peaceful vocation for the Arctic in accordance 
with the position of the Inuit peoples. If the Soviets and the Arne ricans want 
to play hide and seek under the polar cap that they bear the costs. Canadians 
have better things to do. " 

- "Does not the abandonment of the military risk setting a dangerous 
precedent which will relaunch recession and unemployment?" 

- "On the contrary, I have here for you several copies of a Canada-US study 
which clearly shows that, for every billion invested in the civilian economy, 
39,000 jobs are created against 22,000 for the military economy. , you have 
plenty to read for the whole day. Thank you for your attention, goodbye. " 

In Ottawa, seat of the Canadian government, there is consternation. The 
Department of National Defense has just received a whole media torpedo on 
its side. The emergency meeting of the Canadian staff confirms the dismay 
of the military. For them, it is obvious that public opinion is certainly 
acquired with the reconversion of Triton System and this positive attitude of 
the citizens can only shake the government in the pursuit of the Arctic 
military project. 

- On learning the consequences of this news, the Minister of Defense 
violently hits the table with his closed fist. - "How did he get hold of this 
confidential study? Shit, of course we know that but that's no reason to shout 
it from the rooftops." 
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New Delhi, India, February 18, 91 

On the other side of the planet, the editor of the Hindustan Sun receives by 
registered mail a very detailed impact report on the construction of the 



Brahmaputra dam, the positive economic benefits as well as the demands of 
investors. For the first time, a large financial consortium demanded political 
conditions for the realization of a megaproject. Before investing tens of 
billions in the construction of the dam, the International Investment Fund 
asks the Indian government to guarantee 35% of the jobs created for the 
lower castes and will have to reduce its military budget by 200 million 
dollars and reinvest these sums in education and vocational training. The 
editor of the Flindustan Sun is sure he has the scoop in his life. The next 
evening edition will be impactful. 

The Hindustan Sun, the official organ of the Indian right, vehemently 
protests these unacceptable demands and urges the right-wing party to 
withdraw from the governing coalition and its support for the cabinet if the 
government agrees to tamper with the prevailing caste system. 

Unlike Western society, Indian society is highly hierarchical and finds its 
source in the concept of opposition between "pure" and "impure" socially 
translated by the caste system. The “dalit” or oppressed belong to the 
“sudra” caste, the very last of the castes of the Hindu hierarchical 
system. The "sudra" caste is itself divided into twelve sub-castes including 
the Untouchables at the end of the line. The lower castes represent 54% of 
the 830 million Indians; 450 million humans are therefore condemned to 
wander from village to village and to the blackest misery, from generation to 
generation without being allowed to hope for a better fate either for 
themselves or for their families, children. Ignorant and miserable, they were 
kept out of any cultural current, any social evolution and, by the same token, 
delivered to all the forms of exploitation coming from the higher castes. 

India is a mosaic of cultures with dozens of religious, linguistic, ethnic and 
caste groupings whose interaction has created a political dynamic unknown 
in much of the Third World. Because of this diversity, the founding fathers 
wisely chose a framework of government - a democracy based on the 
Westminster model - and an ideology - secular and socialist - that could 
meet the legitimate aspirations of a diverse population where the danger of 
conflict within a multiethnic society is always present. 

While there was hope for a moment that the British colonialist regime would 
make some changes to this state of affairs, it did not. It was not until 1947 
and the independence of India that the government abolished the caste 
system and encouraged social integration. Today, those who have succeeded 



in crossing the barrier of taboos and ignorance have unleashed a fierce social 
as well as ideological struggle to create a new society where the "Dalits" will 
find their place; They are called the “Dalit Panthers” If Fujihama achieves 
its goal, the “Dalit Panthers” will make a tremendous leap towards social 
equality. The Indian right cannot afford it. 

In contrast, Hasani Satrota represents well the new Indian middle class. A 
researcher at the National Water Institute, he is the very one who proposed 
the Brahmaputra project to the Tokyo conference. A fabulous site for a dam 
that would supply the North of India with electricity. The project: divert the 
Sampo river high up in the mountains near the sources of the Brahmaputra in 
the Himalayas, dig a huge tunnel through the Nepal massif and build the 
dam at the end of a huge uninhabited natural gorge. A guaranteed energy 
output of three hundred million kilowatts, enough to run hundreds of 
factories, light Delhi and Calcutta and irrigate hundreds of acres of arid 
northern lands. India, which is experiencing the most serious financial crisis 
in its history, has the slowest rate of industrialization in Asia. Long 
renowned for its rigorous management, India took out numerous loans from 
commercial banks in the 1980s. India has since taken its place among the 
heavily indebted nations and its credit rating has downgraded in some 
financial markets. The first results of the last census highlight its 
backwardness in education and primary care, the existence of large income 
gaps, the failure of demographic policy and the advancement of 
women. This situation favors the reproduction of elites and the 
preponderance of the dominant castes. 

On learning that his project has been selected by this foreign consortium, an 
immense joy mixed with pride seizes him. Gone is the cycle of endemic and 
secular misery that has so long hampered the development of his 
country. Gone are the anguish of late or completely non-existent monsoons 
which have starved millions of people for millennia; the inevitable descent 
down the social ladder is over. Hasani Satrota is jubilant. Yes, he can see 
these pylons transporting electricity in the heart of large cities but above all, 
he sees water, this retained, controlled water irrigating the land year 
round. The water that fertilizes the earth, the victory of man over the 
elements from which will spring, on all sides, a lush vegetation bringing 
with it its procession of insects, frogs, birds chirping while building their 
nests, the tops of the trees. Thousands of hectares of infertile fields covered 
as if by magic with a down of the most beautiful green. Today is a day of 



rejoicing for Hasani. Dream and reality have finally met. Quickly, let's go 
find the Brahmin to celebrate a "puja" in honor of the great Bhagavan. 
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Montreal, Quebec, March 6, 91 

In general, journalists have a hard time catching Hydro-Quebec at fault. An 
army of engineers, economists and environmentalists usually have the 
answer. For a week now, Hydro-Quebec specialists have been tearing their 
hair out trying to desperately react to this skilfully orchestrated press 
campaign. Fujihama's cumulative impact reports provide such a wealth of 
information, statistics and alarmist economic forecasts that the entire council 
of ministers of the Quebec government is shaken. News is coming from 
everywhere. 

On the front page of the Press; "Big Whale, an inflationary jump of 15 
billion". From the journalist's pen, everything goes: the cost of technical 
studies, legal fees, interest rates. “Cheaper nuclear power” adds the next day, 
the newspaper Le Devoir, which under the faith of a confidential report 
affirms that the costs of nuclear power can only decrease in the years to 
come while the costs of James Bay, we do not will never say it enough, can 
only increase. A survey by the Journal de Montreal-IQOP confirms the 
growing concern of Quebecers about the astronomical costs of phase II. 

Like madmen, Hydro-Quebec public relations officers counter-attack each 
article with contradictory reports and studies to stem this sort of journalistic 
vendetta. They announce a whole series of corrective works geared towards 
productivity and the rationalization of the workforce, nothing helps. A new 
study published this time by the newspaper Le Soleil affirms that the debt of 
each hydro-Quebecois in the province will drop from $ 7,000 to $ 22,000 
after the completion of Grande Baleine. This media guerrilla warfare will 
reach its peak with the TV news broadcast of the TV A network of a report 
on the discovery by the Inuit of New Quebec of a population of 200 
freshwater seals, unique in the world who flounder in one of the tributaries, 
of the Grande Baleine river. 

The death knell sounds the next day. The New York Times headlines 
"Bank's Boycot for Save Seal". Audubon is calling for nothing less than a 
boycott of American banks and lending financial institutions associated with 



the development of James Bay. Only the pressure of thousands of American 
savers will be able to save these seals from this tragedy, from this ecological 
genocide. When we know the passion of the Americans for everything called 
"pets", we understand that Audubon's blow is fatal. Chase Manhattan Bank 
immediately announces its withdrawal from funding. Standart & Poor's 
immediately downgraded Hydro-Quebec’s Aa3 credit rating. A real financial 
storm is hitting Quebec. On this Black Friday, the atmosphere in the 
National Assembly of Quebec is sulphurous. Resignation !, resignation !, the 
official opposition has only that word to mouth. The president of the 
assembly, in front of the cacophonic indiscipline of the elected 
representatives of the people, postpones the parliamentary debates to the 
following Monday. 
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Boston, Saturday 6 am. 7 March 91 

The government plane, a challenger that has never worn its name so well, 
takes off from the runway at Montreal's Dorval airport; on board Prime 
Minister Bourassa, his Minister of Finance and the President of Hydro- 
Quebec. On their arrival in Boston, the three men rush into a limousine in 
the colors of the First Boston Bank. Since the dawn of time, the interests of 
Quebec and its Crown corporation have been represented in the United 
States by a group of investment banks led by Dick Marshall, the "lead 
manager" of First Boston Bank. . Representatives of Merrill Lynch, Salomon 
Brothers, Prudential Insurance and Moody's, in short, a race of men who 
weigh more heavily on Quebec's budget than any other Canadian financial 
institution are present at the meeting. When major American investors sign 
checks payable to Quebec, they give them to Dick Marshall. Half "booky", 
half advisor, Dick Marshall is one of the few Yankees for whom Quebec's 
economy, budgets, politicians and their behind-the-scenes games still keep 
their secrets. 

Upon their arrival in the large meeting room of the First Boston Bank, they 
all sit around the pink marble table. Lunch is already served there, the coffee 
steaming. 


- "You had a good trip," Marshall asks the Prime Minister, in order to ease 
the atmosphere. 



When Bourassa is on the defensive, he attacks. - "Excellent, now let's get to 
the heart of the matter, I hope I did not come here to be told that the goose 
that lays the golden eggs no longer lays". 

- "Listen to my dear friend to answer Marshall, you are currently facing 
concerted opposition from the press, from environmental movements, you 
are involved in 28 legal proceedings, Congress is mobilized against you, 
threats of boycott are assaulting us, our customers risk deserting our banks. 
You will understand that it is currently impossible for us to finance phases 11 
and 111 of James Bay; 47 billion is too risky. Perhaps in five years when the 
dust settles ". 

- "In five years!" Exclaims Pepin, the CEO of Hydro-Quebec, "it’s too late. 
If Quebec can currently export electricity to the United States, it is because it 
has significant surpluses. . But over the next two decades, domestic 
electricity demand for Quebec will reach the level of the energy produced, 
and therefore no more surplus. You must not take for granted that, in 20 
years, we will be able to offer contracts exports like these ". 

- "The Big Whale project," continued the Minister of Finance, "only makes 
sense through its export contracts. We only have five years to build the dams 
and fifteen years to repay the loans through exports, if no the project is no 
longer viable ". 

- "I know, I know said Marshall, we are here precisely to find a solution. Did 
you think of the European financial market" 

- "Let’s talk about Europeans the Prime Minister is angry. That the European 
parliament accuses the government of Quebec of having violated its word 
and recognizes the Amerindian claims, leaves speechless. They are 
downright in the shoe polish our European friends. Flaunting ignorance will 
have disastrous economic repercussions. What is sadder is that Quebecers, 
one of the most tolerant peoples on the planet, risk paying the price for this 
astonishing resolution. Quebec therefore has a good length on any other 
government in terms of recognition of indigenous rights. Another irony, to 
sue Bourassa, it is this same European parliament so quick to come to the 
defense of the Amerindians who was the most ardent promoter of sanctions 
against fur trapping. Do these noble spirits of Strasbourg know that these 
same Amerindians, thus deprived of an important source of income, figured t 
in the forefront of the victims of their great measure. If these deputies were 



tarts enough to adopt these resolutions which can then guarantee us that 
stupidity will not win London, Paris, Berlin, where the real financial powers 
are. 

- "You could set the record straight," asks the representative of Merrill 
Lynch. " 

- "Correct the facts! Exclaims impatiently Bourassa. What facts? Tell the 
Germans that they would do better to take care of the cleaning of their own 
neo-Nazi stables. The French, who make Le Pen live so well and whose 
racism against the North Africans reached disgusting dimensions. The 
Spaniards, who massacred with incredible brutality more than three quarters 
of the Indians of South America, the Dutch slavers, the Italians who, barely 
half a century ago , attacked with rare courage with poison gas one of the 
poorest countries of Africa, the English who enslaved and exploited almost 
half the world and even the good small Danish social democrats could 
perhaps explain to us what they are doing in Greenland. All these beautiful 
people have only to look in their backyard. I refuse to waste time and money 
to make understand to a backward European opinion which persists in 
believing in the romantic image of the noble and proud Indian that this 
Indian was assassinated more than two centuries ago by the Europeans 
themselves. I refuse to allow myself to be taught moral lessons by these 
people. 

- "We will go see the Japanese, says the president of Hydro-Quebec to give 
Bourassa time to catch his breath." 

- "On one condition, to add the Minister of Finance. Whatever happens 
Monday morning at the opening of the stock market, there is no question of 
you giving up billions of bonds that you already hold. Of your On the other 
hand, you from Moody's, unlike your twin sister from Standart & Poor's, you 
will maintain the Aa3 rating for Quebec. On our side, neither Hydro nor the 
Quebec Treasury will test the New York market, it is the only one. way to 
avoid the debacle ". 

- "If we maintain the Aa3 rating, will you head for Tokyo?" 

- "Correct, from Monday the Japanese financiers will receive through our 
Quebec office in Tokyo, all the necessary documentation: Hydro-Quebec 
financial profile, prospectus on James Bay as well as the copy of the contract 



itself for 27 pages and 15 appendices that you have already signed for phase 
1, that should reassure them 


- "Very well said Marshall, we can end our meeting". 

- "Wait a minute! Marshall said the Minister of Finance. Monday on Wall 
Street, are you going to sell your bonds?" 

- "You will have my answer Monday morning at 9:30 am when the stock 
market opens", said calmly Marshall who took great pleasure, whenever he 
had the opportunity, to show everyone who was the real one. financial boss 
in Quebec. 
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New Delhi, India, Saturday March 7,91,3:30p.m. 

New Delhi, the city of seven cities, capital of the Indian republic, lives in the 
boiling atmosphere of 40 Celsius in the shade. The activity of its 6 million 
inhabitants does not seem to be disturbed. Taxis, rickshaws, motorcycles and 
cars crowd Connaught Circus, the heart of the city, as always. Turbaned 
traders, senior officials in suits meet the crowd of beggars and peasants from 
neighboring villages. On one of the main intersections inside the parliament 
quarter, around 100 students from dominant castes occupy the public 
road. They explain to the assembled journalists that they will continue their 
movement as long as the government does not give up its policy in favor of 
the lower castes which they deem "unjust" towards them. The Brahmaputra 
dam will set a dangerous precedent, they say. In a few minutes, a huge 
crowd formed with its dozens of banners representing the different parties of 
the right. The sudden arrival of the counter-demonstration organized by the 
"Dalit panthers" is already causing some clashes here and there between 
demonstrators. Called to the scene, police armed with sticks and tear gas 
canisters try to make their way through this human sea to disperse the 
demonstrators. Suddenly about fifty yards from the crowd, a column of 
flame rises. The shouting sessions stop, all heads are turned, someone yells: 
"a student is setting himself on fire." His comrades rush towards a large tent 
erected in the middle of the road crossing. They tear off pieces of fabric, run 
towards the column of flame, surround it, smother the fire. They pick up the 
student's body and place him in the back seat of a press car, the only one 
nearby. On the verge of hysteria, the students extract the driver from his 



seat. One of them gets behind the wheel and leaves at high speed towards the 
hospital of Safdarjang, specializing in the treatment of severe burns. Resting 
between life and death, his condition is critical. Fifteen other sympathizers 
of the Hindu right, opposing the rehabilitation of the lower castes will 
imitate this gesture during the weekend. 
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New York, Monday March 9, 1991, 9:30 a.m. 

In its morning edition, the Wall Street Journal headlines: "Hydro-Quebec, 
4th largest borrowers in the world in difficulty". The future of the flagship of 
the Quebec economy is at stake. With the opening of the bond market, a 
handful of small institutional holders, small pension funds or minor 
insurance companies, drop the shares of Hydro-Quebec and of Quebec 
which, they believe, will burn their hands. This secondary market generally 
has little effect on Hydro-Quebec, but the Wall Street Journal article 
undermines investor confidence. By selling off their bonds, small holders are 
driving down the market value of Hydro-Quebec's debt. The large carriers 
are worried but do not move. 

At noon exactly, a crazy rumor seized the brokers: Bourassa, under pressure 
from the opposition, would resign. In 15 minutes, $ 5 billion in bonds are 
sold off, Hydro-Quebec is at its lowest, an unpredictable and vertiginous 
fall. Informed of the stampede of the titles, the Prime Minister immediately 
telephones Dick Marshall to reassure the jumbo jets but the damage is 
done. The value of Hydro-Quebec bonds being guaranteed by the 
government, it’s a disaster, Quebec is sinking into one of the worst economic 
crises in its history. 

An hour later, drama. The 5 billion in abandoned bonds are bought back by a 
single buyer immediately stabilizing the price of the bonds; bankruptcy is 
narrowly avoided, recovery of investor confidence. Hydro-Quebec shares 
closed the session at its normal level. The International Investment Fund has 
just achieved quite a feat on the stock market, but above all, it has just 
positioned itself advantageously within Hydro-Quebec itself. Dick Marshall 
has just been ousted from his position as financial boss by the keiretsu of the 
Hakko Ishui club who will now have their say in any decision taken by the 
Quebec state corporation. The Bourassa government owes its survival to 
him. 
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New Delhi, Monday March 9, 91, 6 p.m. 

The weekend was stormy for the Indian government. Hundreds of 
demonstrators from the dominant castes took to the streets to protest the loss 
of their privileges. The dominant castes mobilized up to hundreds of 
thousands of people, often armed. From Monday afternoon when the Indian 
government resumes parliamentary work, the right accuses the party of 
Janata Dal, the minority government of the ruling coalition, of wanting to 
westernize the country by the massive implantation of modern technology to 
the detriment of traditional values. . By withdrawing its support for the 
government coalition, the ruling party is outvoted, resigns and starts the 
electoral process. It is now up to the Indian people to decide on their future, 
which Fujihama ardently wishes. 
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Montreal, Monday, March 9, 91, 8 p.m. 

Tokyo Mining's private plane lands at Mirabel International Airport. Charles 
Haumont, overwhelmed by the events of the day, is faithful to the 
appointment. 

- "You asked to see me", said Haumont 

- "Right, you must be wondering what’s going on right now, the futurist 
replied sarcastically. I saw fit to pay you a surprise visit, just to discuss all 
this." 

Leaving the airport, Haumont could not see, not knowing them, that three of 
the most influential men in modern Japan took charge of the Hilton 
International in Montreal. 
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Washington, Monday, March 9, 91, 9 p.m. 



The art of the lobbyist is essentially based on a good knowledge of the files 
he has to represent. However, Bob Savin never took cognizance of the 
cumulative impact studies which he distributed to the "eight corners of the 
world". Gifted with an extraordinary sense of analysis, he quickly 
understood, by following political and stock market activity, that his 
anonymous client was at the origin of the discredit of Hydro-Quebec which 
caused the price to fall, obligations. He also knows full well that this 
information will earn him, one day or another, some favors from the US 
State Department for a future client. This is how politics works, one service 
attracting another. 

Bob Savin picks up the telephone receiver and dials a coded number giving 
direct access to his contact at the State Department. 

- "Hello Steve! Always at work, I knew it". 

- "Hi Bob! What’s up?" 

- "I have the impression that I discovered a little something which could 
interest you". 

- "Always talk, I'm listening" 

- "This afternoon in New York, a financial group bought back 5 billion 
Hydro-Quebec bonds, meanwhile, on the other side of the planet, the Indian 
government is resigning. I know there is has a link between these two 
events, I can't tell you who and why at the moment, but I know there is a 
link ". 

- "And why are you so sure?" 

- "Because this link is me". 

- "There you interest me said Steve Drayton. So, start from the beginning, I 
listen to you." 

- "It’s been a month now, I received a parcel at the office, a box filled with 
documents all carefully sealed in pre-addressed envelopes. Envelopes that I 
distributed according to a specific order and schedule. Lobby groups, 
movements environmentalists, members of Congress, professional 



associations, corporations, major dailies and even Native American bands - 
in short, the brothel. All accompanied by a personal check of $ 50,000 ... $ 
50,000 to play postman , you realize!. So all the documents are mailed 
according to the directives. Two weeks later, the Quebec government faces 
one of the most beautiful judicial guerrillas ever organized against the 
development of Grande Baleine. Hydro-Quebec frieze the catastrophe on the 
New York Stock Exchange, saved in extremis by a financial group called the 
International Investment Fund registered in Switzerland therefore covered 
by banking immunity, the same group fi nancier which previously acquired 
Triton System, the largest Canadian military conglomerate now converted to 
civilian. Triton Systeme then announced its participation in the Kra Canal 
project in Malaysia and the Brahmaputra dam in India. Still as directed by 
my client, I send a document to the Hindustan Sun Journal in New 
Delhi. The newspaper publishes the demands for the construction of the 
dam, including a cut of $ 200 million in the Indian military budget. The right 
is panicking, the government resigns, elections will take place 
soon. Everything fits, but I don't know why and towards what end. " 

- "Well done Bob, he said admiringly. Here, we haven't seen anything. But 
tell me, why pay you the high price to send envelopes that your client could 
just as well have sent himself?" 

- "This is where I blocked me too. For hours, I wondered why and, suddenly, 

I understood everything . disarmingly simple, my client wanted 

everything just let you in. Again, I don't know why, but obviously my client 
wanted to "wire" his transaction. 

- "And that client would be?" Asks Drayton. 

- "Listen Steve, this is only a guess but, according to the gigantic sums 
invested, the tactics employed and their apparent illogicality, I say quite 
apparent because there is a link, all this makes me think that this whole 
operation is the work of a Japanese keiretsu hidden behind the International 
Investment Fund ". 

- "You think so," said Drayton puzzled. 

- "I'm sure, Steve." 
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Montreal, Tuesday 10 a.m., March 10, 91 

In the large conference room of the consortium now headed by Charles 
Haumont, the latter met the CEO of Tokyo Mining, the president of the 
Bank of Tokyo and the director of the Japan Energy Institute. 

Without saying a word, after the usual greetings, the president of Triton 
Systeme carefully scrutinizes the faces of his guests. Fujihama breaks the 
silence 

- "We need your total discretion here; a leak and it's a disaster. We're playing 
big right now, very big even". 

- "I promise you that this conversation will remain secret". 

Nihisma immediately speaks. - "Very well! Let’s get straight to the point. 
We believe that we have made a discovery that will disrupt the global 
consumption of energy. If this upheaval is not well planned, well structured, 
it will be disaster, ’will face, will tear each other apart to possess this 
discovery ". 

For more than an hour, Charles Haumont listens religiously to Nihisma's 
learned explanations on the properties of the new metal and its high 
superconducting potential. In turn, Sakaimoto explains the immense energy 
benefits associated with the production of liquid hydrogen and the 
conversion cell, without forgetting the environmental benefits. The president 
of the Bank of Tokyo provided fabulous economic benefits related to the 
marketing of products without forgetting the unprecedented economic boom 
for Montreal and the province of Quebec. Finally, Fujihama ends this long 
presentation by explaining his plan to thwart the Great Whale project. When 
Fujihama was done, the president of Triton System thought for long minutes. 

- "But why, was this precious metal not discovered before at Lac Bienville?" 

- "The metals of Lac Bienville in themselves have no value except, if they 
are put in contact with another substance, they then become highly 
conductive, explains the CEO of Tokyo Mining". 


- "And this other substance whose name you keep silent is found? 



- "In the USSR says Fujihama in front of Nihisma's hesitation and we own 
the mining rights". 

- "I see ... Now, let's talk about the Indies, what link with all this". 

- "India is our test bed. We want to verify if a third world country is ready to 
make significant sacrifices in return for an imposing economic development 
like that of the Brahmaputra dam This test will serve as a parameter for us to 
the future introduction of liquid hydrogen in these countries ". 

- "You understand me?" 

- "Not very well, no". 

Patiently Fujihama resumes his presentation. 

- "Since the Persian Gulf crisis, aid to developing countries has fallen 
dramatically. Their income is lower than in 1981, add the increase since the 
price of oil and you will understand that these countries will find themselves 
even more marginalize, their economy completely disjointed, human 
resources deeply affected by the lack of service, education and health. We 
can no longer remain a mere spectator in the face of this crisis. While the 
Russians, the Americans, the French, the English and the Chinese are 
dealing with the sale of military weapons, we have decided to work on the 
post-crisis period, to rethink the entire Western strategy by instead 
promoting the entrepreneurship of individuals to the detriment of the State 
mired in its military spending While logic commands these Third World 
countries to reduce their military spending, the reverse is happening, we are 
talking about spending reaching over $ 60 billion, we must break this 
escalation. We have noticed that this third world market is very 
concentrated. Twelve countries in all: Angola, Cuba, Egypt, Ethiopia, India 
Iraq, Iran, Libya, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Vietnam, have captured almost two- 
thirds of arms exports during the last decade. During the 90s, the arms trade 
will be revived by the desire of many developing countries to strengthen 
their role as regional military power. Rather, we want to make them regional 
economic powers ". 


- "Are you still following me Charles? 



- "No problem, you are trying to tell me that the more countries reach a high 
level of economic interdependence among themselves, the more difficult it 
will be for them to enter into armed conflict". 

- "Right. For that, we need to replicate on a global scale what the Americans 
did at home with the New Deal and the Marshall Plan in post-war Europe. 
We are ready, we have billion yen to invest except these countries will have 
to comply with our demilitarization requirements. India has become the 
world's largest arms importer and will continue to buy heavily in the future. 
We will make India richer on condition that ’it demilitarizes itself and 
enforces the Charter of Human Rights by abolishing the caste system. This is 
what the people will have to decide in the next election. India is our target 
which will set an example for the other indebted countries, the example of 
the four Ds : democracy, human rights, demilitarization, development. " 

- "Are you sure that demilitarization will imply economic growth?". 

- "You forget history, you forget that in 1945, the allied forces forced us to 
never rearm. We and Germany have become, in forty years, two great 
economic powers; this example suits you". 

- "Perfectly said smiling Haumont, but tell me, when the discovery is 
announced, the Russians and the Americans will never let you maneuver. 
They will do everything to stop you?" 

- "This is exactly what we want them to do, to get bogged down with their 
old hegemonic reflex and since you will probably soon be questioned by the 
State Department, you will just have to to explain our strategy to them. But 
for now, let’s come back to Quebec. Next Thursday, you will ask to be 
received by the Prime Minister, the president of Hydro-Quebec and the 
entire Quebec financial establishment. You will then present this document 
to them, which you have taken care to study. " 

- "How do you convince them to attend a meeting in such a short time?" 

- "Just tell them that 5 billion in Hydro-Quebec bonds are going to be at 
stake, that should be enough to quickly open all the doors to you". 


Montreal Thursday, March 12, 91 
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The Caisse de depot et placement, the Societe generale de financement, the 
Mouvement Desjardins represent for many what the young Quebec financial 
elite has done best over the years. Few major economic decisions, 
acquisitions or mergers of companies are taken without the agreement of one 
of them. Any major businessman will sooner or later have to deal with these 
financial greats. Between them, they own tens of billions of assets invested 
in hundreds of Quebec, Canadian and foreign companies and often hold 
major stakes in these. They shape the composition of the boards of directors 
on which they have representatives, as they see fit, and have for a long time 
practiced a nationalist policy at all costs that has thrilled its Ontario 
competitors on Bay Street. 

With the complicity of the Quebec government, they manage impressive 
funds such as the Regie des rentes and the pension plan, putting an end to 
the control and monopoly of Anglophone financial unions on government 
loans. Of the 50 Canadian companies showing the strongest growth, 50% are 
from Quebec for a population representing less than 25% of Canada. The 
strategy of these three big financials is clear: to promote at all costs the 
constitution of large Quebec consortia to counter foreign takeovers, to unite 
to keep certain companies in Quebec considered essential while penetrating 
foreign markets. On the other hand, internationally, compared to a Japanese 
keiretsu, they are united together as a fly on the world stage of international 
finance, not for long. 

On this Thursday, all were present and now gathered around the Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Finance in the large boardroom at the Hydro- 
Quebec head office. Visibly nervous, Charles Haumont knows he has to 
strike hard and fast; without further preamble, Charles Haumont takes the 
floor. 

- "As you know now, I represent here an investment holding company which 
holds 5 billion bonds in your main state company. All of you, you are aware 
of it, also know that without our intervention, a very serious would have 
followed. I have gathered you here today, firstly, to reassure you about our 
intentions and then, to talk about the future, about the future with a capital 
“A.” In this document that I am handing you to the moment, you have a 
gigantic investment plan covering the next thirty years. You have four days 
to analyze it and give us your answer. " 



- "Four days is little said the Prime Minister, not used to quick decisions". 

- "On reading the document, you will quickly understand what it is all about. 
For the moment, let me explain to you what the document does not specify 
for obvious security reasons. In a month, our investment group will 
announce the discovery of a process which will revolutionize the world of 
energy said Haumont by removing a pebble from his pocket. This material 
will upset the production of energy. I give it to you, Mr. Prime Minister; the 
engineers of Hydro- Quebec will explain what it is all about better than I. 
What is important to know is that it is now possible to transform liquid 
hydrogen into an energy source; breathtaking economic benefits analyzed in 
the document One of the components of this new material is found at Lac 
Bienville, in Inuit territory, in the heart of the future Grande Baleine 
watershed. Only we can produce the material, only you can provide us with 
one of the essential components, that you must stop the Great Whale 
project. In return, we are forming an investment consortium involving the 
International Investment Fund, the Caisse de depot et placement, the Societe 
generale de financement, Hydro-Quebec and the Desjardins Group. Our 
group, by investing 250 billion in the realization of the hydrogen project, 
will have 55% of the shares and we will make Montreal, the world capital of 
energy ". 

- "Who will manage the project?" Asks the Prime Minister interested. 

- "A Triton Systeme, a company well established here in Montreal of which 
I am the new president. Thousands of jobs will be created, the east of 
Montreal will emerge from poverty. All the necessary sums, nearly 250 
billion, will be put in trust to the Mouvement Desjardins, which will 
become, by the same token, one of the most important financial institutions 
in North America. Toronto had better behave, things are going to bard; the 
large international consortia will flock to Montreal, the big Quebec 
companies, Bombardier, Unigesco, Noverco, Soconav, will find themselves 
in the heart of the international arena. Universities, polytechnics, higher 
business studies, heavily subsidized by private research contracts, will 
operate at full speed to providing the necessary skills. It's a unique 
adventure. " 


- “What will Hydro-Quebec's role be?” Asks its president 



- "We are counting on your Nordic expertise, which is unique in the world. 
You will have to build a mining village on the permafrost, a real Nordic 
technopole, a mineral port. Your lawyers will negotiate the litigation. You 
will have to sign agreements with the Inuit according to the 
recommendations contained in the document, negotiate financial 
compensation and above all, you will have to involve them in development 
as partners. We have a month before us before the announcement of the 
discovery. That's all, with that, gentlemen, good reading! " 

By leaving Haumont thus knew that he had just made an impression of the 
devil. It was quite an electric shock that he had just served them. Members 
present would later say that the Prime Minister, hearing the figure of 250 
billion, wet his pants ... probably with pleasure. 


xxxx 


New Delhi, India, April 28, 91 

India is the land of excess. Everything there takes on considerable 
proportions. The population of 950 million is growing at the rate of 1 million 
per month. One sixth of humanity lives in India. Dozens of languages and 
hundreds of dialects are commonly spoken there. Several religions coexist 
there, thousands of temples are erected. India is the only country in the 
world where we love all animals without exception. The construction of an 
all-marble temple has just been completed, dedicated to mosquitoes, lice and 
bedbugs. Its cost: $ 1 million and a half; sum fully subscribed by the 
population. In this completely bewildering atmosphere for a Westerner, 
Indian election campaigns are downright surreal, punctuated by thousands of 
colorful demonstrations, processions of banners and animals that roam the 
big cities of Bombay, Calcutta or New Delhi. 

Here, it is the employees of municipal offices and officials of the dominant 
castes who rise up against this intrusion into their privileges. There, 
thousands of people left behind who hope to get out. Spectacular meetings 
bring together hundreds of thousands of listeners, counter-demonstrators 
intervene, fights break out, shots are fired by the police to disperse the 
crowd. The dispersed demonstrators gather further away, everything starts 
again, there are wounded and dead. Women sing and dance incantatory rites 
on the carcasses of overturned trams. Hindus, dressed in the West, are taken 
to task. Transportation is disrupted, even the capital's water supply has been 



cut off by protesters. Over the past few days, several towns have been placed 
under curfew and army control. At the end of the electoral campaign, the 
death toll will number in the tens of thousands. 


And yet, despite this apparent anarchy, the political message of the different 
parties will have been heard, analyzed, dissected soberly in the temples and 
mosques of the country. These elections are not only crucial for India but 
also for the world. If we consider the demographic weight of India on our 
little blue planet, if we consider that one in six human beings is Indian and 
that these 950 million people will soon be more than a billion, we will 
understand that Indian election fever can give chills first to the rest of Asia 
and then to the rest of humanity. Each year India has 17 million new mouths 
to feed. As these newborns grow up, the country will need 177,000 new 
schools, 330,000 new teachers, two and a half million new homes. As it 
stands, India does not currently have what it takes to face this formidable 
challenge. If we consider that India is the tenth industrial producer in the 
world with the third largest pool of technical labor after the United States 
and the USSR and that despite this between a third and a half of Indians live 
under the national poverty line - already one of the lowest in the world - so 
one can easily imagine the catastrophes to come. 

On April 28, the Left National Front coalition party won a resounding 
victory with a strong majority and will henceforth lead the destinies of the 
largest democracy in the world. The “Dalit Panthers” will now have the right 
to respect and to a well-paid job; military budgets will be slashed. The 
construction of the dam on the Brahmaputra can finally begin. The second 
green revolution is underway. According to the forecasts of the Japanese 
futurist, the yield of cereals and rice will increase rapidly by 20% thanks to 
assured sources of irrigation. The electricity produced will boost industrial 
development, wages will increase, and Japan will be able to sell its products 
there. 


XXXX1 


European Economic Community. April 30, 91 

The Europe of the twelve, with 320 million inhabitants, is the world's largest 
market, followed by the Canada-USA axis with 265 million and Japan, 120 
million. The old countries have not only culture and scientific tradition on 
their side, but also economic dynamism. Their common goal: to transform 



12 countries of old histories, economic strength and unequal sizes into 
something that resembles the United States of America. The companies hope 
to share an internal market of 320 million consumers freed from all customs, 
administrative and regulatory barriers by creating giant groups capable of 
competing with the Americans but especially with the famous Japanese 
keiretsu. 

Unfortunately, the dream is far from reality. Europe is still in large part a 
Tower of Babel where each country takes refuge behind more or less visible 
borders. Admittedly, there are no longer customs, but each state, through its 
regulations or technical standards, slyly defends the national market for the 
benefit of its industrial groups and other strong active lobbies who try to 
impose standards that exclude foreign competition, but there is more. The 
regained power of reunified Germany makes many fear the birth of a new 
Germanic hegemonism. 

Third world economic power, the FRG continues to accumulate financial 
records. This economic dynamism is based on a powerful industrial and 
technological base forming the basis of the “konzem” system, these 
industrial consortia present throughout Europe and which are now attacking 
the USSR and the countries of the East. The German konzems, like the 
Japanese keiretsu for Asia, want to ensure the sustainability of German 
hegemony in the greater reunified Europe of the Urals in Portugal. By 
integrating East Germany, the German konzems find themselves in a 
privileged position within COMECOM, a sort of common market for 
socialist economies. The Moscow-Bonn axis is fearful. 

The most spectacular example of a German konzern is that of the Daimler 
Benz group, the leading German industrial group with a total of 400,000 
workers with a turnover of 80 billion marks articulated around the 
automobile and high civilian technologies, and military. The announcement, 
on April 30, of an alliance between the Konzern Daimler Benz and 
Mitsubishi, the richest keiretsu of the Empire of the Rising Sun, had the 
effect of a bomb of several megatons inside the inner circle of international 
finance. The financial strength of Mitsubishi, associated with that of the 
largest German industrial group, indeed makes you dizzy. For Tokyo, the 
merger with the West German group is of dual interest. Mitsubishi will be 
present on the old continent without direct involvement and will henceforth 
be able to speak on an equal footing with the Americans and the Soviets on 
the future of Europe. Without knowing it, the Germans will help indirectly 



finance all the projects of the International Investment Fund. The waltz of 
the deutch mark and the yen has only just begun. The dreaded Japanese- 
German economic association is now complete. 


XXXX1 


Nunavik, New Quebec, 

The construction of Saimo, an Inuit word for welcome, will be 
colossal. Inspired by medieval cities of the Middle Ages, it will have the 
appearance of a fortress which will offer physical protection by its 
compactness against the Nordic environment. In its center, a huge atrium 
will make the most of light and solar energy. A solarium will be integrated 
there. The south wing will be converted into hydroponic greenhouses 
allowing the supply and self-sufficiency of vegetables. In the east wing, the 
range of recreational activities and community health services will be 
concentrated, some 500 housing units will be built in the west. In the 
basement, a tunnel will allow the movement of workers to the sites and will 
house all the infrastructures such as sewers, telephone services, heating and 
ventilation room and the electrical network which will be connected to the 
one leaving LG2. In the north wing, there is a mini food shopping center and 
various shops, a brasserie, a cinema and a nightclub. Every Sunday, the 
atrium will serve as a chapel for religious services. 

The logistics required for the construction of this Nordic technology park are 
gigantic. Transport by Flercules plane of a concrete plant in parts, steel 
beams, excavators and lumber during the winter months using the frozen 
surface of Lac Bienville as a landing strip. Construction of the section 
between LG2 and Lake Bienville linking the technopole to Matagami for the 
transport of heavy equipment used in the mine. A railroad, along the Grande 
Baleine river, will link the mine to the port village of Poste a la Baleine, 
where the super mineral icebreakers from Vladivostok will arrive. 

While all the engineering departments of Hydro-Quebec and Triton System 
are in turmoil, government lawyers are finalizing the memorandum of 
understanding according to Fujihama's recommendations. First, the Inuit will 
be integrated into the development of the site through a network of 
companies that is unique in the world: in order to be able to bid on the 
contracts offered, a “white” company from the South must have previously 
partnered with an “indigenous” company from same nature for the 



performance of the contract; by doing so, new Aboriginal companies will 
more quickly acquire the expertise necessary for their growth. The Inuit will 
also be entitled to part of the income from the mine as financial 
compensation for the use of the territory. The sums thus collected will be 
placed in trust with the Desjardins Group, which will be responsible for 
preparing an investment and growth plan for the Kativik company, which 
has the legal mandate to represent the people of Nunavik. Desjardins Group 
will also have to train the Inuit personnel necessary to take over competent 
managers. 

Accepted by the Inuit Circumpolar Conference and Kativik Society, this 
memorandum of understanding will serve as an example and jurisprudence 
for all future negotiations between the governments of circumpolar countries 
and the Inuit people and the United Nations will adopt it as an international 
contractual model for any dispute involving Aboriginals. 

XXXX11 


Montreal 

In Quebec, when we talk about a large construction site employing hundreds 
of workers, the Federation of Workers of Quebec becomes an essential 
interlocutor. Nearly 80% of construction workers are grouped together and 
represented by this blue collar union. Originally inspired by the American 
experience of the large union AFL-CIO, the FTQ takes advantage of the 
formula of union organization by trades in force at the start of the 
industrialization of Quebec. Later, it will transform its structures a little to 
adapt them to the new industrial reality of Quebec and to contemporary 
labor legislation by creating a formula of union organizations by 
industry. From the 1960s, this workers' center gave a political extension to 
its trade union action by defining strategies and means of pressure aimed at 
ensuring it a power which balanced that of a very powerful employers. 

In the past, large construction sites have often been used as bait in 
management-union negotiations, thus disrupting sites, causing serious delays 
in the work schedule and additional costs that can reach several million 
dollars. 


Very well informed by the Japanese Embassy in Canada and far-sighted, the 
Japanese futurist annexed to the document submitted to the government, a 



very original site contract. Labor relations will be governed by a single 
contract which binds all the parties. This site agreement valid for the 
duration of the construction of the project infrastructure, excludes any 
possibility of strike or lock-out and provides for wage indexation 
mechanisms. What makes it so original is that salaries will be calculated 
based on the ten best salary averages for Canadian cities and the 
readjustment will be done every three months. In return, the government will 
adopt modifications to existing laws in order to establish a single work 
regime for work on the site for the next ten years. Also, the Quebec 
Federation of Workers is committed to reserving 20% of the jobs on the site 
for northern indigenous populations. Hit hard by the recession and the 
dramatic drop in construction sites in the country, the FTQ signs union peace 
for ten years on the largest construction site in Quebec, a first. 

XXXX111 


Quebec City, Quebec, May 8, 91 

The big day has finally arrived. Everything is ready for this Tokyo-Quebec 
international press conference via satellite. The first images show us 
Fujihama explaining, to the international journalistic community gathered in 
the Sanyo amphitheater, the fabulous discovery of this new mineral which 
opens wide the doors to superconductivity at room temperature and to the 
creation of the conversion cell of 1 liquid hydrogen. Suddenly a 
phosphorescent world map appears in the twilight. The futurist explains the 
various stages planned for the creation of the production-distribution- 
consumption network of liquid hydrogen, this fuel of the 21st century. 

- "From the Stanovoi Mountains in Yakutia," he said, pointing at the map, 
"the ytterbium will be transported by the BAM railway to Vladivostok. From 
there, super icebreakers will transport the ore to the port of Whale Post in 
Hudson Bay via the Northwest Passage where the conversion cell plant will 
be built. A pipeline network will supply liquid hydrogen throughout the 
Soviet Union from the Soviet Union. 'Europe and Asia’ Although important, 
the Tokyo conference is sober and solemn compared to the media spectacle 
prepared by Prime Minister Bourassa. 

As soon as Fujihama's mouth sounded: “A vous Quebec”, the Coliseum of 
Quebec lit up, revealing the activists of the Bourassa political party, more 
than 7,000 gathered there. On the stage a huge fleur de lysee and a lectern 



flanked by two giant screens linked by closed circuit television with 
Tokyo. On the first screen, rural images of the Canadian Arctic, on the 
second, modern images of industrial Quebec. Suddenly, in a magnificent 
cross-fade, the northern landscapes of Lake Bienville appear across the 
width of the screens. A narration pours out a flood of impressive figures 
with each presentation of the different models. Screen 1: Nordic technology 
park, grandiose port and mining facilities on the shores of Hudson 
Bay. Screen 2, Montreal, liquid hydrogen plant, six in all spread over the 
banks of the St. Lawrence, 1 billion 500 million investment says the 
narrator; 125,000 jobs, complete renovation of eastern Montreal and port 
facilities: 2 billion; appearance of futuristic models: Montreal, world energy 
capital; the most extraordinary epithets fuse from all sides; delirium seizes 
the crowd, journalists can only think too much of this euphoric press 
conference. To conclude the show, the Prime Minister suddenly appears 
accompanied by the Inuit and union leaders. Against the backdrop of the 
stage, the historic agreement signed by them illuminates the amphitheater. It 
is the delirium among the partisans. The vision is hallucinating, beams of 
light sweep through the supporters and the stage; the shot is perfect. In less 
than an hour, all the media on the planet will pick up on these striking 
images of this considerable development and this extraordinary 
discovery. The Grande Baleine hydroelectric project is indeed dead and 
buried. Long live the Saimo project! Long live liquid hydrogen! 


Chapter 3 

xxxxv 

Canadian political history is an uninterrupted series of cultural divorces 
between the three founding peoples: the Aboriginals, the French and the 
English, all forming the Canadian "love triangle". The bone of contention 
being individual rights versus collective rights; hypocrisy erected into a 
system. At the beginning of the colony, both the French and English regimes 
united to impose the collective rights of whites on the territory to the 
detriment of the most elementary individual Amerindian rights; no voting 
rights, aboriginal insolvency with financial institutions. Two centuries later, 
when the Francophones decided to assert the political and cultural autonomy 
of Quebec by democratically legislating on French language rights, an 
outcry of protests arose from English Canada in the name of the sacrosanct 
principle of the individual rights of Anglophones violated by the expression 



of the collective rights of the Quebec nation. The Canadian political game 
consists in proclaiming to be both the defender of individual or collective 
rights depending on the circumstances and the interests of the parties 
concerned. 

Thus has been, is and will be the Machiavellian subtlety of the Canadian 
political game based on the notion of multiculturalism. The idea of 
multiculturalism was born among Canadian minorities in reaction to the 
claims of the country's Francophones. Its objective is to advance the status 
of certain minorities by playing on prejudices and racism against others, 
preferably francophone, the group hated for being founder and minority. The 
whole political game of Anglophone Canadians is based on a spectacular 
role reversal fueled by the media that occurs, when to overcome the group 
that we do not tolerate, it is then presented as the oppressor. Formerly, the 
white defended itself against the "damned savages", today, the Anglophones 
fight the "racist frog", tomorrow it will be the turn of the "yellow" of British 
Columbia after the exodus of thousands of Chinese from Hong Kong in 
Canada, mainly in Vankong, Vancouver's revealing new nickname. 

The political situation in Quebec is unique: this province of Canada has been 
excluded from the Canadian constitution for more than ten years. In fact, the 
federal government repatriated from London, in 1982, the Canadian 
constitution without the agreement of Quebec. The latter found himself, ipso 
facto, excluded from the constitution. It is this injustice that Brian Mulroney, 
an English-speaking Quebecer of humble origin who became Prime Minister 
of Canada, wanted to redress a few years later when his party came to 
power. The Meech Lake Accord, which he is trying to get Canada to accept, 
stipulates, among other things, that Quebec is a distinct society. This 
symbolic sentence is the minimum acceptable for Quebec, guaranteeing the 
protection of the French fact in Canada. Meech becomes a rallying point in 
Quebec. Despite the goodwill of some of the leaders of English Canada, 
Brian Mulroney could not win the unanimity of the provinces, an essential 
condition for the ratification of the agreement. The fierce opposition of the 
Premier of the Province of Newfoundland, Clyde Wells combined with that 
of a Native American MP from Manitoba ruined the agreement. English 
Canada has just excluded Quebec from the Canadian constitution for the 
second time. 

Canadians bear the brunt of the catastrophic fall in their international 
credibility. And this downward movement is not new. In 1965, US President 



Lyndon Johnson never missed an opportunity to recall that if this Lester 
Pearson was such a fine diplomatic fox with a ready-made solution in his 
pocket to get out of the Vietnamese cul-de-sac why didn't he use same 
talents to settle the case of Quebec separatists. Pierre Trudeau, too, was 
entitled to the same treatment. "An operetta socialist" amused himself by 
repeating the American columnists who "not only could not save his 
marriage, but who left his country in a worse state than it had taken it". For 
nearly thirty years that all that counts Canada of diplomats, itinerant 
ambassadors and ministers spend their time repeating that (t) the Canadian 
crisis is definitively settled, that (2) this time the crisis is serious, that (3) 
Canada is more united than ever, that (4) in the end the Canadians will react 
rationally. And so on. With each new explanation, they lose a little more of 
the little credibility that they have left and they must then begin to explain 
why their last explanation is no longer quite valid. Apart from participating 
in the UN peacekeepers, Canada has almost nothing more to offer on the 
international scene, especially not the example of a society capable of 
reforming itself. It even seems that Canadian politicians are waiting to be 
confronted with a "Yugoslavia in Canada" before reacting to the 
emergency. In short, all Canadians have left is the illusion of a country with 
an international dimension, that is to say "an international back bencher". 

The announcement of the Saimo project, the billions in investments, the 
place of Montreal on the world stage made the financiers of Bay Street 
tremble, the financial center of the Anglo-Saxon establishment. From this 
intolerable perspective, Toronto will no longer be Toronto. The entire 
financial center risks sliding east, towards French-speaking 
Montreal. Toronto will lose its title of "world class" city of Canadian 
metropolis. The immigration of new Canadians attracted by prosperity will 
dangerously swell the ranks of French-speaking citizens of the distinct 
society. Bay Street now realizes that there is a Quebec model of economic 
development like there is a Japanese and a German, that is, a model that 
reflects the culmination of 40 years of economic nationalism. Four decades, 
three political parties, the same economic leadership, this is the consensus of 
continuity that annoys the English Canadian establishment so much. 

While worried Anglophones wonder if Canada will not become the 51st 
American state, Quebeckers, like the great adventurers of the beginning of 
the colony, set out to conquer the neighboring American states with "La 
Belle Province". While Canadians worry about the free trade agreement with 
the United States, Quebec financiers and industrialists are crossing the 



border and using these regions as a launching pad for the great Yankee 
market. Already, these regions look more like a colony of Quebec than the 
other way around. The Montreal - Burlington corridor is emerging as a 
major area of economic growth. Here it is, the Quebec response to 
xenophobia in English Canada. While everywhere in Canada, official 
bilingualism and French are rejected, the Americans are adopting 
French. French is spoken more in Plattsburg and Burlington than in 
Toronto. American traders, sellers and industrialists are adopting French, 
business as usual. American and Quebec businessmen have understood for a 
long time that in any case, with the globalization of markets, it is not one but 
three or four languages that they will have to speak incessantly. 

At the turn of the century, the exodus of millions of Quebecers to the 
spinning mills of the New England and New Hampshire states bled rural 
Quebec. During this time, English Canada allowed millions of immigrants to 
settle in the west with the unacknowledged aim of supplanting the French 
presence in these regions. Manchester and Fowell, which were once great 
world industrial centers, were also great centers of French intellectual life 
with their newspapers, their associations, their churches, their 
schools. Woonsocket, near Boston, already had more Quebeckers than 
Quebec City. Using their economic dynamism, Quebecers, like the Germans 
and the Japanese are rewriting history, reclaiming entire sections of a destiny 
that one day escaped them and will never let go. Toronto has just learned 
this the hard way. From Fort Chimo to Burlington, the center is Montreal. 


XXXXV1 

Washington, May 9, 91 

In the US State Department, it is dismay. Kra Canal, dam on the 
Brahmaputra, Nordic technopolis, hydrogen plant, an International 
Development Fund endowed with gigantic budgets, the oil companies who 
panic, a furious president who no longer understands anything, that is too 
much. A real commotion has taken place, an army of officials, economic 
advisers, lawyers is mobilized. Everyone has the vague impression that the 
carpet is slipping under their feet, everyone wants to understand. It will be 
the role of Steve Drayton, leader of American foresight, the Yankee 
counterpart to master Fujihama. The large State Department conference 
room is packed to hear the futurist. 



Advancing on the stage without saying a word, he activates the mechanism 
for starting the video system. In 30 seconds, this short video with an 
eloquent message freezes the room. Each evening, the NHK television 
channel ends its programming: a vision of the Japanese flag followed by a 
scholarly crossfade on the terrestrial globe which gradually takes its place in 
the center of the flag superimposing the red sun. Every night millions of 
Japanese look at this picture and then go to bed. 

- "Shall we show you more? Asks Drayton in a powerful voice to shake the 
torpor that pervades the room. So know," he said dryly that the Second 
Pacific War began 45 years ago. Like Pearl Harbor, "We didn't see it 
coming. Forget your warships, your F-15s, your" Patriotes "missiles and all 
your military hardware. What America needs is an army of economists and 
businessmen on the front lines. Did you know that in less than 25 years, we 
have sold almost all of our technological knowledge for a total amount of 9 
billion and this, through 32,000 technology transfer contracts. This is not 
even a fifth of the trade surplus the Japanese are going to pay on our backs 
for this year alone. The Japanese no longer copy, they discover. In 45 years, 
a country ruined by war, devoid of natural resources has managed to rise to 
the top of the world hierarchy followed by Germany. Do you know, Drayton 
loses his breath again, that for the first time in our history, the United States 
depends on another country to manage its internal administration. Without 
the injection of Japanese capital through the purchase of US Treasuries, we 
would not be able to pay the salaries of our employees. It’s called being 
economically colonized, excuse my brutality, but it’s the truth. Look at our 
own companies that left America to settle in Asia and seek lower wages for 
employees, higher productivity and non-existent unions. We too often forget 
that a large part of this deficit is imposed on us by Americans. It is high time 
to denounce the astronomical salaries paid to our industrial leaders who have 
displayed too marked a preference for the distribution of generous dividends, 
share buybacks and mergers at the expense of new investments. All the 
reasons are good for such behavior, but one thing is certain, to continue 
Drayton, short-term management is seldom profitable. Which brings us to 
the following paradox: in California, the promised land of American 
industrial research, we only talk about Japan, on the other hand, in Japan, we 
don't talk about California at all. The American industrial infrastructure is 
suffering from senility and nothing is being done to remedy the situation 
besides the debt. Businesses owe over $ 3.5 trillion, individuals almost as 
much. The total slate is therefore close to 10,000 billion, the equivalent of 
two years of production. To which must be added 2,300 billion owed by 



financial institutions. We have to admit that our economy is in decline and 
that we must now adapt to an economy which is becoming increasingly 
international. So much for the general situation ". 

XXXXV11 

Houston, May 9, 91 

Nothing has changed since the time when from the top of the ramparts of 
Byzantium, the Byzantine warriors repulsed the assailant by spraying it with 
flaming oil. If black gold generates so much envy, it is because it is above all 
a fantastic factor of progress for the industrialized countries and a source of 
wealth for the exporting countries. Oil has become, in a century, one of the 
first industries in the Universe. Across the globe, we drill, we pump, we 
treat, we transport and we kill for it. The biggest ships in the world are oil 
tankers, the worst ecological disasters are also linked to oil. Seven of the 
richest companies in the world are oil companies; they are called the seven 
sisters: Exxon, Shell, Texaco, BP, Mobil, Gulf, Socal-Chevron. 

Over the decades, these oil companies have taken on the appearance of 
veritable private parallel governments in favor of which the Western nations 
have deliberately abdicated part of their diplomatic prerogatives. Their 
commercial ambitions are fraught with diplomatic consequences such as the 
revolutions in Iran, the conflict in Iraq or the civil wars in Nigeria. Wherever 
there is oil looms the oil diplomacy of the Seven Sisters More than any 
other, these companies have helped transform the world in which we 
live. Installed in the center of their glass citadel, the oil chiefs seem, not 
without reason, to have full confidence in themselves. They occupy 
positions of directors within companies which have survived for a century 
all governments of left and right. Playing daily with billions, these men 
place and prospect like madmen; only the rise in ever greater profits drives 
them. 

Experts in the game of supranational arrangements, these companies 
exceeded the capacities of the states in which they operated in this 
area. They had also extended their activities to other industrial sectors 
including petrochemicals, coal mines, atomic power stations, not only to 
produce energy but also to manufacture plastics, fertilizers, pharmaceuticals, 
weapons. . Oil had made them the masters of half of world trade and, most 
notable, had ensured them control of concessions from which host countries 
subcontracted much of their sovereignty. 



For the West, the only true geography has nothing to do with the names and 
border lines of nations; Saudi Arabia is the domain of Aramco; Kuwait 
stands for Gulf and BP. The seven sisters own and administer entire towns in 
the middle of the desert; they have the power to decide the economic growth 
of such and such other countries. Hence one of the origins of the Iraq- 
Kuwait conflict. In Saddam Hussein's mind, Kuwait's and Saudi Arabia's 
alliance with the Seven Sisters to artificially keep the cost of a barrel of oil 
low greatly affected the income of indebted Iraq after seven years of war 
with Israel. 'Iran. The invasion of Kuwait was intended to break this alliance 
and restore rising oil prices. We know the rest. The West is only applying oil 
diplomacy as previously conceived by the Seven Sisters 

It goes without saying that the oil companies have invested massively in the 
world's largest arms industry! We fight for oil, we instigate coups d'etat to 
appropriate black gold, as well as profit from it. The seven sisters are present 
on almost every board of directors of major military industries and vice 
versa. The private cartel of arms dealers is also a very tight 
brotherhood. Only a few companies carry out 90% of the commercial 
operations which are not carried out by the States themselves; making it the 
most successful industry on the planet, followed by drugs and oil in third 
place. The administrators of this select club come from various origins: 
former legionaries like George Carmichael but also academics and 
polytechnics like the Canadian George Bull mysteriously murdered. All of 
them attend political and diplomatic salons where they are commonly 
invited. The success helping, they have luxurious installations and 
apartments in the beautiful districts of all the capitals of the countries-clients 
where they give sumptuous receptions and, in the West, discreet offices in 
opulent buildings. All travel to all corners of the world, their favorite 
stopovers: Liechtenstein, The Bahamas, Macao. These countries have very 
flexible legislation on arms sales, so transactions can take place in a peaceful 
environment. In this nebulous world of large supranational corporations, war 
or not, everything is steeped in oil. Rather, everything was bathed in oil until 
this day. 

The announcement of the Saimo project by the Japanese-Quebec consortium 
immediately caused stock market chaos on oil stocks as soon as the markets 
opened. Huge sums of money are transferred to hydrogen to the detriment of 
the oil companies. Not that oil is in danger, it still has several good years 
ahead. Rather, what worries the Seven Sisters is that, for the first time in a 



century, their total monopoly on global energy control is under attack; the 
energy of the 21st century is in danger of eluding them. 
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Geneva, May 10, 91 

Forty years rather than expected, the oil-producing countries grouped 
together in OPEC are facing a world where oil has lost its value. In one 
morning, the cost of a barrel fell by 50%. For the first time, OPEC countries 
realize with dismay that they have never thought of diversifying their 
economies and industries. Yesterday, all this could wait; oil will still abound 
for several decades. Today, with the sudden arrival of hydrogen, OPEC is 
clearly not ready to face the music. In the past, the sudden wealth of Arab 
countries had caused an orgy of inappropriate spending. No overall plan, no 
concept of economic development, no industrialization strategy were 
adequately coordinated; it all revolved around oil and war. For ten years 
now, the Arab world has suffered a financial crisis, the severity of which has 
attacked the very foundations of states. The Arab countries of the Maghreb 
and the Middle East are suffocated by the weight of the debts to be 
repaid. Security and defense spending absorbed more than a third of their oil 
revenue. Persian Gulf War, Arab-Israeli conflict, conflicts in Chad and 
Western Sahara almost ruined them; so that they can no longer even afford 
to be in conflict again or else they will return to the conditions of famine and 
industrial decay characteristic of third world countries. In fact, since 1982, 
OPEC countries have borrowed more from foreign banks than they are 
depositing. The surge in oil prices in 1982 triggered a real technological 
revolution in the West. The oil-rich OPEC and the Soviet Union did not 
participate in this movement characterized by advanced technologies in 
energy saving. 

In Japan, the nuclear industry takes over from oil-fired power plants. In 
America, using local natural gas saves 800,000 barrels of oil per day. In 
France, 70% of electricity is produced by nuclear power. With the 
appearance of liquid hydrogen on the market, OPEC is rapidly losing control 
of its only asset: the world price of energy. With hydrogen, the world is 
moving towards post-oil, post-OPEC, where oil will increasingly become 
additional and substitute energy. Overnight, the Middle East ceases to be a 
focal point of the foreign policy of the major industrial countries. OPEC can 
no longer get out of the game with oil. 



Panicked, the Arab countries gathered urgently in Geneva, faced with the 
prospect of seeing their economy collapse, unanimously decide to radically 
cut their military spending and reinvest billions in high-tech industries. This 
decision is a fatal blow to the heart of the Western and Soviet military- 
industrial complex. The results are not expected. The military-industrial 
complex is in the midst of a crisis. As soon as these drastic cuts were 
announced, the five big Americans in the arms industry: McDonnel Douglas, 
General Dynamics, General electric, Tenneco and Raytheon, were 
considering significant reductions in their order book. In Europe, layoffs 
have been announced: 2,000 departures from Dassault, 3,000 from 
Thompson CSF, CMM and SNIA, 25% downsizing. The golden age has 
passed. 
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Moscow May 10, 91 

Men and women of all generations, intellectuals, executives, artists, 
engineers and Yakut workers exuberantly celebrate this unprecedented 
economic boom for the republic. The Yakuts have long known how to 
distinguish the true from the false; recognize the hope of illusion. Such an 
economic development announced by Moscow would have provoked 
disbelief, skepticism and cynicism. But when we talk about investments in 
yen rather than rubles and everything becomes possible, everything can 
change, hope blooms like a Nordic plant in the permafrost. 

Meanwhile, the thirteen men, gathered urgently in the Kremlin around the 
Politburo T-table, are concerned and suspicious. The announcement of this 
exceptional discovery and the contract for the cessation of mining rights to 
the Stanovoi Mountains by the Autonomous Republic of Yakutia upset more 
than one. Only Gorbachev seems serene. Yet he knows, more than anyone 
else, that a dangerous factional struggle within the Politburo is playing 
out; several are far from rallying to the perestroika and glasnot proposed by 
the president and secretary general. Gorbachev must come to terms with the 
conservative wing, a poisonous heritage of the Brezhnev and Andropovian 
era whose credo boils down to discipline and centralized economy. As 
expected, it is Ligor Ligachev, the regime's essential number two, the 
watchdog of communist orthodoxy, who opens hostilities. 



- "Comrades," said Ligachev firmly, "you all now know that the Republic of 
Yakutia has outrageously exceeded its powers by signing, with a foreign 
power, a mining contract without the agreement of Moscow. This is 
unacceptable. All too, now know that the Stanovoi Mountains have become 
a centerpiece in the manufacture of hydrogen which will become the primary 
source of energy within twenty years. However, the Stanovoi Mountains are 
not Yakuts but Soviet, let alone Japanese ". 

For more than an hour, Ligachev continued his presentation followed by a 
bitter and lively discussion. For the conservative faction, it is obvious that 
the contract signed with the Japanese opens wide the borders of the 
autonomist republics to foreign commercial invasion. For her, party 
decisions become obligations for all republics. But there is more than that at 
stake on the international stage; Gorbachev knows this very well and fears it 
to the utmost. 

- "I will not teach you anything by declaring to prosecute Ligachev that the 
Chinese government is only waiting for a sign of weakness from us to 
appropriate the Siberian territories dearly acquired by our ancestors by the 
treaties of Aigounen and Beijing. Ligachev , obviously well prepared and 
informed, marks in quick succession. Gorbachev helplessly witnesses the 
victory of the Orthodox. " 

Historically, Ligachev is right. The treaties, signed in the past between the 
Chinese emperor and the Russian tsar at Aigounen in 1858 and at Peking in 
1860, are, in effect, by nature unequal treaties. The Tsar took advantage of 
the period when China was defenseless and handed over to the imperialist 
powers of Europe to sign iniquitous treaties and thus reclaim the territories 
of eastern Siberia historically belonging to China. 

The competition between the Russian tsars and the Chinese tsing for control 
of Siberian territories spanned several centuries. From the earliest days of 
Russian colonization at the beginning of the 17th century, the Cossacks 
pushed their reconnaissance raids from Lake Baikal very far east and south 
to the Great Wall of China, the border of the "Celestial Empire. ". When the 
Manchus settled in Beijing, hostilities resumed. The Tsar's troops, too far 
from their base, suffered defeat after defeat and were driven back. In 1689, 
the Russian Golovin, besieged in a fortress of old wooden walls, signed the 
Treaty of Nertchinsk which ceded to the Manchus all of the Russian 
possessions on the upper and middle reaches of the Amur River, the main 



theater of military operations. Two centuries followed which established the 
Chinese hold on eastern Siberia. Around 1850, the wheel of history turned 
again. China, exhausted by the opium war with England but even more by 
the Pai-ping revolt, was invaded and its capital occupied in 1860 by a 
Franco-English detachment. Russia then took advantage of the extreme 
embarrassment of the Chinese imperial court to cut out a large chunk of 
Siberian territory. Weakened and powerless, China resigned itself to signing 
these famous unequal treaties which took away more than a million square 
kilometers. The Russians rushed to develop and enhance these territories for 
fear of international reprisals; a bit like Israel, which today also illegally 
occupies territories to the detriment of recognized international law. 

In September 1920, a diplomatic coup de theater, Lenin, leader of the 
October revolution, declared that the unequal treaties with China must be 
abolished and renegotiated. Declaration that Stalin always refused to admit 
thereafter. The territorial conflict reached its climax in 1969. Under the 
pressure of the Maoist Cultural Revolution, military incidents broke out on 
the Sino-Soviet border. It was a bloody massacre of hundreds of dead among 
Chinese forces. Since then, the Soviets have taken Chinese threats very 
seriously. In the minds of the Chinese leaders, the only valid treaty is that of 
Nerchinsk in 1689. In 1964, nearly four centuries later, Chairman Mao Tse- 
tung told a visiting Japanese delegation that the Siberian lands were 
rightfully Chinese and that one day they would present the note. In the mind 
of Ligachev, in its opposition to Gorbachev, China should not think that it 
can use the economic and ideological weakness of the USSR of the 90s to 
reverse the coup de force of 1860 as reparations to unequal treaties, 
especially since in China, it is hard to forgive Gorbachev, this renegade of 
communism, for his new foreign policy which is at the origin of the 
massacre in Tiananmen Square. 

On this Wednesday evening, Gorbachev and his allies are outvoted in the 
Politburo by the conservative and militarist wing. The vote confirms 
Ligachev's thesis and resolution: Yakutia will be invaded, the contract with 
Japan will be terminated and Soviet troops reinforced on the Sino-Soviet 
border. For the first time since his accession to the highest body of Soviet 
public life, Michael Gorbachev must resign himself to voting in favor of the 
Ligachev motion on pain of resignation. From now on, both in terms of 
domestic and foreign policy, the game will be tight, with no room for 
maneuver. 
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Ottawa ,.10 May 91 

At the seat of the Canadian Parliament, the storm is brewing. The Premier of 
Newfoundland, Clyde Wells, in telephone conversation with his Canadian 
counterpart, is furious and for good reason. The arrival of hydrogen on the 
world market signals the end of the Hibernia oil project off the coast of 
Newfoundland. The Hibernia oil depot contains nearly 900 million barrels of 
recoverable oil. The development of these underwater reserves is a real 
lifeline for this impoverished province which is facing a major crisis in the 
commercial fishing sector and whose unemployment rate is nearly 
16%. Construction of the huge oil rigs is expected to create nearly 10,000 
jobs in Newfoundland over the next five years. Clyde Wells has just learned 
the hard way that Quebec's motto is "Je me souviens". Clyde Wells' 
opposition to the reintegration of Quebec excluded from the Canadian 
constitution since 1982 and the exclusion of Quebec shipyards in the 
construction of drilling platforms for the Hibernia project, have left a bitter 
taste in the mouths of many. Quebecer. Struggling like a devil in holy water, 
Clyde Wells finally finds sympathetic ears in Bay Street, a landmark of 
Anglo-Canadian finance, where bankers and financiers are greatly 
indisposed by the sudden prosperity of Montreal to the detriment of 
Toronto. This hydrogen project only confirms the Anglo-Saxon thesis that 
an economically strong Quebec increases the chances of success for Quebec 
sovereignty. 

In Ottawa, seat of the Canadian parliament, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney 
is under heavy pressure from rampant Toronto lobbyists. Unaccustomed to 
making big diplomatic gestures, Brian Mulroney knows however that he 
cannot, contrary to his habit, stand idly by and wait for the turn of events. He 
must make the Japanese understand that the Saimo project is far from being 
a reality. His advisers rightly point out to him that the weak point of the 
Japanese-Quebec project is maritime transport. One mine in Yakutia, the 
other in Quebec, linked together by the Northwest Passage. The Northwest 
Passage, which runs from Baffin Island to the Beaufort Sea, has a number of 
shipping routes that modern technology now makes year round. This is 
where he will have to hit and hit hard. 

The concept of freedom of the oceans is generally accepted by the concert of 
nations and can be summed up as "res nullius" (without property rights), "res 



communis" (open to all), expressions resulting from Roman law. The 
appearance of new technologies allowing the "off shore" exploitation of 
underwater natural resources, the protection of traditional fishing zones, the 
geopolitical importance of the oceans in the world military strategy forced 
the nations to introduce new rules allowing the extension of the jurisdiction 
of coastal countries up to 12 miles from the coast and 200 miles for the 
fishing zone. The specific environment of the Arctic Ocean covered with 
90% ice is the scene of diplomatic differences as to its classification. 

Two major theories clash: the first is that the ice is permanently treated as 
land, the other as an ocean. Canada cut the controversy short by declaring 
that all of the northern territory, including the islands of the Arctic 
Archipelago, has been under Canadian jurisdiction since Captain Bernier 
took possession. All waters up to 12 nautical miles surrounding the Arctic 
Archipelago including the Northwest Passage are subject to Canadian 
sovereignty. On the other hand, Japan, the United States, the USSR have 
always opposed this sovereignty claimed by Canada. For them, the 
Northwest Passage fulfills all the conditions of the definition of international 
strait according to the Corfu Convention of 1949 which states that an 
international strait must connect two parts of the high seas or part of the high 
seas to a part of territorial sea of a State and adds that the use of the passage 
is law. However, the Northwest Passage was very rarely taken because of 
the resistance of the ice; which reinforces the Canadian argument since this 
passage is therefore impracticable for most of the year. 

The answer was not long in coming. For the first time, a surface ship sailed 
the Arctic in winter and added to the insult by going to the North Pole. The 
USSR Arktika, the most powerful icebreaker in the world, had just 
demonstrated that year-round navigation is now possible. The successive 
crossings of the passage by the American boat Manhattan in 69 and the Polar 
Sea a few years later confirmed this fact and greatly upset the 
Canadians. The Americans took advantage of the incident created by 
Manhattan to challenge Canadian sovereignty over the passage. Canada 
responded by rushing through the Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Act, 
which gives Canada oversight over any vessel passing through in order to 
protect the delicate ecosystem of the Canadian Arctic. Canada could thus 
control the passage as it wished. 

If the Japanese project sees the light of day, super ore carriers will use the 
passage every year. Mulroney's advisers know full well that if Canada does 



not exercise its sovereignty over the passage, the United States will interpret 
this denial as a relinquishment of said sovereignty in favor of an 
international right of passage. Yielding to pressure from Newfoundland and 
Bay Street, the Prime Minister signaled to the Japanese government that 
Canada will not allow winter navigation in the passage due to the high risk 
of accidents associated with this type of navigation. By the same token, he 
signified to Quebecers that the promising development of Montreal is 
seriously compromised. 
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Quebec, May 11, 91 

Prime Minister Bourassa is appalled. Following the failure of Meech Lake, 
whose wounds are far from being healed, the Prime Minister seems 
overwhelmed by this slap in the face of Ottawa. It is the leader of the official 
opposition, a great nationalist, who comes to the rescue of his Prime 
Minister by proposing the sacred union and by inviting all the forces of 
Quebec to fight this economic coup against Quebec. This image of the two 
Quebec political leaders speaking with one voice makes Quebecers 
happy. English Canada by sending them back, in a way to themselves, thus 
forces the people of Quebec to invent change. Two hypotheses are already 
excluded: the status quo, that is to say the current federalism and annexation 
to the United States. Two options seem to have crept at the head of the 
peloton: a renewed and decentralized federalism granting a certain cultural 
sovereignty to Quebec and accompanied by an economic union or 
independence. 

It is certain in the minds of the great generals of the economy of Quebec that 
nothing will be able to prevent the development of Montreal as the world 
energy capital for the next century. On the strength of this support, the Prime 
Minister replied "through the mouth of his guns". Quebec, being excluded 
from the Canadian constitution and therefore no longer legally part of 
Canada and this for more than ten years, has no other choice but to go and 
confirm this de facto situation with the population by proposing the holding 
of a referendum on the independence of Quebec. 
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Autonomous Republic of Yakutia, May 11, 91 



The increased militarization of southern eastern Siberia is being presented 
by the Kremlin authorities to the Yakut leadership as a preventive measure 
against a possible Chinese coup against the Soviet republic and the Stanovoi 
Mountains. The alibi is perfect. The fear of the “yellow peril” is intense in 
Siberia. Everyone remembers this act of bloodthirsty madness when in 1969, 
Mao Tse-tung launched his hordes over the Amur and caused a gigantic 
carnage by invading the Soviet island of Damansky on the Osuri river, a 
tributary of Amur. Chinese troops were pushed back and contained. Since 
this bloody episode, border negotiations have stalled. 

In the eyes of the citizens of the Siberian republics, it was thanks to the 
fraternal help of the Soviets in the 1950s by providing machines, tools, 
finished products, technical advisers and engineers that China, then a people 
of ignorant and illiterate , was able to succeed in his communist 
revolution. The sacrifices of the Soviet people for the benefit of China make 
border problems ridiculous. Yet forty years ago, relations were intense. The 
traffic on the railway line connecting Siberia to Beijing was incessant. It was 
also the fastest route for Vladivostok. Today that direct link has been cut off 
and trade has fallen to a fraction of its previous level. Good neighbors, the 
Chinese have become the enemy. Result: it is estimated at about 800,000 
men, fifty divisions equipped with 2,500 planes and 8,500 armored vehicles, 
the troops who stand guard on the Argoun, Amur and Ussuri and in the west 
to the borders, of Kazakhstan and Sin-Kiang, that is to say seven thousand 
five hundred kilometers of common borders. 
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Beijing May 11, 91 

Of course for the Chinese, the picture reads reversed. Their great 
disillusionment dates back to the days of Soviet aid. Insolent and 
contemptuous, the so-called engineers, whose exorbitant salaries China had 
to pay cash, behaved in China as in an occupied country. Soviet aid was 
essentially aimed at economic control over China with a view to eventually 
satellite it. When Beijing permanently severed ties to thwart the ploy, there 
was one of the largest industrial sabotage operations ever attempted in the 
world. Bridges were abandoned half-built on rivers, plans not 
found. Factories stopped for lack of machines that the Russians dismantled 
or scuttled when they left like thieves. Any spare part was nowhere to be 



found. It was quite a lesson for the Chinese. Without realizing it, the Soviets 
had taught them to rely only on themselves. The Chinese will never forget it. 


The Canadian position does not worry Chinese leaders too much. On the 
contrary, any diplomatic imbroglio which may thwart the project of the 
century, in effect, gives China the time necessary to definitively settle its 
border problem with the USSR. 

The quarrel between the USSR and China concerns three distinct facts: 
ideology, international politics and the borders with Siberia. The ideology 
now joins international politics and is essentially reduced to a rivalry to 
submit to its own influence the greatest number of brother countries. 

Late in the “concert” of nations, China is trying to carve out a place for 
itself, by acquiring a clientele of its own, which it can only take in the Third 
World at the expense of the USSR. By playing the hydrogen card by 
occupying the Stanovoi Mountains, China wants to increase its international 
influence and thus become an essential partner for all at the dawn of the 21st 
century, even surpassing the USSR. The expansion of communism in the 
world now involves hydrogen, which has become, in Beijing's hands, an 
incomparable ideological weapon. For Beijing, the situation is clear, the 
mining rights of the Stanovoi Mountains are neither Soviet nor Japanese but 
a Chinese good, illegally extracted by unequal treaties to the detriment of 
international border law. 
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Alert, Canadian Arctic 

The strategic importance of the Canadian Arctic obviously stems from its 
contiguity with the Soviet Arctic. From the start of the Cold War in the late 
1940s, a series of preventive air defense measures led to the construction of 
three networks of forward warning stations, including the DEW Line. The 
North American defense system (NORAD) is paid 40% by 
Canadians. However, Canada has very little access to technological 
intelligence and US surveillance data. This is what happens every day in the 
game of hide-and-seek between the Americans and the Soviets under the 
polar cap; Canada is automatically excluded from the game. Every day, it's a 
war of silence; Soviet submarines trying to break through and thwart the 



advanced maritime defense system made up of thousands of hydrophones 
resting on the seabed. Today noise has become, with advances in detection, 
the Achilles heel of nuclear submarines. The advent of listening in very low 
frequencies made it possible to detect nuclear-powered submarines up to 
tens or even hundreds of kilometers. All strategic navigation passages are 
riddled with chains of fixed hydrophones. The one who wins the battle is 
always the one who emits the least noise while having the “ear” most 
sensitive to the low frequencies emitted by the potential enemy. 
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Moscow, May 12, 91 

Visited the black, killed the white. Canada's diplomatic maneuver to contain 
Japanese ambitions arouses the dozing fury of the Soviet bear. For Moscow, 
it is increasingly evident that Washington, using the Canadian pawn, is 
behind this ban on the Northwest Passage. For Ligachev, the ban does not 
apply only to the Japanese but also to all Soviet ships. 

- "Here it is, the true face of capitalism, he shouts to the members of the 
Politburo gathered together urgently, to take advantage of the dangerous 
economic situation of our country to humiliate us and to blackmail us. The 
Stanovoi Mountains belong to us and we alone The hydrogen becomes the 
salvation of the Soviet economy and the Soviet Union will be part of it and 
to be part, the international status of the Northwest Passage must be 
vigorously claimed in order to be able to access Quebec ore 

Ligachev proposes the adoption of the Yermak plan, named so in honor of 
the famous Cossack who once conquered Siberia. Once again, Gorbachev by 
a single voice of difference within the Politburo, is forced to accept the 
resolution or face dismissal. In his mind, it is better to be patient, an 
unexpected event will eventually occur allowing him to control the situation 
again, but time is running out and above all, does he wonder how the 
Americans will react? The Soviet response contained in the Yermak plan is 
scathing and will demonstrate, for the first time and beyond any doubt, that 
if the Americans control the skies, the oceans, they are controlled by the 
Soviets. 



Immediately, an order was given to the Yermak submarine, the latest in 
Soviet technology, to surface. A hellish racket invades all American 
hydrophones when the Yermak pierces the thick layer of ice covering the 
Northwest Passage near Baffin Island. All the flashing lights of the 
American submarine spotting center panicked. The Americans have just 
discovered with amazement the Soviet technological response to the 
American invisible bomber: a completely soundproofed nuclear 
submarine. In the Pentagon, it is consternation. The whole underwater 
listening system has been foiled, years of toil, decades of scientific research 
that crumbles like a common card game. Before the glass broke, no sound 
echo on any of the radars was recorded. The American experts will have, for 
weeks, to study the technological prowess of the Yermak. 
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Washington, May 12, 91 

- "What do we know about this submarine asks President Bush, very upset?" 

- "Very little," replied Admiral Gordon, director of the National 
Reconnaissance Office (NRO), the army's satellite intelligence service. The 
first photograph of the Condor satellite leads us to believe that the Soviets 
succeeded in applying the so-called technology from the submarine into a 
submarine. To the obvious perplexity of his audience, he continued. From 
the shape of the hull, we deduce that all the piping, the electrical system, the 
engines, the pumps are isolated completely from the outer hull by a heavy 
liquid, perhaps mercury, which absorbs all noise and vibration. Hence the 
expression of the submarine floating in a submarine. " 

- "And what does Murmansk say?" The base of Murmansk being the place 
of origin of all the submarines in mission in the Arctic. 

- "According to Commander Ivanov with whom I communicated. Official 
version: scientific research" 

- "I see! And now said the president turning to Barret, the director of the 
Security Council of the White House, your analysis?" 


- "A nice diplomatic blunder of the Canadians" resumed angrily Barret. We 
do not declare sovereignty over a territory that we cannot defend. 



Diplomatically, we are stuck. By not recognizing Canadian sovereignty over 
the Northwest Passage, the Russians are implicitly allowed to use it. 
According to our own strict guidelines, the Yermak is in order. In short, it is 
up to Canadians to react because it violates one of their laws, is incapable of 
enforcing its own laws. They have no submarines capable of doing the job of 
constable, nor even an icebreaker worthy of the name. Good shit if you ask 


- "Do we have a submarine around?" Bush asks Gordon. 

- "Ohio is on site less than a mile from the Yermak." 

- "Alright, order him to surface and monitor the Yermak 24 hours a day and 
I want a daily report. You Barret phone Ottawa and tell them that the Ohio 
and the Yermak are jointly participating in a Arctic science mission. 
Mulroney doesn't need to know more just yet. Over to you, Commander 
Smith. " 

As soon as he stood up, Captain Smith walked over to the video monitor, 
inserted the recording cassette received that night from a Condor 
satellite. Thanks to the spy satellites of the US Air Force, the President of 
the United States can see every single square inch of the planet at any time, 
day or night. An almost desert landscape interspersed with clumps of puny 
trees appeared on the screen. The image that came closer now was that of a 
Soviet military camp. Smith froze the image on the screen. 

- "Mr. President, we have thus spotted 18 military encampments of the kind 
on the Sino-Soviet border: 10 Soviets and 8 Chinese which sprouted like 
mushrooms. All heavily armed, hundreds of tanks, heavy artillery, 
amphibious vehicles, fortunately no trace of nuclear weapons at the moment. 


- "This time, we will have to maneuver tightly, observes the worried 
president. What does our ambassador in Moscow think?" 

- "According to him said, Barret, Gorbachev is no longer master of the 
Politburo, the hardliners of Ligachev would now have control. All of 
Gorbachev's conciliatory foreign policy is called into question. With 
Gorbachev, as the so well demonstrated the conflict of the Persian Gulf, one 
could believe in an opening which made it possible to finally hope for a new 



international order where the USSR would be a potential ally in the face of 
threats from the South against the North. With Ligachev, it is the return to 
the cold war , nothing less. So much so that the possibility of a coup against 
Gorbachev is increasing day by day. " 

- "No question of letting down Gorbachev continues the president, we all 
agree on this point. We owe him a debt, a huge debt. Nicaragua, Angola, 
Cambodia, Korea, Afghanistan, "East Germany, Kuwait, none of this would 
have been possible without his collaboration. We need to analyze more 
carefully the upheavals that have occurred since the announcement of this 
bloody discovery, the report of this named Drayton of the Department of 
State; it is clear that the Japanese are present at all levels of the crisis, both in 
Canada and in the Soviet Union. " 

- "Damn Japanese gets carried away Barret. When I think that we find 
ourselves in less than 48 hours with a military conflict in Siberia, two 
nuclear submarines face to face in the Arctic and a country that claims its 
independence, a Independent Quebec, good business! Japan has no interest 
in provoking such a diplomatic and military crisis unless, of course, it has 
the solution in its pocket. It remains to be seen whether this solution is 
compatible with our interests. No, I don't like it, I wish this Drayton 
investigated this Japanese dirty trick. " 

- "Very well said Bush. Tell him to start with Montreal. Charles Haumont is 
a good career diplomat, he knows international politics and all its 
ramifications well, especially since he finds himself in the bath until the 
blow, since Triton Systeme is behind all Japanese projects. " 
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UN, New York 

Paradoxically, the East-West bipolarization of international relations favored 
the appearance of a constellation of new states which, pushed out of the 
ruins of old colonial empires, acquired all the legal attributes of sovereignty 
and tried to escape logic of blocks. Their growing influence at the UN and 
the regrouping of some of them within the movement of non-aligned 
countries have given them a certain weight in international life. The first 
consequence of the disintegration of the colonial empires was to increase in 
spectacular proportions the dimensions of international society. From the 



end of the war to 1973, the number of independent states doubled, reaching 
over 140 units at the end of the period. The entry on the scene of the young 
nations born of decolonization has radically changed the balance of power in 
the United Nations. Suddenly, the majority in the General Assembly of the 
United Nations fell, in the course of the 60s, in the camp of the Third 
World. This change has completely transformed the role and especially the 
functioning of the UN. From 1965, the international organization began to 
show signs of running out of steam. 

The causes of this weakening are multiple but the most important remains, 
without a doubt, the financial problem; for several years now, the United 
Nations has been bankrupt. Seeing their diminished power within the 
organization, several Member States have decided to pay their membership 
fees "a la carte" according to their interests. Several wealthy states by 
withdrawing the necessary funding for development programs and other 
United Nations activities, considerably weaken the notion of collective 
responsibility of the international organization. Economic blackmail has 
become a system thus risking the very survival of the institution. We are far 
from the role imagined by the dreamer Woodrow Wilson, American 
president denied by his own country, who had launched the idea of the 
League of Nations. The Wilson project was inspired by the "Perpetual Peace 
Project" of the philosopher Emmanuel Kant in seeking a common peace 
organized through a general association of nations. 


Since the Soviet withdrawal and the end of the Persian Gulf conflict, we 
have witnessed the establishment of a sort of UN conglomerate for economic 
peace led by the five major permanent members of the Security 
Council. (United States, China, France, Great Britain and the USSR). In this 
new world of wonders, there will be less and less room for small countries, 
for the poor and for marginal causes. Excluded from the select club of the 
Security Council, Germany and Japan are not at all willing to leave the 
development of the planet to contract out to the big five. The Hakko Ishui 
club will take care of this, no longer any question of "organizing" the world 
without the weight of the "vanquished" being recognized. 


Montreal, May 13, 91 


LV111 


When a certain Steve Drayton from the US State Department showed up at 
Triton System's head office and demanded an immediate appointment, 



Charles Haumont was not surprised at such a request. On the contrary, 
Haumont having already rubbed shoulders with the American futurist on 
several occasions when he was Canada's ambassador to 
Washington. Haumont, visibly happy to see him again, greeted him very 
friendly. 

- "You will understand Charles that I must advise the president as soon as 
possible on the procedure to follow and that my recommendations will 
follow directly from this interview. So, let's play fair, okay". 

Nodding, Haumont immediately speaks 

- "It is obvious that Fujihama is not alone in this story which has led to the 
creation of the International Investment Fund and the gigantic projects it 
supports". 

- "We are now convinced says Drayton that the International Investment 
Fund is only an economic facade to a political decision". 

- "I agree because to have such a budget in such a long term, Fujihama must 
be supported by the entire Japanese financial and political establishment. It 
is now obvious that Japan is seeking to bring about a global rebalance of 
forces, at the dawn of the 21st century, rebalance based essentially on the 
economic and not the military. The Achilles heel of the Japanese giant is his 
military weakness in the face of the two great. He must therefore protect 
himself by using the only weapon he possesses: the power of money. In 
1945, the United States, by forcing Japan to give up its army, had just 
created, perverse effects of politics, an economic power. Their military 
expenditure is among the lowest in the world, world compared to the 
country's GNP despite having the third largest defensive army in the world. 
Billions of yen are thus available and are invested in industry, commerce and 
market expansion, if the United States brought ent its military spending at 
the Japanese level, they would save more than 100 billion per year. Japan is 
demonstrating in black and white to mankind that only a non-militarist 
national policy can guarantee growth and well-being while the others go 
bankrupt in war. This is undoubtedly a great political lesson of the post-war 
period, the economic benefits of a peace policy far exceed that of an 
armament policy. 



- "MacArthur, in 1945, was far from suspecting that Japan would turn the 
economy into a battlefield". 

- "Yet we know very well Steve, that the economy is indeed a battlefield, 
let's say more peaceful, where the challenge is not to destroy but to control 
the adversary. We Westerners are trying to understand the Japanese 
economic strategy with the Cartesian logic of the chess player, while they 
play "go", a game of pure strategy where luck and chance are excluded. As 
with "go", the winner must occupy all the territories at the same time 
without define in advance where it will attack. Transposing to the economy, 
this strategy consists in neutralizing the adversary by the game or the control 
of its commercial partners. If we look at the Japanese strategy from this 
angle, it is obvious that Japan wants to revive the economies of its future 
commercial customers with hydrogen by asking them, as for India recently, 
to slash their military budget. It thus cuts the arms market controlled by the 
big five of the Security Council of United Nations and stifles their economy 
in order to hasten the reconversion of their industries towards the civilian 
one ". 

- "I fully share this point of view, Charles, but we do not go from an 
economy centered on the military towards the civilian one overnight, if not it 
is the catastrophe". 

- "To understand Fujihama's strategy, you have to understand history; that's 
where he draws his" genius ". In terms of international politics, he is simply 
trying to apply a Marshall Plan for disarmament, recalls, the purpose of the 
Marshall Plan and the New Deal was to revive the world economy by 
fighting famine, poverty, unemployment and despair in post-war Europe. 
American industry benefited so much from the expansion of these new 
markets that the dollar has gradually replaced the pound sterling as the main 
world currency.All these projects, hydrogen, Kra canal, Indian dam are, in 
short, only carbon copies of your post-war strategy. Japan is replicating on a 
global scale the postwar US economic policy geared to disarmament. Great! 
Isn't it Steve? Not only is it copying you but better, 'pupil surpasses the 
master". 

- "Indeed their strategy is simple, their target, the non-aligned countries and 
the third world, that is to say our biggest arms markets; billions in danger. 
To say that it is we who demanded the demilitarization of Japan in return for 
the reconstruction of their economy, it is the perverse effect of our policy in 



the Pacific, Japan is administering to the rest of the world the same medicine 
that it has received from us. we do not yet know where they want to go 

- "What if I told you Steve that Japan is trying to save the United States of 
America from bankruptcy by turning against you the very conditions of 
surrender that you imposed on it 45 years earlier. It is the pendulum of 
history in action ". 

Drayton smiled a little. "You mean, if I understand correctly, that Japan is 
trying to instill the spirit of Article 9 1 * 1 from its constitution to the whole 
earth ". 

* Article 9: Japan's militarization effort must not exceed 1% of gross national 
product and must be strictly defensive. Japan renounces war and the use of 
force. 

- "Right. You are the most indebted nation in the world and he is your main 
creditor, if you crack, Japan breaks too. You are two horses on the same 
team except that Japan has decided to take the lead. You Americans. , 
constantly ask them to play a more active military role in the protection of 
the Pacific by asking them to increase their military budget to 6% of the 
GNP because the increased militarization of Japan implies American 
purchase and thus lowers your trade deficit. Japan cannot accept such an 
economic policy based essentially on the military. By forcing Japan to 
become militarized, you create an unbearable internal tension, it must be 
understood that 60% of some 150 million Japanese were born after the war. 
All know that only one a peaceful foreign policy has enabled Japan to rise to 
the top of the world economy. The new prosperity has made many Japanese 
arrogant and hostile towards the s foreigners, everywhere proclaiming their 
difference. But from "difference" to "superiority", there is only one 
step. Japaneseism must not become the new creed of Japan. However, 
Japanese society has great difficulty opening up to the world, it is often 
worried and obsessed by the danger posed by others. The accumulation of 
these fears leads to overarmament. Japan cannot rearm without major 
internal conflicts. The rearmament of Japan can only benefit the extreme 
right. From that moment on, humanity is again in danger of reliving the 
horrors of the last great war ". 

- "Disarmament as the basis of Japanese foreign policy to better protect the 
country's internal policy?" 


- "But it's crazy Charles! 


- "From your point of view, maybe !, because it is clear that you want to 
disengage financially by a reduction of 10% of the military personnel in the 
Asia-Pacific region for budgetary reasons and pass the bill on to Japan. D 
'Within ten years, one of the two American bases in the Philippines will be 
closed. Even a partial American withdrawal from the Philippines increases 
the importance of the Japanese bases of Okinawa and Yokosuka. On the 
other hand, the peripheral nations of Japan, which have in In memory of the 
pre-war Japanese imperialism, consider the American military presence in 
the area as a balancing factor against the growing power of Japan. The 
American withdrawal, in their minds, will bring about a series of 
destabilizing and potentially conflicting factors including the famous 
reunification of the two Koreas which will relaunch the arms race in the 
region, thus forcing the rearmament of Japan. To continue its economic 
expansion in the peaceful zone, the Japan must be reassuring rather than 
threatening especially with regard to China where Japanese investments are 
already considerable. The Japanese want to be the first in China and Eastern 
Russia where the exploitation of these natural resources are amazing sources 
of supplies lies in the future. For Tokyo, the economic strength of the 
country is the best available means to contribute to the expansion of 
democracy and Western diplomacy in Asia. No offense to the Pentagon 
military ". 

- "Error my friend, since 1945, it is the protection of the American nuclear 
umbrella which allowed the expansion of Japan". 

- "Except, that for nearly 50 years, Japan has had no foreign policy worthy 
of the name. Even Japan feels a little embarrassed by the situation. Great 
Britain has had its" magna carta ", France and the United States, their 
libertarian revolution, Russia and China, their communist revolution. Japan 
is now strong enough to speak on an equal footing with the rest of the world. 
In turn, now to export a "made ideology" in Japan "having as principle 
political stability and economic prosperity and this Japanese ideology goes 
through the wording of article 9 and becomes the universal model of world 
economic reorganization by creating a new world order which excludes the 



war of aggression as national policy of a nation. To achieve this, Japan must 
break the arms lobby both Western and Communist by cutting their market. 

- "You see Charles, listening to your words, I remember the last speech of 
the Japanese Prime Minister during his visit to Chicago:" Japan is ready to 
play an international role of great financial significance and even goes so far 
as to propose the creation of an international “hometown.” Already, he 
warned us of the creation of the International Investment Fund, no one at the 
State Department noticed this “little detail”. 

- "There are several other small details that the State Department did not see 
coming. Remember, Fujihama is the number 1 futurist in Japan. He has been 
called upon to work for most of the major Japanese consortia. . This map, 
which I am handing over to you, comes from a foresight work he carried out 
for the company Mitsubishi. Here it is, black and white, this new world 
economic order for the 21st century: nothing less than the Roman 
triumvirate adapted to modern times; three economic blocks cooperating 
with each other: the block of the Americas, the block of Greater Europe- 
Africa comprising the Western Soviet Union and the block of Asian states 
comprising the Eastern Soviet Union, block, you will notice the presence of 
a free trade zone between rich powers and developing countries, including a 
German-Soviet realignment in Europe and a Sino-Japanese in Asia. 

To understand how each bloc works, let's take the example of North 
American free trade with Mexico, the United States and Canada. Canada 
provides natural resources, Mexico provides labor, and the United States 
finances industrial infrastructure. In the European bloc, Canada's role is 
played by Africa, rich in natural resources, the countries of the East will 
provide the workforce, Europe finances. Ditto in Asia. The Eastern Soviet 
Union and China provide the resources and the rest of the Asian countries 
provide the manpower, all financed by the yen. But beware, these three 
commercial strongholds must necessarily avoid isolating themselves from 
each other by protectionist measures. However, the protectionist signal that 
the European and North American fortress is giving Japan forces it to review 
its strategy and protect its rear by turning to third world markets. 

- "Okay for 21st century futurology except that today there are nearly eight 
armored divisions on the Sino-Soviet border and Canada is at risk of 
shattering. The only question is: how Are the Japanese going to get out of 



this quagmire? I need to know more. Charles, can you arrange a meeting 
with Fujihama for me? " 


LVIV 


Houston, May 14, 91 

Drowned in a Texas skyscraper, the company "22875" occupies only a 
modest space. Nothing indicates that behind this digital code hides the 
largest political lobby of American multinationals, a sort of American-style 
Hakko Ishui club. With the difference that this numbered company 
specializes in politics and its innumerable ramifications. Most of the pro- 
Western coups have been hatched in this office as have most of the 
leadership races both for the US presidency and for that of an obscure 
"banana republic". In fact, all of its "diplomacy" rests on the political use of 
a masterfully-run system of international corruption. This select group does 
not seek anything other than the effective domination of the peoples through 
friendly governments led by corrupt low-level politicians. Their goal: to 
form a parallel world government over the national governments. 

The Indian election is a bitter defeat for multinational arms companies. For 
the first time, a Third World country, the world's largest arms buyer, has 
turned around and adopted a policy of disarmament in return for a strategy 
of economic development. In addition, the strategy of hydrogen and its 
monopoly outside America is a bitter setback for the seven sisters, but above 
all, the members of the "22875" have just discovered the existence of a 
powerful financial group totally opposed to their political philosophy. 

As shares of Triton System soar at breakneck speed, as the Canadian dollar 
strengthens, the entire military-industrial and petroleum complex is in 
decline. Reading the latest stock market news in the Wall Street Journal, 
Bob Savin knew what the company "22875" was looking to find 
out. Contact was immediately established. 

For more than an hour now, Bob Savin has been entertaining his powerful 
audience on his analysis of the international situation since the creation of 
the International Investment Fund controlled by the powerful keiretsu and 
the new Japanese foreign policy that is emerging on the horizon. 



- "But tell me, my friend, asks the chairman of General Dynamic, since 
when has Tokyo been interested in third world countries?" 

- "Japanese development aid was born out of reparations for the Second 
World War. In the 1950s, it was a question, through the policy of reparations 
towards the countries that Japan had occupied during the 1930s and 1940s, 
of to help the establishment of Japanese firms. It was only at the end of the 
1960s that Japan really sought to diversify. Today, Tokyo has undoubtedly 
succeeded in this reconversion since the Japanese are cooperating with 117 
countries and are now dethroning Washington as the main supplier of aid to 
the countries of the South And the Japanese authorities do not intend to stop 
this global development strategy called "Minkatsu" in such a good way. 

- "What would be the political objectives of this so-called Minkatsu 
cooperation? Asks intrigued the president of IBM. All this seems to me 
colossal objectives for such a small country". 

- "Far from offending you, allow me however to correct you. For mysterious 
reasons, the West perceives Japan as a small country. In reality, its territory 
could contain a good dozen of Belgium and its archipelago stretches like an 
arc that would extend from the north of Scotland to the heart of the Sahara in 
Africa. But the Japanese are very used to the misconceptions we have about 
them and if the West wants Japan to be a small countries, they let it be said. 
In short, they let all our errors of judgment be said and even have a 
remarkable talent for maintaining a myth that the West itself created. It is a 
way of doing things that perfectly matches their objectives. , because one 
never hides as well as behind a screen of misconceptions. Result: the 
Japanese David is knocking out the American Goliath. Minkatsu's strategy is 
essentially to respond to the growing echo of the people of the archipelago 
which asks the country to behave in great power. The Japanese claim an 
increased role for their country in international bodies. From this point of 
view, the global development strategy serves highly political purposes such 
as securing a seat on the United Nations Security Council and competing 
with the United States at the head of the World Bank ". 

- "Very honorable objectives that we would be ready to negotiate, resumed 
the director of AT&T. But why make disarmament the priority condition of 
Minkatsu's policy?" 



- "Japan does not have military means capable of projecting the image of its 
power abroad. Instead of having military bases abroad like the French, the 
British, the Americans and the Soviets, it it must therefore find other means 
to make itself heard on the international scene. Japan is preparing the start of 
the entire planet for the 21st century The Brahmaputra dam, the Kra canal, 
Montreal, world capital hydrogen, all these projects are only the tip of the 
iceberg. To the impressive list of future Japanese works, we must add the 
construction of the famous green belt of the Sahel by creating a curtain of 3 
trees. 500 kilometers long and ten meters wide on both banks of the Niger 
River and the subsequent construction of around 50 agricultural farms. 
Remember that Nigeria is one of the giants of the South. What about the 
project concerning the piercing of a new can al in the Central American 
Isthmus in Costa Rica. We all know that the current Panama Canal will no 
longer be able to cope with the ever-expanding traffic supplied by Japan and 
the newly industrialized countries of the Pacific. Japan knows that part of its 
economic future depends on the future canal. All these projects require a 
common denominator: political stability through demilitarization and 
democracy in the recipient countries. In return, funding, development and 
above all a secure supply of hydrogen, the energy of the future. " 

- "If I understand your analysis correctly," said the president of Exxon, "aid 
to developing countries in the third world is becoming Japan's new 
economic strategy based essentially on increasing its share of the world 
market and that the monopoly that ’it holds on hydrogen will be the heart of 
this whole foreign policy strategy.’ 

- "The example of India is obvious. Now imagine that hydrogen is only 
available to countries which adopt a policy of demilitarization and you will 
understand that the entire military-industrial complex risks disappearing 
while weakening the oil cartel. In short, the Japanese message is that you 
have exploited the Third World for decades, they will develop it. I believe, 
gentlemen, that war has just been declared on you and that this war will be 
fierce ". 

- "Thank you for this valuable information Mr. Savin said the president of 
Exxon. You can now leave, your fees will follow". 

Finally, only the members of the select group seem perplexed. The president 
of Exxon breaks this heavy silence. 



- "According to our contacts at the State Department, the situation is more 
than perilous, the announcement of this discovery has plunged the planet 
into a veritable quagmire. In retaliation for the Canadian position, the 
Soviets have brought out a powerful submarine nuclear in the heart of the 
Northwest Passage, the Sino-Soviet border is stormed by dozens of armored 
divisions 

- "Can we consider an aid to China questions the CEO of Shell. It is clear 
that we must stop this project at any cost. By helping China, we destabilize 
the two great communist powers". 

- "Bad calculation! The Chinese will never give up hydrogen despite all the 
guarantees they will provide us. In my opinion, continues the president of 
Exxon, it is in the Soviet Union that we must strike. We know that 
Gorbachev, favorable hydrogen, is in trouble within the Politburo ". 

- "To overthrow Gorbachev to replace him with Ligachev is hardly better". 

- "Neither Gorbachev nor Ligachev. Why not the Minister of Energy, the 
boss of the biggest oil“ company ”in the world: the Soviet state. I believe it 
is time to induct a new member in our organization and to promote its 
accession to power ". 


LX 


Toronto, May 14, 91 

The Toronto Club brings together the quintessence of Canada's English- 
speaking establishment. Posted in the upper echelons of most of the major 
Anglo-Canadian companies and banks, its influential members find it hard to 
see Montreal escape with the goose that lays the golden eggs. No 
development can see the light of day without having received the 
"Imprimatur" from the top financiers of Bay Street. 

David Stern, an eccentric anglophone who left Montreal in 1979, became in 
a few years a respected and very effective lobbyist, the Canadian counterpart 
of the American Savin. Large companies and corporations do not hesitate to 
contact him. His greatest fight, hence his fame, was to prevent the takeover 
of the Canadian Pacific by the Caisse de depot et placement du Quebec 
associated with Power Corporation. The flagship of the Anglo-Saxon 



Canadian industry then risked wavering in the French-speaking clan. The 
Toronto-wasp mobilized and drew the hatchet. Waging an underhanded 
battle in the halls of the Canadian parliament, Davis Stern was able to 
convince the ruling party, led at the time by the son-in-law of the president 
of Canadian Pacific, to pass a law preventing this transaction. David Stern 
was welcomed as a hero into the bosom of Toronto finance. “A new Wolfe,” 
cried the president of the Canadian Pacific, introducing him to select 
members of the Toronto Club. 

In Quebec, this coup by Ottawa left a taste of ash in the mouth. The world of 
Quebec finance was outraged. More than one thought then that this infamous 
law was only the economic counterpart of the law of the measures of war of 
October 70. Except that this time, “the apprehended insurrection” was not 
instigated by a gang of bearded revolutionaries but well by respectable 
businessmen, the misfortune being that they are French-speaking. Toronto 
finance had just demonstrated its true face, its true nature. 

- "As you know, began the president of the Toronto Dominion Bank, the ban 
on the Northwest Passage does not solve all our problems. The hydrogen 
project is compromised, yes, but we end up with a referendum, on your 
arms. Your turn to play Mr. Stern ". 

- "The plan I am proposing is very simple As you know, Quebecers will 
never attempt the independence adventure to the detriment of their material 
and economic well-being. Faced with the drop in the piasse sign, Quebecers 
easily lose their faith. From today, everyone here will try to destabilize the 
Quebec economy just enough to create general uncertainty about the 
viability of an independent Quebec, just enough to show them that the 
sovereignist adventure risks costing them, expensive". 

- "Another shot from the Brink's!" 

- "Why not! Except that this time, instead of creating a panic by organizing 
the flight of capital outside Quebec, we will instead go and seek the capital 
that Quebecers have by imposing a premium on Quebec institutions that 
borrow in the Canadian market; a political risk premium if you will. " 

-... "You want a Quebec premium which represents millions in additional 
interest for Quebec institutions". 



- "Exact !, Quebeckers must understand that the break-up of Canada would 
do Quebec more harm than it would cause other provinces and other 
Canadian institutions. Quebec must pay a premium on its loans because of 
constitutional insecurity, in which he plunged the country. " 

- "If we impose a premium for political rather than economic considerations, 
nothing will be able to prevent Quebec from borrowing abroad and finding 
cheaper financing on the American and European markets asks the president 
of Eaton Canada" . 

- "You are absolutely right except, of course, if we manage to convince 
Ottawa to keep the Bank of Canada's interest rates artificially high in order 
to just as artificially prolong the recession and thus increase layoffs, 
bankruptcies and plant closures. Add to this economic chaos some alarmist 
announcements such as the transfer of head offices from Montreal to 
Toronto and a well-orchestrated media campaign and you will quickly see 
the European and American markets reacting like us ". 

- "And you think Prime Minister Mulroney will agree to play this game of 
political poker." 

- "Mulroney is so low in the polls that he is ready to do anything to prevent 
the separation of Quebec. Mulroney will play the game if not ever we will 
let him be elected again, he knows that. The survival of his government is in 
our hands ". 

- "What do you mean by media campaign?", Worries the CEO of Olympia & 
York 

- "We are going to follow the example of Cris and launch the debate on the 
sovereignty of Quebec on American soil, we are going to create a small 
diplomatic guerrilla warfare which can only push back international 
investors". 

- "And what will this campaign be about?", Asks the president of Brascan, 
perplexed. 

- "We are going to recover the entire Quebec hydrogen project on our own, 
for the sole benefit of Canada in the event of Quebec sovereignty. We will 
let the information flow to the New York Times that it is unlikely that 



Canada will agree to leave in Quebec the vast territories of the north of the 
province which had been granted by the Canadian parliament in 1898 and 
1912. In the event of independence, the northern territories could easily be 
brought under the control of the Canadian army; thus we recover the mines 
Lake Bienville and all its energy potential. Once the doubt is well 
established on the viability of an independent Quebec without northern 
resources, the American press and the State Department become nervous 
will do the rest to discredit the sovereignist thesis, we have everything we 
need to panic the Quebec people, it is time to counterattack ". 

LX1 


Moscow 

Gorbachev and Mulroney have this in common that they grapple with 
serious ethnic issues. Even if the differences are numerous between the two 
countries; Canada lives under a democratic regime, the USSR, for its part, 
lived for a long time under the dictatorship of the Communist Party, parallels 
are not lacking between the two federations. In most Soviet republics like in 
Quebec, nationalist sentiment seems to be shared by the majority. In both 
federations, the federal authority is represented by leaders who are rather 
discredited in the population. The central power, in either case, is frowned 
upon because of its alleged bias against minorities. 

The most surprising parallel is to see the two leaders share the same political 
philosophy of suffocation towards the separatist movements of their 
respective countries. In both cases, the enrichment of the autonomous 
republic of Yakutia in the USSR and of the province of Quebec in Canada 
can only be done at the expense of a strong central government. Only the 
method changes, more muscular in the Soviet Union, more subtle in Canada 
but both having the mission of stopping the democratic process of gaining 
independence. Instead of understanding that the Soviet and Canadian 
federation certainly deserves to be renewed and adapted to the new political 
reality of the country, we insist on preserving outdated notions. Caught 
between the military and the KGB, Gorbachev announces the new color of 
his policy by endorsing repression in the autonomist republics. The use of 
force that this requires inevitably increases the influence of the military and 
Orthodox Politburo opposed to any changes. In Canada, the economic 
blackmail of the financial establishment against Quebec and the intention of 
English Canada not to respect the results of a Quebec referendum are also 



aimed at maintaining a binding and deadly status quo for the nation. It is 
unthinkable in today's world, which is called upon to constantly transform, 
that an old-fashioned federative pact could engage a people in perpetuity, 
especially if the circumstances have changed radically since then and if this 
agreement no longer has the support of the people concerned However, it 
seems that when negotiating a new Canadian and Soviet federative pact, the 
two centralizing governments prefer confrontation. 


LX11 


Montreal, May 19, 91 

- "Needless to say, said Drayton that the present international situation is 
such that the president is waiting for very precise explanations". 

- "That is indeed my intention, said Fujihama thus responding to Charles 
Haumont's request to meet the American prospectivist. If you don't mind, 
let's start from the beginning. When we discovered the extraordinary 
possibilities of this new mineral and its technological applications, we 
quickly realized that we had a poisoned gift in our hands. Since the past 
guarantees the future, history, in particular the history of oil, shows us how 
concentration of energy goes hand in hand with major conflicts. Oil has 
always flowed at the sound of military boots under the pretext of "officially" 
defending the international order and maintaining the existing order. Yet this 
existing order probably perpetuates the greatest injustice that humanity has 
known: 73% of world oil consumption is the responsibility of 22% of the 
planet's population. This fundamental inequality generates considerable 
instability ". 

- "So, to question Drayton, you consider that the concentration of ore, 
hydrogen and conversion fuel in the hands of Japan, Quebec and Yakutia 
will once again perpetuate an unjust world order". 

- "Correct, when the existing order seems too unjust and the law definitely 
appears on the side of the owners, the law ends up being violated and force 
replaces the law. To demonstrate this point of view, we have deliberately 
played the card of the confrontation, pushing to their limit the lowest 
instincts of human nature.We quickly realized that we Japanese were 
swimming in a sea of national and territorial conflicts: territorial rights of 
Aboriginal Canadians, sovereignty of Quebec, Canadian sovereignty over 



the Northwest Passage, Sino-Soviet claims on Siberia, sovereignty of 
Yakutia, not to mention our own territorial claims on the Kurils and 
Sakkaline Islands. On analysis, all conflicts having the same common 
denominator old colonialist and unjust scenario We decided to break this 
historical process by creating a conflictual situation where the parties 
concerned will have no other choice but to come to an understanding by 
renegotiating the sources of conflict. This fantastic discovery on hydrogen 
poses a real challenge to us. We have here a means of arranging the 
economies in a complementary way so as to integrate the South and the 
North. The terms of the alternative are clear: either get along and share the 
hydrogen or fight for it". 

- "Do you think that Gorbachev will negotiate with the nationalist parties of 
the republics?" 

- "If the stake is worth it, he will not hesitate a moment. And Gorbachev 
knows very well that there are no major concerns about this from the 
republics. The only obstacle is to 1 inside the Politburo, the rearguard of the 
Orthodox. That is why we are currently witnessing these military maneuvers 
in Yakutia and on the Sino-Soviet border. But give Gorbachev an excellent 
reason to negotiate and he will find a way to eliminate those who stand in its 
way ". 

- "But Gorbachev will never agree to grant independence to the republics?", 
Continues Drayton. 

- "We are rather convinced of the opposite because the concept of 
independence means nothing in the USSR. What can independent Lithuania 
do, whose production is essentially agricultural and whose only customer is 
Moscow? How to sell its production? Europe, already in overproduction 
which will buy its products? All the republics are, so to speak, prisoners or 
integrated into the USSR. This also goes for roads, railways and other 
natural resources., that the most rebellious republics have never obtained the 
slightest real support from the West. Gorbachev has almost everything in his 
game to renegotiate a new Union treaty with the republics including in 
Yakutia". 

- "And what do you think of this article published recently in the New York 
Times which affirms that an independent Quebec risks losing the northern 



half of its territory which was granted to it by the federal parliament at the 
turn of the last century?" 

- "This theory goes against international law. You know that borders can 
only be changed in accordance with international law with the consent of the 
states concerned, any attempt by another state, including Canada, to 
changing the borders of a sovereign Quebec without its consent would 
violate one of the most universally accepted principles of United Nations 
law. This interpretation also applies to the integrity of the territory of the 
Soviet republics. , the USSR and Canada would make a terrible diplomatic 
error and suffer enormous international discredit ”. 

- "But at the moment, we are more on the road of conflict than resolution, so 
if you have a solution, I would like to know it?" 

- "There is indeed a solution, a luminous solution like the sun. You are very 
silent my dear Drayton so allow me to ask you a question which may seem 
far-fetched under the circumstances. Tell me what the sun is made of? " 

- "The sun !, mumbles Drayton in astonishment. A mass of molten 
hydrogen, I think." 

- "Indeed, a mass of molten hydrogen whose beneficial energy is a universal 
source of life for all without discrimination. It is therefore normal that we, of 
the rising sun, try to give terrestrial hydrogen the same universality. So if 
hydrogen is a source of conflict, let's take the hydrogen out of the conflict. 
Tell your president that we will hand over, in exactly one month during our 
Prime Minister's visit to the United Nations, all the mining rights in our 
possession. , part of the invention patents for the conversion cell, to all 
nations through the creation of an International Hydrogen Commission 
headed by the United Nations. The UN will be the sole manager of hydrogen 
and we will share it equitably between us ". 

- "You are going to cede like that, to the whole planet the control of energy, 
hundreds of billions of dollars of profit without any other guarantee". 

- "There will of course be conditions which must be fulfilled by countries 
wishing to use hydrogen. These conditions can be summed up as follows: 
respect for human rights, democracy and demilitarization". 



- "But you are going to create an unprecedented global recession? 


- "Unless, to resume the Japanese, if we have the wisdom to launch large 
infrastructure projects on a global scale. We must rediscover the faith which 
animated the great ancient civilizations like the Egyptians and the Chinese 
building pyramids and the great wall. Let us give our scientists the 
opportunity to work on colossal peaceful projects and also beneficial for the 
economy that “star wars” can represent for the military industry. It is not the 
projects that are lacking: desertification of the planet, famine, purification of 
the oceans, the air, urbanization, these are the future great battles. Future 
great victories will be ecological, civil and peaceful or will not be. These are 
the great challenges that await the United Nations organization , the progress 
of humanity henceforth depends on it on the condition of getting it out of the 
odious economic blackmail of which it is the object. Too many member 
countries refuse to pay their contribution, each time a resolution going 
against their interests is voted. As a result, the UN has been bankrupt for 
several years ". 

- "If I understand you correctly, said Drayton very interested, the UN will be 
self-sufficient thanks to the income from hydrogen and finally freed from the 
economic blackmail which hinder its operation. Thus, it will be able to apply 
international law without embarrassment by using hydrogen as retaliatory 
measures Condemning both the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq and the invasion 
of Panama by the United States, as well the annexation of Western Sahara 
by Morocco and the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel or human 
rights violations by dictatorships ". 

- "This is indeed the goal we have set ourselves, adds Fujihama. The United 
Nations must become the only organization empowered to uphold the legal 
order and international law". 

- "As long as she also has the strength, says the American sarcastically". 

- "It is clear to any thoughtful man that the time has come for a complete 
reform in both the techniques of security, diplomacy and military defense. 
Two world wars have already demonstrated that no nation can now is no 
longer strong enough on its own to ensure its own security against attack. 
Recent political history proves that law and order can only be maintained if 
they have forces greater than those which are being trained, against them and 
their intervention must be as swift as war.If a state knows that there is an 



immediate course of action that will automatically be unleashed against the 
aggressor then even a powerful nation will hesitate before using war as 
instrument of foreign policy. On the other hand, the use of force by the 
United Nations must be subordinated to political methods, such as 
mediation, conciliation, embargo. There is nothing new in providing for 
mediation, methods other than war for settling conflicts; they have existed 
throughout history. But more often than not their employment was purely 
voluntary, it was the error of the League of Nations. It is the obligation to 
accept peaceful means of settling conflicts that must become the 
revolutionary fact of our time sanctioned by the United Nations. The war of 
aggression must become illegal for all member states ". 

- "Since the creation of the League of Nations and subsequently the United 
Nations that we have come up against the same problem: yes, okay, but how 
do we get there? How can we convince the nations to respect their 
commitment?", Asks Drayton. 

- "By hydrogen, now that the United Nations is the sole manager. The 
equation is simple: democracy + human rights + disarmament = hydrogen = 
development. These will be the conditions imposed on States which wish to 
profit hydrogen as a source of energy. I am therefore giving you a copy of 
the speech our Prime Minister will present to the United Nations, you will 
find our conditions, including, in addition to the States renouncing the war 
of aggression, that part of the current armed forces should henceforth be 
united within a UN armed force and, finally that the Member States commit 
to devote only 2% of the GNP to their personal military budget and an 
additional 1 % for the maintenance and development of the UN armed forces 


- "But it is unthinkable! It is madness to believe that the United States will 
accept such a reduction in its military budget" 

- "So resumed Fujihama in a firm tone, let me give you a little lesson in 
economics. Your country is so in debt that without the purchase of US 
Treasury bills by our banks, you can no longer function as well as the 
Canada which, I must remind you, has the largest per capita debt in the 
world. It is no longer Japan speaking but the creditor to the debtor. Without 
us, you are in technical bankruptcy, is that clear enough! The financial 
situation is no better than that of the Soviets. Americans and Soviets have 
made war and armaments an industrial operation now in deficit. The 



Pentagon alone finances 40% of industrial investments with a budget 
bordering on the 300 billion dollars a year. Meanwhile, the country is 
crumbling before your eyes. The only redevelopment of the road and urban 
system will lead to a budget increase of 100 billion by the year 2010. Did 
you know that the losses of time on the roads and th Congestion at airports is 
responsible for half of the delay in American productivity. Your trade 
balance has been in deficit for 20 years. Your industrial structure is 
collapsing. The total debt of industries, individuals, financial institutions 
added to the national debt rises to more than 15,000 billion, the equivalent of 
two and a half years of all American production. For us Japanese, before 
being president of the United States, George Bush is the biggest debtor on 
the planet and like any debtor George Bush will have to accept the 
restructuring of his finances by the creditor. If you fall, we fall and we have 
decided that you will not fall because we know that a rapid and severe 
reduction in your military budget would allow you, in the next five years, to 
invest nearly 150 billion dollars per year, to rebuild a civilian economy and 
get out of the militarist quagmire that is ruining you. It is quite paradoxical 
to note that while capitalism triumphs in the world, its mother country is 
bankrupt. This is what you are going to tell your president. Our proposal is 
on the table; it's up to you to study it now ". 

- "But it's economic blackmail, a real Pearl Harbor, a coup!", Lies Drayton 

- "Not at all, my friend. The consequences are not the same. Pearl Harbor 
was aimed at destroying you, our proposals today are more aimed at saving 
you. I repeat, instead of seeing our intervention as an attack, understand, that 
we act like any creditor. Save, while there is still time, the debtor to save our 
investment". 


LX111 

Moscow, May 26, 91 

On May 26, Moscow airport customs officers arrested a Briton, Paul 
Pearson, who was going to fly to London with the "contract of the 
century". This arrest brings to light one of the most fabulous political 
scandals, already dubbed the “Rublegate”. This scandal implicates the 
Minister of Energy of the Russian Republic in a secret "coup" attempt where 
the USSR was threatened with losing its economic independence by a kind 
of quiet annexation, without bloodshed . 



Under the guise of the Anglo-South African firm, Dove Trading 
International, Paul Pearson struck a deal with a company in Chelyabinks, 
Urals, to sell consumer goods for $ 7 billion paid in rubles, at the black 
market rate (20 rubles to the dollar). With this mountain of 140 billion 
rubles, Dove Trading proposed to buy factories and other companies that the 
Soviet government plans to privatize.This perfectly illegal contract would 
have allowed the Minister of Energy and his accomplices at Dove Trading 
International to control key sectors of Soviet economic activity, more 
specifically in the energy sector. 

The Dove Trading affair comes at the right time for Gorbachev. This 
"Rublegate" allows him to launch an offensive against the abuse of power by 
various republics, including in their financial management. But above all, it 
gives the president an unexpected opportunity to lower the tension within the 
Politburo and thus delay the deadline for a military coup against the Yakut 
Republic. Gorbachev therefore took advantage of this sudden leeway to 
castigate the contract to terminate the mining rights of the Stanovoi 
Mountains to the Japanese, stressing that among the new Soviet 
entrepreneurs there were many adventurers, who were trying to attract 
Western partners to joint ventures. But instead of going to solid firms, they 
often choose dubious partners who seek immediate enrichment. Negotiating 
with such a Western partner like Dove Trading International, whose 
reputation is troubling a market of $ 7 billion, is incredibly light or a trick, 
the details of which we do not yet know. Be that as it may, Gorbachev sees it 
as proof that only the central government of the USSR can negotiate 
contracts of this scope, legally and with the necessary guarantees. To 
everyone's surprise, the president announced the withdrawal from circulation 
of the large denominations of 50 and 100 rubles to foil this plot by the West 
who wanted to flood the market with rubles to overthrow the regime. 

Company 22875 in Houston, Texas has learned the hard way that you can't 
overthrow the President of the USSR by hitting him with a ruble. 

LX1V 


Washington, May 26, 91 

- "But I assure you, my friend, that the State Department has already 
confirmed to me that it did not know anything about the plot said President 



Bush, linked by the red telephone to his counterpart in the Kremlin. All this 
was done at without knowing it, I repeat it to you. 

- I want to believe you except that my position inside the Politburo is 
becoming precarious. It doesn't matter who is behind it, but this plot 
strengthens Ligachev's position. He'll have no problem convincing ministers 
that this whole thing is a CIA stunt to destabilize me. " 

- "Are you in trouble"? Said Bush, feigning ignorance. 

- "Let’s see my friend, let's stop this little game of hide and seek, you know it 
very well since it is I who let filter the rumor of my difficulties within the 
Politburo until your ambassador. I wanted you to know by this gesture that I 
strongly disapprove of the conflictual situation we are currently experiencing 
in the Arctic. All this for a pile of Siberian pebbles which represents the 
energy future of humanity and the economic future of my country. You 
know better than anyone that I urgently need these hydro-dollards to 
continue the perestroika. No way the Japanese or the Chinese will grab the 
cake and leave us the crumbs. If I have to requisition the mountains with the 
Red Army Stanovoi, I will. This contract with Yakutia is inadmissible. I 
have nothing against the fact that the Japanese participate in development, 
but the conditions for this participation pass through Moscow ". 

- "If I understand you correctly, only a good gesture of conciliation from the 
Japanese could lower the tension." 

- "Logically yes, but don't forget that I have to fight in the Politburo a band 
of former Stalinists who do not bother with scruples". 

- "Everything depends on you now and know that I give you carte blanche. 
Avoid your dismissal at all costs, do what you want but do it. Just thinking 
of the possible return of the cold war with this Ligachev in power, j 'I'm sick 
of it". 

- "I take good note of it, I did not indeed say my last word, believe me". 

- "I wish you success with all my heart ... I will however have a delicate 
request to make". 


Do! 



- "Because of the precarious situation which will follow the speech of the 

Japanese Prime Minister at the United Nations where he will surely 
announce the real intentions of Japan by proposing a resolution to the 
member countries, I would like and you will understand it, to be brought to 
the fore, current of your personal situation in the Kremlin. Could we develop 
some signal". 

- "In other words, you are asking the General Secretary of the Communist 
Party and President of the Soviet Union to engage in counterintelligence for 
the benefit of the Americans by disclosing information from an 
extraordinary Politburo meeting. Would you do the same?" 

- "If I consider the stakes, yes!" 

- "Alright, so tell one of your agents to stand facing the south-eastern wall of 
the Kremlin as soon as the Japanese proposal is known. The curtain of the 
first window from the left on the third floor will or will not be pulled. If the 
curtain is completely closed I have succeeded in stopping the rebellion, if 
only half of the curtain is drawn I still need time; if the window is 
completely clear I have failed. ? " 

- "If the curtain is closed, I promise you an official visit to Moscow in the 
coming weeks." 

- "Otherwise, prepare my request for political asylum, said Gorbachev 
sarcastically, ending the conversation". 


LXV 


UN, New York, June 12, 91 

Meeting in extraordinary session at the request of Japan, the entire United 
Nations Assembly impatiently awaits the arrival of the Japanese Prime 
Minister. As soon as he arrives in the great hall, all the delegates give him a 
polite but cold welcome. At the invitation of Secretary General Perez de 
Cuellar, the Prime Minister climbs on the podium reserved for speeches. A 
heavy silence invades the assembly. 




- "I am here before you today to present to you the new foreign policy of my 
country. We Japanese have always been worried about the continued 
dependence of the world economy on the arms industry. All, you know that 
there are three times as many men in the armies and the arms industry as in 
the educational or health services. Even scientific research is dependent on 
the army. Our weapons are boomerangs, don't let us never forget it. It is 
urgent that the civil economy take precedence over the military. Japan has 
understood that it has a duty to use its financial power to bring all nations 
into the game of enrichment collective instead of seeing them devote most of 
their energy to hastening their death. Russians and Americans have failed 
miserably in creating a new just world order. It's up to us. To what extent, 
the experience of a people who survived the nuclear massacre e can it help 
men to avoid other such catastrophes. On the answer to this question now 
depends the fate of humanity. " 

- "The trauma which followed the Second World War and which pushed 
States to overarm themselves is a thing of the past. It is a terrible illusion to 
think that developed nations can protect themselves by sophisticated 
weaponry against the immense aspirations of the third party. The time for 
disarmament has come. But to be successful, we must endow disarmament 
with a strong and solid political and economic structure geared towards the 
social and economic development of the countries represented here, seems 
the only one empowered to fulfill this role insofar as we will all be united 
and subordinate to its actions, which is far from being the case at present". 

- "However, all here, have subscribed to the universal and effective respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all. Unfortunately, too often, 
the United Nations Assembly behaves like a cutesy bureaucratic apparatus, 
an office of statistics , in a forum for demagogues, in a lounge for apathetic 
diplomats without disciplining the balance of power that tears the world 
apart. Too often, the organization turns a blind eye to the barbarity of 
dictatorships. Useless to hide it and finally recognize that for more for two 
decades the UN institutions, IMF, IBRD, GATT, UNDP, WHO, FAO, 
UNESCO UNICEF, have deluded themselves as to the possibilities of 
eradicating poverty in a dictatorship. We cannot safeguard peace, fight the 
scourges of hunger, disease and ignorance in a world where democracy is so 
often stifled and distorted. We now demand the right to interfere whenever 
democracy and the rights are threatened, human ts. In this sense, we side 
with the Council of Europe's position which affirms that respect for human 
rights is a duty of the State, not only towards its people, but also towards the 



international community. Where human rights are at stake, the action of the 
international community must prevail over the principles of national 
sovereignty and non-interference. For this, the United Nations therefore 
needs means of intervention to correct and repair these violations of the 
Charter. Among them, development aid which must be based on justice, 
equity and respect for human dignity ". 

- "It is time to realize that the North and the South are on the same ship and, 
therefore, the solidarity of democracies must prevail over dictatorships and 
fascisms of all stripes. We must also ensure that nationalisms are now 
expressed in international frameworks. It is obviously up to each people to 
adapt its socio-political reality to its own genius, but this must be inspired by 
the UN Universal Charters and declarations. In order not to replace local 
despotisms through a super UN despotism, we believe in the urgency of 
creating an international human rights tribunal. " 

- "If it is true that trade promotes relations between peoples, this is not the 
case for the third world. The 36 countries which form the real challenge of 
the planet such as China, India, Pakistan where lives half of the world's 
population does not represent more than 0.3% of international trade 
". Currently 77% of the world's population in the South earn 15% of global 
income. Debts are growing everywhere: financial debts, social debts, 
demographic debts, ecological debts. 

- "The essential problem of this end of the century is that of the development 
of the third world. If this problem is not solved, a day will come when we 
will no longer have the leisure to discuss anything: it will be here, explosion 
of misery. Debt is today the primary factor in the destruction of democracy 
in the Third World. Non-military risks are now more dangerous than 
military issues. To continue to pretend otherwise is to deal with the problems 
of the 21st century with mental structures of the 19th. It is forgetting the 
risks weighing on the environment; it is refusing to understand that the crises 
in gestation, under the effect of the enormous pressure exerted by economic 
forces which demand a global space and by demographic forces which give 
an overwhelming numerical superiority to the poor masses of the South, will 
result in massive migrations capable of socially and politically disintegrating 
the industrialized countries. There are no answers, soldiers at such risks if 
not contemporary history will be launched on a forced march towards a dark 
tomorrow and the future century will look more like the Middle Ages. 



Faced with the bankruptcy of politics and economics, religious fanaticism 
becomes for many countries the only possible outcome. A conspiracy of 
diplomatic silence seems to take hold of the civilized world when the 
ravages of religious fanaticism implore us to intervene urgently. We must 
now look aggressively at the bellicose face of religion and favor a secular 
policy ". 

- "The announcement by our country of the extraordinary discovery of a new 
material whose application makes it possible to convert liquid hydrogen into 
fuel has raised a lot of hope but above all a lot of envy. The current 
international situation demonstrates this. Very good. The history of oil 
shows us very well how far countries are willing to go to possess it. We will 
not make this mistake again. Whether we are talking about "common 
interests," global security "or" the future " shared ", we must logically 
demand that we put an end to violent confrontations all over the world. The 
acceptance of our mutual dependencies must be concretized in a common 
project". 

- "In principle, democracy, human rights and disarmament are therefore 
guarantors of economic and social development, both qualitative and 
quantitative. Unfortunately, the shameless blackmail of member countries 
against the organization too often makes the application of resolutions and 
principles UN adequate funding. The financial self-sufficiency of the United 
Nations is therefore necessary and desired ". 

- "I am therefore announcing that, from now on, all mining titles and 30% of 
the invention patents for the conversion cell which have made it possible to 
produce hydrogen, the energy of the 21st century are handed over to the 
United Nations organization that will ensure its production and distribution 
equitably for all.Thanks to these colossal profits, the United Nations 
development program will become the spearhead of strengthening the world 
economy which will result in a reduction national debts and a stabilization of 
the economic climate favorable to growth and investments. The financial 
autonomy of the United Nations associated with its regained moral authority 
will be the guarantors of our destiny. On the other hand, only democratic 
countries in respect of the Charter of human rights who have adopted 
draconian measures promoting disarmament, will be able to avail themselves 
of the enormous energy advantages of hydrogen. This is our wish and our 
only condition. Democracy + rights of man + disarmament = hydrogen = 
development, these are the foundations of “pax nipponica” and of the new 



world order In return, Japan, Germany, India, Brazil and Nigeria will be 
admitted as permanent members to the Security Council. 


- "Today we are at a bifurcation whose only merit is to be clearly defined: 
Homo sapiens or Homo demens. The answer is yours, members of the 
United Nations". 


LXV1 


Washington, June 13, 91 

All over the world, the pacifist speech of the Japanese Prime Minister had 
the effect of a bomb. With a spontaneous gesture, millions of citizens on all 
continents take to the streets to tell his government to support the Japanese 
resolution. All the chanceries of the world are in turmoil, each wanting to 
know the reaction of the other to this unprecedented political gesture. 

- "But doesn't this Japanese proposal for the right to interference go against 
the United Nations charter?" Bush asks his ambassador to the UN. 

- "Not really, the subtlety of the Japanese proposal is precisely that this right 
to interference is not contradictory with the provisions of the Charter on 
non-interference". 

- "Real diplomat gibberish exclaims Barret. Could you be more specific, Mr. 
Ambassador?". 

- "Let's just say that Japan is currently using the philosophy underlying 
Security Council resolution 668 concocted by France; a historic resolution 
on the Kurdish affair which requires, in a binding way vis-a-vis Iraq, 
immediate access by international organizations to all those who need 
assistance. With the Kurdish precedent of 1991, the UN now admits that a 
serious and systematic violation of human rights can be watched, even if it 
occurs within the borders of a sovereign state, as a threat to world peace and 
security justifying the intervention of the Security Council. Japan is only 
endorsing the French proposal to this effect presented to the conference of 
San Francisco in 1945 and which was rejected. A historic error when one 
looks at the inaction of democracies, in the name of non-interference, in 
flagrant cases of violations of the Charter in Cambodia, in Tibet , in Sudan, 
Ethiopia to name a few ". 



- "Go for the right of interference for the respect of human rights but from 
there to apply it to disarmament". 


- "The best way to achieve the complete disarmament of the planet is to 
make the war of aggression illegal. Here again, Japan is simply taking up 
another historic mistake of the democracies which rejected the famous 
Bryand-Kellog pact in 1927 It is highly probable that Hitler's Germany and 
Showa-era Japan would never have ventured into World War II if war of 
aggression had been outlawed by all nations, ditto for Saddam Hussein in 
Kuwait. All the Japanese action is aimed only at repairing, rather at 
rewriting the history of the past seventy years. " 

Few people remember today, remember that scene in August 1927 when, in a 
decked out Paris, a document was signed which was intended to “outlaw 
war”. This Paris peace treaty, better known as the Briand-Kellog Pact, was 
never taken seriously by the nations they sought to bind together against the 
war of aggression. Not including any restrictive measure other than a 
symbolic blame towards the aggressor country, this pact was violated on 
many occasions and in the first place by Japan itself. By invading Manchuria 
in 1932, Japan had violated the spirit and the letter of the pact. The conflict in 
Manchuria ended for the League of Nations in a real setback, the greatest in 
its existence, and demonstrated that the latter was incapable of providing its 
member states with the protection intended against the aggression of a great 
power. 

However, for the first time, an official document made a very apt distinction 
between war of aggression and war of defense. Drawing inspiration from the 
history and philosophers of ancient Greece, it is established that the war of 
aggression is a declared war before any recourse to diplomacy and attempts 
at conciliation. In this case, nations bound by an international agreement 
have a moral duty to resist force by force: defensive warfare. Mr. Briand 
therefore formulated his request to the American people to join France “to 
renounce war as an instrument of national policy”. 

Unfortunately, US Secretary of State Kellog refused to accept the distinction 
between aggressive and defensive warfare contained in the Treaty which 
would have outlawed aggressive warfare as an instrument of foreign policy 
because, at the time, aggressive war could not be excluded from US 
imperialist policy. The militarists therefore still remained attached to the 



idea put forward by Machiavelli at the beginning of the modern era that it 
was soldiers and not wealth that made it possible to measure the strength of 
a nation. Armaments thus became a major industry, the Second World War 
followed. 

- "Can't you settle your account like that with the most important planetary 
industry?" Asks Captain Smith in perplexity. 

- "I am afraid that yes, not tomorrow morning but in the near future, thirty 
years from now, which is the time needed to fully complete all the 
production phases of the hydrogen project and to finalize the conversion of 
the consortia military to civilian. You know, Japanese researchers left the 
20th century a long time ago when we "... 

-... "But what are Brazil, India and Nigeria doing in the Security Council 
again asking Bush to the ambassador". 

- "For a long time, Third World countries have asked to be represented on 
the Security Council. Japan, by granting this request, secures a majority of 
votes in the United Nations during the vote on the proposal, which is from 
Germany and Japan, nothing more normal, they are already members of the 
group of seven and both have in common an anti-militarist constitution and 
billions of yen and marks to invest. In this perspective, Germany , Japan and 
the Third World countries are becoming “natural” allies, if I can put it that 
way. The increase in market shares for some requires the development of 
others and development through disarmament ”. 

- "But in doing so, the Japanese and the Germans are screwing up the 
activities of the GATT, the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank." 

-... "Oh! That you know, development has never been the primary objective 
of the Gatt, the IMF and the World Bank. Developing countries have long 
understood that these institutions represent an attempt by industrialized 
countries to reshape the trade system and the economy in a direction more 
favorable to the interests of the North and those of the multinationals. Quite 
the opposite of a new world economic order. On the contrary, the developing 
countries have always sought to counterbalance their influence by promoting 
the creation of specialized United Nations agencies such as the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the United 



Nations Development Program (UNDP). Now that the colossal profits 
generated by the 'hydrogen will fuel these programs, you will understand 
that it is quite a godsend and, therefore, constitutes a collective bargaining 
force to the detriment of the dominant positions of the undue 
countries, strialised within these organisms. Now that the UNDP is 
emancipated from all tutelage, now that the din of rhetoric and ideological 
clashes are fading, it can regain an entrepreneurial spirit close to local 
concerns and thus help this "universal common house" that is the UN to 
cross the course of the great international political crises ". 

- "Strengthening the UN agencies to the detriment of the GATT, the IMF or 
the World Bank also means weakening and controlling the economic powers 
of multinational companies, isn't it?" 

-... "Obviously, when we know that these companies provide 80% of world 
trade, we realize that the real decisions are made within the boards of 
directors, most of which are located in industrialized countries. The Japanese 
proposal aims precisely to change these rules of the game by subjecting 
development to democracy and respect for human rights. As from now on, 
the financing of major infrastructure and modernization contracts will pass 
into the hands of the UNDP, the companies multinationals will be forced to 
play the game. Yet we too often forget that the debt of the Third World is the 
most fabulous financial pit in history. This excessive financial aid from the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank to the countries of the 
South, despots of the South especially, has had the main effect of fabricating 
the Third World from scratch, hindering its development by preventing it 
from exploiting its own capabilities. They do not have to give up their 
traditional role of neutrality, but in the event of a violation of rights, recourse 
to politics is essential; to political problem, political solution ". 

- "Is it good to change the rules of the game while the free market, liberal 
capitalism triumphs all over the planet?" .. 

- "This is precisely the trap, there is also the message that the Japanese are 
sending us. Beware of easy triumph, liberal capitalism does not hold the 
principles regulating the imbalances it generates. A struggle of continents, 
between South and North, between rich and poor, if we are not careful, 
would destroy the provisional victory of freedom. The West would not long 
withstand bursts inspired by fanaticism and famine, because democracy and 
the rights of man are not rooted in most cultures outside the West 



Democracy does not stand in the face of barbarism For the Japanese, the 
message is clear: we are living the end of a hegemonic history, with it the 
duality of ideologies and powers has collapsed and we are entering a 
shattered history, the distortions of which will have to be corrected. Only 
development can pull the rug out from under the despots' feet. But the 
burden of debt prevents the process from starting . Po Why treat these 
countries harsher than those Western debtors to whom we are remitting their 
debt to save the system. There is a lack of international authority to 
expropriate Third World creditors. The only way to do this is through the 
United Nations, through a strong, autonomous and respected organization 
which will impose a thought capable of ranking differences in a perspective 
of united development". 

- "What happens if the Japanese resolution is defeated at the UN, if we vote 
against and impose our right of veto?". 

-... "Then we will be judged very harshly by history and we will suffer 
unprecedented international discredit. But there is more, this rejection will 
give Japan the signal that it expects to apply itself and its only benefit the 
gigantic development of developing countries by creating parallel 
international institutions in competition with the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund. Nothing prevents, in fact, the Japanese 
International Investment Fund from replacing the Nations Program -United 
for development, for example Imagine a realignment of Japan, the USSR, 
China and the Third World countries of Asia forming a homogeneous block? 

- "The UN is shattered, we are forcing Quebec to give up the development of 
hydrogen to prevent Asian development and, in doing so, it becomes the 
focus of the future world war. The equation is simple, no Quebec ore, no 
conversion battery, no hydrogen, it is the war of the East against the West. 
We are back to square one "... 

- "Right, Mr. President, Homo sapiens or Homo demens, that's the 
question!". Because you see, things are moving a lot around the Sea of Japan 
right now. In recent months, while we were absorbed by the Persian Gulf 
crisis, our Asian friends have taken the opportunity to develop 
unprecedented industrial development projects. It seems that the Koreans 
and the Japanese are in a race against riding in Asia. Currently, according to 
a State Department investigation, we know that the Koreans, Japanese, 



Chinese and Soviets are frantically negotiating to establish an international 
port at the mouth of the Tumenjiang River. 

- "What the river!" Exclaims Barret under the conciliatory eye of the 
president who also learns of the existence of this mysterious river. 

- Turkmenistan, continued the ambassador who became a professor of 
geography, is a river which separates the USSR and North Korea and flows 
into the Sea of Japan. The Chinese and the Soviets wish to make it one of the 
main poles of development of the future economic zone of the Sea of 
Japan. The realization of the project requires the creation of an infrastructure 
that only the Chinese and the Japanese can finance. This will make it easier 
to set up in the USSR afterwards. The interest of this zone is that, unlike the 
USSR, it has good infrastructure: an electric power station, a water treatment 
plant, a good road network and above all a qualified workforce, and cheap. 

- "Why go through China if it is the Soviet Far East that the Japanese 
covet?" 

- "The USSR has serious logistical problems. The road and rail network is 
insufficient. The dilapidated port facilities and the industrial base, the lack of 
housing for workers are synonymous with billions to invest before being 
able to enjoy the wealth It would be better to transport the raw materials to 
Tumenjiang and transform them into manufactured products there. The 
Japanese idea is ingenious. Thanks to hydrogen, the area will experience an 
unprecedented economic boom. Soviet raw materials will feed Chinese 
workers in a free trade zone where border problems will be resolved. So, Mr. 
President, I urge you to quickly grant the USSR the status of the most 
privileged nation so that our companies invest massively and thus be able to 
reclaim market share before Japan and China have eaten everything. 

- "I see the scenario very well. But such a decision cannot be taken lightly, 
especially not, without knowing the position of the Soviets on the Japanese 
resolution". 


LXV11 


Beijing, June 13, 91 



Japan's coup at the UN has reduced the Sino-Soviet border dispute to the 
level of vulgar boast. It is indeed foolish to recover an immense territory 
comprising two cities of more than 500,000 inhabitants entirely populated by 
Russians and several fishing and commercial ports among the most active on 
the Asian continent. The Chinese have understood that their interest is not to 
confine themselves to sterile intransigence, but to resume exchanges where 
everything is to be gained. The Chinese ambassador stationed in Moscow 
therefore declares that his country is ready to negotiate with the USSR a new 
treaty definitively fixing the borders, taking as a basis the de facto situation 
created by the “unequal treaties'”, on condition that the Union Soviet Union 
recognizes, at least in principle, this character of inequality. 

Finally, China proposes that a consortium under the aegis of the UN 
bringing together the Soviet Union, China and Japan be created to achieve 
the Asian development of hydrogen. It could not be otherwise at the risk of 
sacrificing a remarkable economic reform initiated a few years ago. The 
Chinese economy has once again become one of the most dynamic in the 
world under the inspiration of non-state enterprises. On the other hand, the 
state sector is experiencing paltry growth. The central government 
desperately needs the taxes that private companies are willing to pay to 
subsidize a range of products and services and to help out loss-making state 
enterprises. Any move by the government to bring control of its economy 
back under its authority would cause dire poverty and tens of millions of 
deaths, as in the forced collectivizations in the Soviet Union 60 years ago. In 
addition, exports are the most dynamic element of the current boom and give 
China the security of having strong monetary reserves, in addition to 
limiting the growth of foreign aid. In short, the industrial development of 
hydrogen in its territory represents the best possible investment of its newly 
acquired wealth. 


LXV111 

Ottawa, June 15, 91 

The ban on the Northwest Passage does not hold out against the risk of 
international discredit that Canada would suffer if it continued to persist. In a 
very important speech given to the Canadian Club, the Canadian Prime 
Minister takes stock of the profound upheaval in the nature of international 
relations. From the analysis of these shocks, he comes out convinced that the 
period into which we have entered affects the nature of international 
relations more profoundly than the post-war years, 1945, 1918, 1871 or 



1815. Unheard of since the French Revolution, which gave birth to modern 
states and transformed their relations by moving from a dynastic system to a 
system based on sovereign states. 

- "Let us never forget," he said to his attentive audience, "that democracies 
are still fragile in Latin America, Asia is trying to find an endlessly 
compromised stability, Africa is experiencing a small wind of change which 
is not enough, out of its torments, Europe continues to grope its construction. 
The USSR, passed from perestroika to crisis and then from crisis to chaos, 
seems to be heading more towards dictatorship than towards democracy, the 
former Warsaw Pact have tackled their difficult economic and political 
reconstruction. The shock wave of the Gulf War has divided the Arab world, 
and massive population movements have become worrying strategic issues, 
also the big federations and Canada too is no exception.This is why Canada 
accepts the philosophy of the Japanese proposal which tries to use 
international organizations as much as possible in the building of a new 
world order". 

- "I would like to stress to my Japanese counterpart my unwavering support 
for the cause he defends. In return, it is important for Japan to note that the 
reservations made by my government to the use of the Northwest Passage in 
winter are mainly based on the harsh climatic movements that affect this 
region. The environmental risks are very real, the winter storms hitting the 
Arctic are the most devastating in the world and of incredible violence. The 
ore carriers will therefore have to be built according to In addition, given the 
urgency of the international situation, we propose the holding of a meeting 
of the five major world arms suppliers and members of the UN Security 
Council to adopt rules restricting transfers weapons destabilizers ". 

As a clever politician, Brian Mulroney was able, through this speech, to 
restore the image of Canada abroad while preserving the immense Japanese 
investments. The Canadian Prime Minister knows more than any other that 
he cannot let this massive investment pass right under his nose, even if he 
has to sacrifice Clyde Wells and the Hibernia project and alienate the Bay 
Street financiers to do so. Because Canada projects more and more the 
image of a country that is disintegrating. The heart of Canada, Ontario and 
Quebec, are deindustrialising, losing since 1988, 250,000 manufacturing 
jobs. Companies are quietly moving subsidiaries abroad mainly to the 
United States tomorrow in Mexico with the arrival of the North American 
free trade treaty. Already, Europe no longer considers Canada as a land of 



investment. The purchasing power of consumers is dropping 
substantially. Governments too are getting poorer and can no longer revive 
the economic machine 


LX1V 


Moscow, June 26, 91 


More worrying is the silence of Moscow. Two weeks have passed since the 
UN speech by the Japanese Prime Minister. Unusually, no Politburo meeting 
has been observed since, suggesting that a fierce factional struggle is 
brewing, with each side needing time to consolidate its positions at the 
expense of the other. Gorbachev's only statement on the subject boils down 
to further studying the Japanese resolution and China's border settlement 
proposal and that he will make his position known in due course. Like a 
chess player, the Soviet president studies the chessboard so that he is always 
one step ahead of his opponent. However, Gorbachev's silence is not so 
tight. Two weeks before the historic United Nations vote, a tangible signal 
has just been sent to President Bush: the Yermak has just disappeared again 
under the polar cap, an unknown destination. 

Meanwhile in Ottawa, Brian Mulroney immediately appoints Joe Clark as 
minister responsible for the constitutional review committee in a desperate 
attempt to save the federation. In the minds of federal strategists, it is 
essential to bypass the holding of the Quebec referendum by proposing a 
new constitutional agreement. Joe Clark must therefore convince Prime 
Minister Bourassa to consult the Quebec population and to have the 
referendum focus on this new federal-provincial agreement rather than on 
the independence project. The other scenario is to immediately start 
negotiations with Bourassa. The latter will then be able to argue that the 
renewal of federalism is on the right track and will call an election, instead 
of a referendum, to obtain the mandate to continue negotiations. 


Moscow, June 30, 91 


LXX 


Gorbachev has barely finished a conversation with the Chinese leader 
putting an end to the tension at the common borders when he walks briskly 
towards the Soviet television studios adjacent to his office. Gorbachev's 
decision is made. He must emerge as soon as possible from the black period 



of hibernation when the conservative forces practically have a monopoly on 
power. No more harsh words about "so-called democrats", no more 
increased powers granted to the KGB, no more spectacular appointments for 
the benefit of representatives of the military-industrial complex and the 
Communist Party apparatus. 

Immediately, the regular programming gives way to the address to the 
people of the Secretary General. Sure of his means, Gorbachev fervently 
announces the self-dissolution of the current Soviet Union in the name of a 
future unity found within a renewed Union. To clearly mark the dissolution 
of the old empire, the president therefore proposed to other republics the 
concept of sovereignty-association accompanied by intense economic 
relations and even proposed a new name for the country; henceforth, the 
Soviet Union will be called the Union of Sovereign Socialist States 
(UESS). Gorbachev also proposes to immediately pass a resolution that 
accepts the passage of the Stanovoi Mountains project under United Nations 
control. This resolution implies the renunciation of the Soviet Ministry of 
Mines and Energy of its prerogatives in terms of delivery contracts, use of 
foreign currency and taxation on mines located within the operating 
perimeter of the Stanovoy Mountains. In return, the United Nations will 
undertake to compensate the USSR by granting the Soviet companies 50% 
of the contracts for the construction of the infrastructure necessary for the 
exploitation of the mines, the production and the transport of hydrogen on 
the Asian continent, the other 50% will go to China and Japan. 

Internationally, Gorbachev, to everyone's surprise, launched his planetary 
poker move. The "great bargaining", as Western Sovietologists already call 
it, consists in associating the West with the rescue of the USSR under 
radically new conditions. In exchange for the necessary means, between 75 
and 150 billion dollars, the West would obtain from the Soviets the right to 
oversee the implementation of economic reform and formal guarantees as to 
democratization. Never seen. However, domestically, the risk is great. Such 
a right of scrutiny by the West on the development of the country can be felt 
as insulting by a population fed on the myth of the superpower. This time 
around, Gorbachev is playing it all for all. The part of the standoff within the 
Politburo with Ligachev will be fierce. On the western side, the sums 
required are enormous as the United States is in recession, as Germany pays 
the price for its reunification. However, we must act. Imperatively and 
quickly. The process of disintegration and even collapse has accelerated. All 
economic indicators are in free fall. 



With this unprecedented declaration, Gorbachev thus settles his accounts 
with the guard of his party while beginning to sketch the outlines of a new 
Soviet federation less centralized and more respectful of the choices of the 
republics. In his telephone report to President Bush, the American 
ambassador notes with satisfaction that the Soviet president made the right 
choice in the face of the political stalemate towards which the country was 
heading. 

- "If President Gorbachev's intentions are serious, if it is not a new political 
maneuver, this is an important step to get out of this crisis, he reports. It 
remains to be seen whether Gorbachev will win the battle of the Kremlin 
concludes ".. 


LXX1 


Quebec, July 1, 91 

Borrowing from the Soviets, Prime Minister Bourassa accepts with relief the 
passage of the development of hydrogen under UN control on the condition 
that, as compensation, Hydro-Quebec and the Societe de l’energie de la Baie 
James are the managers of the development of the North American energy 
network and the construction of the Nordic technology park. 

For their part, the financiers of Bay Street put an end to their project of 
economic destabilization of Quebec, especially since Ottawa, on this July 
1st, national holiday of Canada, promises to present to the people of Quebec 
a constitutional proposal modifying in depth federal-provincial relations 
from which will emerge the necessary and essential conditions for the 
cultural, political and economic development of Quebecers, Aboriginals and 
Anglo-Canadians. Ironically, it is thanks to Quebec's nationalist affirmation 
that Anglo-Canadian and Indigenous societies are experiencing an 
accelerated process of self-determination. 

In reality, Prime Minister Bourassa has always sought to divert 
independence from its greatness and its objectives by hastening to reduce it 
to a stopgap alternative in the event of Canadian rejection because the 
illusion of Canadian security is tenacious. Out of openness and generosity, 
he agrees one last time to reach out to English-speaking Canada even though 
he knows that the other provinces will not change in depth since this is 



contrary to their interests. With his parliamentary majority, he prefers to 
bypass the referendum by trying to sign a new constitutional 
agreement. Another refusal of Canada and it will be independence out of 
spite. This is the political philosophy of the Quebec Prime Minister. The 
Saimo project in Quebec therefore becomes the lifeline of the Canadian 
constitution. 

This new, more autonomous proposal for Quebec is still far from the 
position of the Soviet republics in the new Treaty of the Union. The Soviet 
republics will gain their independence because their aspirations for 
sovereignty have never been shaken by the hardships endured by the 
blockade of Moscow, which brought down the standard of living of its 
inhabitants. In short, they were ready to accept a temporary decrease in their 
material comfort as the price to pay for independence. The irony of the story 
being that the Soviet republics were inspired by and brought to completion 
the sovereignty-association project put forward by Quebecers; that they have 
succeeded, where the latter have failed. 


LXX11 


New York, UN, July 7, 91 

For Perez De Cuellar, the new world order around UN authority seems to be 
on the right track. All over the world, it is time for negotiations. China 
attempts an important rapprochement with the USSR, Gorbachev finalizes 
his new Union treaty, Canada and Quebec undertake the last chance 
negotiations, the Third World countries are democratizing, humanizing and 
disarming their regime to comply to Japanese requirements. For him, the 
concept of the right to interference and assistance to persons in danger 
reflects the normal development of international law. The Universal 
Declaration of JJuman Rights of 1948 has become like a kind of all-seeing 
eye of God. No violation of human rights can now be hidden from the 
international community. But what good is adhering to human rights if we 
allow human beings to starve? 

So the refugee problem, even if it is as old as the world, is reaching 
catastrophic proportions at the end of the century. There is not a continent on 
the planet that does not escape this sad reality. To the tens of millions of 
refugees scattered here and there in Third World countries due to drought or 



civil wars is added a new class of Western economic refugees resulting from 
the collapse of the communist regimes who are moving westward. Europe, 
driven by unemployment and poverty. Their number is so great that 
European governments can no longer speak of simple migration in the face 
of the problems that these new arrivals pose. 

Finally freed from its financial worries, the UN of Perez De Cuellar will 
finally be able to tackle with force the development, the sanitation of the 
physical and social environment by pushing more and more the limits of 
poverty, hunger and disease. Quietly, we are witnessing a gradual shift 
towards a transformation of human rights into human rights. On the other 
hand, the UN is only the sum of its member states and Perez De Cuellar can 
only act to the extent that they authorize it. There are only three more days 
to wait before the vote and say that it took millennia for a concept that today 
appears so simple to us to finally come to fruition. Three more days ... 

LXX111 


Moscow, July 10, 91 

Everything is now in place for the Gorbachev-Ligachev standoff. The latter, 
enraged by the presidential statement, is preparing with the help of fanatics 
of the army and the KGB to bring down the president. Ligachev's entire 
strategy is based on a plot that the KGB had already successfully carried out 
in Poland in 1981. At that time, Poland had experienced a dramatic food 
shortage which had caused Warsaw to beg abroad. The fear of Europeans of 
seeing millions of starving Poles pour into their homes allowed the creation 
of an emergency food aid plan. The KGB, controlling the arrival and 
distribution of food aid, decided to block foreign aid in the 
GDR. Testimonies abound from several trucks and wagons loaded with food 
products abandoned in the countryside and sometimes set on fire from the 
EEC. The whole operation was aimed at discrediting the Solidarity 
movement and silencing it. A few days later, Jaruzelski, justified by the 
economic chaos in which the country found itself, proclaimed a state of 
siege. Foodstuffs held up at the border began to be distributed to the glory of 
the Party. 

However, since Gorbachev's conciliatory speech, Western food aid has 
intensified. The disaster film of the hungry hordes sweeping over Europe 
accelerated foreign aid. Better to help the Soviets at home than to see them 



arrive by the millions here and yet no Soviet region has yet seen the shadow 
of a sausage. Meanwhile, a million tonnes of goods remain stranded in ports 
and more than a hundred wagons loaded with meat are rotting in a train 
station near Moscow. In a few more days, Gorbachev will fall like a ripe 
fruit with the consent of a population that is literally starving. 

LXX1V 


D-day, July 17, 91 

For two hours now, Bill White, trade commissioner from the US Embassy in 
Moscow, has been staring intently at the last window on the third floor of the 
southeast wall of the Presidium building of the Supreme Soviet, the meeting 
place of the political bureau. The half-open curtain therefore signals that the 
meeting is still going on. 

While in Washington, George Bush is preparing to leave the White House 
for the headquarters of the United Nations in New York where he himself 
will participate in the voting session on behalf of his country, given its 
importance, historical. Almost all heads of state will be present. According 
to UN rules, voting will take place in the English alphabetical order of 
member countries. So George Bush will vote before the Soviet 
ambassador. However, it was impossible for the American president to 
commit his country to the Japanese resolution without knowing the Soviet 
intention. All the more so since the latest report from the Condor satellites 
has just detected the Yermak submarine again, this time near the Kuril 
Islands. 

In the Nemuro Strait, north of the Japanese archipelago, WWII is not really 
over yet. The strait separates Hokkaido from Japan from the southern Kuril 
Islands. The Soviets occupied them in September 1945 after the Japanese 
surrender, employing, a century later, the same scenario which prevailed for 
the occupation of Siberia to the detriment of China. Since then, Japan has 
continued to claim these northern territories. The Southern Kurils occupy a 
strategic position between the Pacific and the Sea of Okhotsk. This is where 
the base of the Soviet guided-missile submarine fleet is located. 

Admiral Gordon, director of the NRO responsible for satellite surveillance, 
is adamant. Analysis of the film received confirms that the Yermak is indeed 
in an attack position and that two missiles with nuclear warheads are in an 



offensive position ready for launch. "But, curiously," he reports to the 
president, "the angle of launch of the missiles points them not towards the 
Arctic, Japan or China but well towards the USSR". Immediately by 
presidential order, all US bases in the Pacific were put on high alert. 

LXXV 


Moscow, July 17, 91 

Everywhere in the Kremlin, no matter where, "Lenin's eye" appears so much 
his presence is still real. Was it not he who, in March 1918, made the 
Kremlin the seat of the supreme organs of the young Soviet state? There too, 
in the Presidium building, the thirteen members of the Politburo meet. 

For several hours now, Ligachev, vindictive knowing Gorbachev at his 
mercy, has been engaging in a vibrant indictment against the President of the 
State. 

- "fie said we will never accept that the internal and foreign policy of the 
Supreme Soviet means the end, the abolition or the modification of the 
principle of the class struggle as taught by Lenin. You led the Empire to 
ruin: the people are dying of hunger, you yield to republics weakening the 
powers of the federation, you sacrifice the Stanovoi Mountains, sacred 
territory of the State to foreign interests. You must leave. I propose the vote 
on your immediate dismissal. You no longer have the support of either the 
Party or the people, so go for the good of all". 

Extremely cold, never showing the slightest emotion, Gorbachev prepared 
his reply. Sure of having at least six votes in his pocket in the Politburo, 
including his own, the president concentrates his charge against the 
Orthodox. Slowly, in icy silence, the President takes out a series of 
documents which he places prominently in front of him. 

- "When you say the good of the people, are you talking about the goods that 
you have stolen from these same people for decades. It is still surprising to 
see those who have turned the Kremlin into an organized mafia worrying 
about the misfortunes of 'a population they exploit without remorse ". 


- "We will not tolerate this kind of insult any longer, said the Minister of 
Energy angrily." 



- "So I'll start with you 


- "I have here a document, a confession signed under oath from a man 
named Paul Pearson who claims to have given you a bribe of two million 
dollars in goods in exchange for your cover for the signing of the contract of 
the Dove Trading All here we know to continue Gorbachev, may your wife 
Svetlana, your daughter Irina and her daughter-in-law Nonna and many 
other ladies in your harem love flowers, furs, luxury cars and diamonds. Can 
we refuse these little darlings these feminine whims when we are a lord of 
the nomenklatura? Now in a dacha located near Moscow hides a veritable 
Ali Baba cave, an entire store specially supplied to satisfy orders from these 
ladies; the rest of the merchandise being sold on the black market of which 
you are one of the most notable suppliers. 

- "And so on. Here! Our Minister of Defense for example. Do you know my 
friend comrade that the 527 infantry division comprising 10,000 men never 
existed. Ten thousand men, ten thousand salaries, c is quite a bonus. 

- "And it continues. Traffic in driving licenses and license plates at the 
Ministry of Transport. Seventeen hectares of poppy watered by six high- 
performance electric pumps, millions of narcoroubles for our Minister of 
Agriculture. Our Minister of Agriculture. 'Interior which transforms the 
vacant KGB apartments in the capital into brothels while there is a serious 
housing shortage in Moscow. And finally our comrade Ligachev who 
receives, year in and year out, his royalties on all this traffic, a few million 
dollars, rubles, you see, very quickly converted into foreign currency by the 
racketeering of tourists. I don't think I have forgotten anyone. " 

- "An impressive job, comrade Secretary-General but in no way significant 
or dangerous. You know very well that if you made these documents public, 
it would be your own downfall that you would cause and that of the whole 
regime whose activities you have been covering for more, of five years. We 
call that throw away the bathwater with the baby says laughingly Ligachev 


- "Well !, know that this is my intention. If it is impossible to restructure the 
current system then all that remains is to abandon it, according to Brezhnev's 
formula," in the dustbin of history "with all the mafias he spawned. There is 
only one criminal here and it's you, there’s only one traitor here and it's still 



you, so tell yourself that the one who is going to resign today for health 
reasons is you 


- "You know very well," said Ligachev smiling, "that there is nothing you 
can do in this room, we have the majority and the situation well in hand. We 
have already had Nikita Khrushchev's head and we will have yours." 

- "But I am not Khrushchev to accept my dismissal to save a corrupt regime. 
If I fall, the regime falls too. I am even willing to create such economic 
chaos that you will all be swept away by the ensuing civil war. would follow 


- "Political bluff!" 

- "Not at all, I warn you. The Soviet people see in the exploitation and 
production of hydrogen the economic salvation of the country. Thousands of 
jobs will be created, imposing revenues will be available to restructure the 
economy, the ruble will become convertible on major international markets. 
The mining rights of the Stanovoi Mountains ceded to the UN represent only 
a tiny part, albeit significant in terms of revenue, of the global potential. 
Manufacturing, sale of hydrogen and construction of the network of Asian 
distribution these are the important gains for our country and I will never let 
anyone contravene this important development. In less than 30 minutes, 
New York hours, our ambassador will agree to the Japanese proposal and no 
one will stop me ". 

- "In less than 10 minutes you will no longer be President of the Soviet 
Union. Let's vote!" .. 

- "So you should know that if I am deposed, the Stanovoi mountains no 
longer exist. The Yermak has been ordered to destroy them and I am the 
only one who can give the counter-order. Is it clear, the Yermak no longer 
responds? . Precipitate my loss and I will precipitate yours. " 

- "Impossible !, exclaims Yasof, the marshal-commander-general of the red 
army. It is from me that the Yermak receives the orders". 

- "You forget that the supreme chief of the armed forces is the president. The 
Yermak commander has orders to obey the president, moreover, all the 



access codes have been changed. Please my friend, give it a try and you will 
see that with wolves I howl like wolves 

At the same time, at the United Nations, the vote is proceeding normally. In 
a few minutes, the president will have to comply. The American delegation 
is in all its turmoil, yet no sign from Moscow. All the president's strategists 
have only one idea in mind: delay the vote, but how? 

Commander Yasof returns to the Politburo meeting aghast. All attempts to 
communicate with the Yermak have failed, the access codes have indeed 
been changed. The Ligachev clan has just suffered the coup d'etat of 
Gorbachev Nervously, during the holding of the vote, Gorbachev 
approached the curtain more than three votes to reach the majority. 

- "United States of America", launches the Secretary-General of the UN 

With a slow gesture, President Bush tries painfully to get up to suddenly 
collapse on the desk of the American delegation. All of them now remember 
the President's latest heart problems. The minutes pass in the general 
hubbub. The president's security personnel form an opaque screen in which 
the doctor and the president converse calmly. - "Now you get me out of here, 
I can't do anything more. I want to go out on my own two legs. Enough of 
the cinema for today". 

To the applause of the delegates, the President steadily left the seat of the 
Assembly and immediately returned to the Ambassador's offices. In New 
York as in Moscow, the curtain is drawn on two excellent presidential 
performances. A few minutes later, the American ambassador returns to 
complete his mandate by voting in favor of the resolution. 

Amply supported by third world countries and democracies, the Japanese 
resolution was accepted by a majority despite some opposition from Arab 
countries such as Libya, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Israel which does 
not carry the UN in its heart since the adoption of resolutions condemning its 
action in the occupied territories to the detriment of the Palestinians and 
their rights. The Israeli government too easily forgets that the country exists 
thanks to the international will expressed by the UN. The more the Israelis 
reject the United Nations resolutions on the occupied territories, the more 
they will alienate the international community, so Israel risks being banned 
from the international organization and disappearing in the same way it was 



created. . For Israel, outside the UN, there is no salvation. China also 
abstained. Indisposed by democratic demands and respect for human rights, 
but shared by its desire to participate in world economic development, the 
Chinese government decides to abstain from the vote, the internal political 
situation not allowing it for the moment. By not using its veto power, China 
is signaling to the rest of the world that the door remains open to reform, 
however. On July 17, February 1991, humanity is resolutely committed to 
respecting human rights, disarmament and development. 

LXXV1 


Moscow, Monday, August 19, 1991 

On the night from Sunday to Monday, forty-eight hours before the signing of 
the Treaty of Union which was to mark the start of new relations between 
the Kremlin and the Soviet republics, the conservatives of the Communist 
Party regained power with the help the Red Army and the KGB and engaged 
the Soviet Union against the grain of history towards a Brezhnev-type 
dictatorship. The parallel between Gorbachev's forced retreat and that of 
Khrushchev in 1964 is truly striking, just as Gennady Yanaev, Ligachev's 
man, today resembles Leonid Brezhnev who succeeded Khrushchev. The 
scenario is identical in these two changes of power. Unable to endure the 
humiliation of the defeat suffered within the Politburo during the conflict 
over the secession of the Stanovoi Mountains to the UN and the weakening 
of the central power in favor of the republics in the Treaty of the Union, the 
Communist Orthodox decided to react "a la Pinochet" against the President's 
over-reforming views. 

The eight conservative putschists, all from the hard line of the Party, the 
army and the KGB and grouped under the hat of the "State Committee for 
the State of Emergency" took advantage of the absence of Mikhail 
Gorbachev, on vacation in Foros in the Crimea on the Black Sea, to lead a 
so-called "constitutional" coup d'etat given the precarious state of health of 
the former president under article 127 of the constitution. Immediately tons 
of previously unobtainable food invaded the markets of the capital. In his 
Crimean dacha, Gorbachev, his family and his personal guard are put under 
arrest and cut off from the outside world when the latter refuses to support 
his dismissal at the request of the conservatives. 



A few minutes earlier, Boris Yeltsin, elected president of the Russian 
Federation, succeeded, thanks to an anonymous call from an unknown 
source, to "miraculously" escape his planned sequestration in his dacha in 
the suburbs of Moscow. Taking advantage of this unexpected appeal, he 
succeeds in thwarting the plan of the putschists and immediately takes 
refuge in the Russian parliament, called "the White House" and organizes 
the resistance by calling for a general strike and promulgates a decree 
declaring illegal the decree of Gennadi Yanaev claiming the powers of the 
deposed Soviet president. Immediately, several thousand Muscovites 
gathered in Manege Square, near the Kremlin, and protest against the 
dismissal of Gorbachev The movement launched by Yeltsin and followed by 
thousands of demonstrators quickly became the last bulwark of democracy 
in the face of a coup and gave to the latter an international credibility 
hitherto inconceivable. 

From Washington to Tokyo, via Ottawa, London, Paris, Rome and Bonn, it 
is the consternation and the concern after the dismissal of Gorbachev 
Without waiting, all the leaders oppose the coup and give their support to the 
call of the President of Russia Boris Yeltsin for the restoration of the organs 
of legal power and the return of Mikhail Gorbachev to the head of the Soviet 
state and to stop Western economic aid to the USSR. In Brussels, the North 
Atlantic Council, NATO's supreme body, decides to hold an extraordinary 
meeting of foreign ministers to study an emergency plan, all the more so as 
persistent rumors are circulating that the Top-secret codes of access to the 
Soviet nuclear potential would be in the hands of the putschists. The 
Moscow coup d'etat is without a doubt the biggest setback in East-West 
relations since the imposition of martial law in December 1980 in Warsaw 
by General Jaruzelski. 

Wednesday, August 21, 91. 

After a night of murderous violence in front of the Parliament of Russia in 
Moscow, the Muscovites entrenched behind makeshift barricades abort the 
putsch thanks to fierce resistance against armored vehicles blinded by huge 
blankets covering their fields of vision. After several repeated assaults and in 
the face of the people's anger, the disabled armored vehicles turned around 
under a shower of stones and molotov cocktails. In the morning, the 
deployed troops return to their barracks. Censorship on the media and the 
curfew in Moscow are lifted. In the afternoon, members of the State 
Committee fled by plane; the "dog feast" * will not take place. In the 



evening, Gorbachev and his entourage take off by plane from Simferopol 
Airport in Crimea on their way to the Soviet capital. The hour for settling 
scores has just struck. Suicides and resignations follow one another at an 
alarming rate within the Communist Party. Taking advantage of the political 
disarray following the abortive coup d'etat, several republics took the 
opportunity to declare their independence. The Union is more threatened 
than ever. 

* The Feast of the Dogs: title of a Soviet film. 


The most pressing problem in the USSR is the poor grain harvest, which is 
much lower than in previous years. On August 19, a few hours before the 
putsch, the government announced that only 25 million tons of grain had 
been sold to the Soviet state when the critical minimum to feed the 
population is 72 million tons. If no agreement is reached between the Union 
and the republics so that they commit to supplying the rest of the country, 
the consequences would be catastrophic. The republics are now more than 
ever withholding large quantities of grain, either for storage or for resale in 
the context of new regional trade, which earns them 10 times more than the 
price offered by the Soviet state. On the other hand, the independent 
republics have serious handicaps to overcome, including a real dependence 
on raw materials and oil. Thus, the maintenance in one form or another of a 
central institution which coordinates economic links and maintains a 
minimum of physical solidarity between the republics and the Union seems a 
sine qua non for survival. So much so that a Mikhail Gorbachev may still be 
necessary to get through this hard next winter, probably one of the most 
critical that the Soviet people will know. However, world stability is 
intimately linked to the internal upheavals of the USSR as demonstrated by 
the abortive putsch. It is too early to claim victory in the name of the forces 
of progress and democracy. Inflation of 100%, debt amounting to 20% of 
GNP, added to the problems of Russian minorities outside Russia, food 
shortages and border fluctuations, these are the conditions that can cause the 
most spectacular collapse of empire since the dissolution of the Roman and 
Ottoman Empire. 


Wednesday 28 August 91 



Less than ten days after the attempted putsch of the conservatives, the purge 
is well underway: dissolution of the cabinet of ministers, reform of the KGB 
and putting under supervision of the army, collapse of the Communist 
Party. By opposing the failed putsch, Boris Yeltsin succeeded in exporting 
on the international scene the immense popularity he already enjoyed at 
home. By courageously calling for resistance, perched on a tank, the Russian 
president has given both a face and a kick-off to what is already called the 
Second Russian Revolution. Question of firmly establishing its new 
international reputation, Yeltsin immediately endowed the Russian 
Federation with a foreign ministry independent of the central power and in 
an incredible gesture in foreign policy, signed a decree authorizing the return 
of the Kuril Islands to Japan. 

Washington, August 29, 91 

In less than ten days, concern seems to seize the State Department after the 
euphoria of the democratic victory in the USSR. Yeltsin's behavior is 
worrying more and more. As soon as Gorbachev returned from his "exile" in 
Crimea, the Russian president succumbed to the temptation to publicly 
humiliate a man who obviously did not need it. In thus displaying his new 
authority over Soviet leadership, Yeltsin did more than childish 
indelicacy. He has shown irresponsibility by attacking the remnants of 
central power. For the State Department, in its report to the President, 
Yeltsin's dual position on the Soviet chessboard is even more worrying. By 
claiming the right to oversee the Soviet nuclear chain of command, Yeltsin 
is behaving both as a head of the Russian republic and of the Union. With 
his two hats on, he only adds to the confusion. And when this champion of 
democracy goes so far as to threaten his neighboring republics with 
territorial wars in the event of secession, we no longer know in whose name 
he is speaking. Of an imperial Russia concerned with keeping its authority 
over its colonies? Of the federal state fearing to turn into an empty shell? 

During the period of transition in which it is engaged, the USSR needs more 
than ever a referee who can rise above the fray. According to the State 
Department, Gorbachev's political career is far from over and must remain 
the primary interlocutor. The greatest political experiment of the last 25 
years and perhaps the most successful of this century, it is Mikhail 
Gorbachev who is the author. Boris Yeltsin is a creature of Gorbachev, in 
the sense that there would be no Boris if there had not been Mikhail 
first. There would not have been a victory for democracy either, had it not 



been for the immense evolution of Soviet society, of which, again, 
Gorbachev is the author. Let us give back to Caesar what is due to 
Caesar. The State Department therefore recommends that the president put 
"Tsar" Boris Yeltsin back to order. Finally, it is recommended to the 
president, since the decision is made and in order not to inconvenience the 
Japanese, to accept the fait accompli and not to comment too much publicly 
on the foreign policy decree on the Kurils, but nevertheless, to quickly make 
known to Yeltsin our disagreement on this usurpation of power. As he 
finishes reading the report, President Bush takes note of the 
recommendations he shares. Around the CIA report now. No sooner has he 
started reading the report than a shiver runs through his back. Immediately 
an extraordinary meeting of its main political advisers is called. This time, 
Steve Drayton, appreciated more and more by the president, is summoned 

Beijing, August 29 

The crisis which shakes the Soviet Communist Party, following the abortive 
coup, deeply shakes the Chinese regime which now remains the last bastion 
of communism in the world and feels threatened. The veteran Communists 
clinging to power wonder, perplexed, how long will they remain there after 
the announcement of the dissolution of the central committee of the Soviet 
CP and the resignation of Gorbachev from the post of general secretary. For 
Chinese leaders, the worm is in the fruit; the Chinese regime risks 
collapse. The central power of Beijing controls less and less what happens in 
the provinces which do as they see fit. He receives less and less money and 
the economy is more and more capitalist 

The senior leaders, gathered urgently to try to learn the lessons of the events 
in the USSR, immediately tighten the controls on the economy and the army, 
in a gesture which should appeal to the more conservative factions. But the 
chain declarations of independence of many Soviet republics can only make 
the Chinese Communists tremble, who continue to put down, through 
relentless repression, the separatist ethnic minorities in Tibet, Xinjiang and 
Inner Mongolia. However, in the minds of the rising liberal vanguard, the 
defeat of communism in the USSR inevitably means the end of the system in 
China because, much more than the collapse of the Soviet Communist Party, 
it is ideology itself that has been destroyed. The Chinese Communist Party 
will never recover from this. 


Washington August 29 



- "But this report is incredible exclaims Barret perplexed. How could they 
have done that to Gorbachev and to the rest of the world? 

- "Staggering isn't it," resumed the president. Yet the director of the CIA is 
categorical: the Japanese intelligence services were aware of the eminence 
of the coup and decided to warn Yeltsin but not Gorbachev This is how 
Yeltsin, warned by an anonymous call, was able to escape and carry out the 
resistance, abandoning Gorbachev to his sad fate. " 

- "For God's sake, why? Exclaims Barret, turning slowly towards Drayton". 

A heavy silence invades the Security Council chamber. All eyes are now on 
Drayton 

- .. "Um! Hmm!" He said to clear his throat. No wonder, you all know that 
the KGB and the CIA have several times deliberately let down regimes by 
failing to warn them suddenly. State next. At the risk of repeating myself, 
continues Drayton, let’s stop analyzing the 20th century with a 19th century 
mentality. " 

- "Which means in clearer terms, asks Barret" 

- "Let’s say that while we are subjected to History, the Japanese are making 
it, creating it." 

- "Towards what goal !, exclaims furiously Barret, red with anger" 

- "The 21st century said Drayton quickly preventing another reply from 
Barret. Listen! We know that one of the reasons for the coup was the 
secession of the Stanovoi Mountains from the UN. Which means that 
Fujihama is certainly behind the Japanese decision. Now who says 
Fujihama, tells History. " 

- "So, it would be high time to tell us this story, Barret said sarcastically, 
thus showing his disdain for these damned intellectuals". 

- "It is certain, in Fujihama’s mind, that Gorbachev was not in very great 
danger; that his life was not in danger. Certain also that the democratic 
forces led by Yeltsin would win and that Gorbachev would be reintroduced 



to power. Except that Yeltsin, become the political darling of the present 
world, now owes the Japanese a proud candle. Without them, no 
international notoriety, he knows it very well. Now it's up to him to return 
the lift. " 

- "The Kurils, resumes the president thoughtfully, so that's it" 

- "Indeed! Having been unable to come to an agreement with Gorbachev 
during his visit to Tokyo on the surrender of the archipelago, the Japanese 
leaders saw fit to bet on Yeltsin because, you see, the Kuril Islands fall 
under the jurisdiction of the Russian Republic therefore within the 
jurisdiction of Yeltsin " 

- "Well done Steve!" Said Bush smiling, "a hell of a job. So I will follow the 
recommendations of the State Department, in order not to inconvenience the 
Japanese too much but, I want that from now on we have them in the eye, 
understood. We can therefore raise the assembly. " 

- "Excuse me Mr. President said timidly Drayton." 

-"Yes Steve!" 

- "Excuse my impertinence, but there is more, much more than that. In fact 
the Kurils are only the tip of the iceberg." 

- "Well it starts again said Barret returning to his seat" 

- "We are listening to you said Bush visibly interested." 

- "The Kurils, it's the short term, it's the 20th century. However, I told you a 
few moments ago that the aim of this operation is indeed the 21st century ... 

- "Carry on Steve." 

- "By dint of frequenting Fujihama, I understood that any action of this great 
futurist originates from a historical fact, from a precise historical fact often a 
committed error that he tries to correct." 

- "And in this specific case, what would be this historical error which 
deserves to be corrected asks the president." 



- "The coming of Mao to power in China. 


- "But this is insane exclaims Barret visibly overwhelmed by this high level 
discussion." 

- "Mr Barret, you would be better off keeping your mouth shut and listening 
carefully to your successor at the head of the Security Council." 

Bush has just sliced, the ax has just fallen, a head has just rolled. Visibly 
humiliated but dignified, Barret left the meeting with tears in his eyes. 

- "We can continue Steve said without flinching the president to a Drayton 
stunned by this sudden appointment. We were at the coming of Mao to 
power and a certain historical error, weren't we! 

- "Right! Very few people know, except a few historians, that the Japanese 
actually put Mao in power by invading China during the last Sino-Japanese 
conflict of 1937-45, an episode called" the rape of Nanking. " darkest pages 
in Japanese history. " 

The Japanese aggression against China, from 1937, was completely brutal: 
massive air raids, looting. The entire coastal region between Nanjing and 
Shanghai was, from 1938, devastated. Twenty-two million dead including 
eighteen million civilians. Compared to this massacre, Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki are no match, far from it. In fact, China can claim the sad title of 
the most tried nation in WWII. By this aggression, the Japanese mobilized 
the resources of the Chinese Kuomintang for the benefit of national defense 
leaving only a few troops available to fight the revolutionaries of Mao Tse 
tung. 

The great Helmsman was not unaware of this since in 1964, he brushed aside 
the excuses of a Japanese delegation by observing that Japanese aggression 
had facilitated his victory by dividing the troops of imperial China. Perverse 
effect of history, the Japanese had just introduced communism to its 
powerful neighbor and gave a son and an heir to the Soviet father of modem 
communism. 

- "What link is there between the coup d'etat in Moscow in 1991 and this sad 
episode of 1938"? 



- "I believe that Fujihama's thinking to correct Nanking's mistake is as 
follows. We allow the coup against Gorbachev to take place in order to leave 
enough ropes for the military to hang themselves, to to quote Lenin's famous 
phrase. Next, we help Yeltsin to organize resistance. In short, Fujihama 
offered the USSR the shock therapy it desperately needed to truly embark on 
the path of democracy The Kurils in return Subsequently, Gorbachev 
returned to power and began to settle scores: ousting the Communist Party 
and above all dissolving the military-industrial complex. The lamentable 
rout of the putschists had the great merit of ruling out the prospect of ’a 
return to totalitarianism which was a huge drag at Gorbachev's feet By 
targeting the motherland of communism, Fujihama hopes that the Chinese 
will also fall in the near future, within twenty years. Communism removed 
from the USSR and China, will emerge 21st century Japan, Asia's first great 
power. " 

- "Following this brilliant analysis what do you advise your president? 

- "Do not put all your eggs in one basket. Without forgetting the economic 
reconstruction of the USSR, let the Europeans deal with this problem more, 
it is up to them to take care of it. Flead at full speed on China, there is the 
economic future and the geopolitical heart of the 21st century, otherwise the 
Japanese will take everything in their path. It is now up to us to imitate the 
Japanese by repatriating the natural resources of Siberia to China to 
transform them there. , never forget that now the Japanese have taken a 
liking to international politics and, when the Japanese touch something, we 
have just had a masterful demonstration of it, they quickly transform it into 
Art. 


Epilogue 

In 1945, the Hakko Ishui club was formed primarily to avenge the affront to 
the emperor. The day before his death Hiro Hito summoned the club 
members and asked them to forget revenge and instead substitute 
reparation. In the mind of Hiro Hito, modern Japan, based on the experience 
of a people who survived the atomic hecatomb, must help humanity to avoid 
other disasters of the kind. No other prosperous people on the planet can 
understand the ruin, the despair of Third World countries like the Japanese 
people who have also suffered the pangs of poverty. Nothing is greater than 
man and by extension the people who accept their mistakes and try to 



overcome their defeat. Humanity feeds on this kind of man. What is 
humanity? If not, a perpetual series of errors reviewed and corrected. 

Postwar Japan is, for the second time and in more ways than one, the Japan 
of Meiji. The Japanese economic miracle that we know has therefore deep 
historical roots and is not the result of chance. Instructed by its misfortunes, 
Japan must refrain from any participation in the military adventures of other 
countries. Again, Meiji's trade diplomacy must replace the military 
diplomacy of the Showa era. 

Hiro Hito's testament urged members of the Hakko Ishui to repeat the Meiji 
experience and its trade diplomacy and forget about the Showa era and 
militarist diplomacy on condition that the rest of humanity lower their arms 
as Japan has done this before. Meiji must therefore be the center, the heart, 
the inspiration of all the foreign policy of Heisi Japan said of peace 
found. Such is the wish of the emperor. 

Now that Japan and Germany, the "vanquished", have regained their former 
grandeur and are once again accepted into the great concert of powers within 
the United Nations Security Council, we can definitely put an end to this, the 
Second World War. Now, that the United Nations is autonomous and that 
these Charters are in the process of being respected and that democracy has 
taken precedence over totalitarianism, it is now possible to envisage projects 
essential to humanity requiring colossal means, impossible to achieve by a 
country alone, however large it may be. So the 21st century can begin and 
flourish. 
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